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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir PETE Rx K IN G. 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, 


My Loxp, 9 85 
NV OUR Lordſhip has the juſteſt Title 
* to theſe Papers, as a near and highly 
= valued Relation of the Great Mr. Locke, 
to whom I am more indebted. than to any Man, 
for what Underitanding | have in St. Paul's E- 
piſtles, and whole admirable Rules and Exam- 
ple, I have, the beſt I could, indeavoured to 


follow, Beſides, I could not appeal to a more 


competent Judge of Writings of this Nature, 
than Your Lordſhip, whoſe bright Character 
in Your Profeſſion, and the other Parts of 
Learning, is eſpecially, in my Apprehenſion, 
embelliſhed by a Knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which has been the Effect of a critical 
and diligent Study of them. I fear not the 
A 2 Cenſure 


P 


1 * - K Las. nn a 
: 4 - Tz * 
1 * Cos 
. 4 . aw + 
” \ * . 
3 * * 
* * * 


Te DE DIOGAT TON. 


Cenſure of the World for profeſſing my Ve- 


neration for Your Lordſhip : Nor do ] doubt, 
the Offence which it might give to Your (a 


deſty, will be prevented by Your Goodneſs, 
which will not ſufter You to be offended with 
all Mankind who know any thing of You, as 


yet You mult be for the ſame Reaſon, if You 
are offended with me. And indeed it is a 


Happineſs almoſt peculiar to Your ſelf, to be 


beloved of all, and that they who differ ever 


ſo widely about other Matters, do yet very 
unanimouſly agree in the moſt honourable Sen- 


timents of Y our Lordſhip. 


That Your Lordſhip may be 1 continued 


a Support, an Ornament, and the "Delight of 


Tour dee. is the e hearty Prayer of, 


My LORD, 


1 _ Your Lordſhip's 


very faxcere Admirer, 


and Bunz e S ervant. : 
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FT. Paul's Epiſtles bave always been efteemed a noble Part of 
he New Teſtament ; but as we are told, and every one who 


J reads them knows, there gre in them ſome Things hard to 


" be underſtood, 2 Pet. iii. 16. They therefore have fone good. 
Service to the Chriſtian Religion, who hace by their Mritings made 
this Part of the holy Scriptures more eaſy and intelligible. Hr. 


Locke has, in my Fudgment, done mere this way, than any Man; 


and indeed he had a Head admirably turned for the tracing and 
diſcovering the profound and intricate Diſcourſes and Mentions of. 
fo cloſe a Reaſener, who yet abounds with all manmer of Fighres - 


aud long Digreſſions. I am not the only Perſon who hae often la- 


mented his not applying himſelf ſooner to this Study, and that 28 + 
ſhould have his Paraphraſe and Notes only upon fie of the Epiſtles ; 


_ but we have Reaſon to be thankful for them, not only for the Light 
they give to thoſe Fpiſtes, but the Uſe they may be of in helping 


ts to underſland all the reft. I have in the preſent Work en- 


 deavoured to imitate this Great Man; nor will any judicious Per- 


ſen blame me for propoſing to my ſelf ſuch a Pattern, however ſort © 
he ſees at the ſame Time I come of it. I hate laboured to guide my 
{elf by the admirable Rules be has given for this Study ; wherein T 
have found much Satisfaction, tho it may perhaps but little ſatisfy 
the Reader. 5 „ „ e 
The Reaſin why T cheſe Fut to ſtudy this Epiſile, was partly © 


becauſe it was not one of thoſe Mr. Locke had explained, and there- 


fore a Comment upon it in his Way ſeemed to be wanted; but to Be 
ingennous, my chief Reaſon was, becauſe Mr. Locke had admirably + 
aa the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, which being in Deſian, Method, 
and Expreſſion, cery hike to this to the Coloſſians, I concluded his 
Work would yield me much Aſſiftanee in mine: For T reſctved from the + 
firft to transfer whatcoer be had 7 a ou that Epijile, that was to 
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my Purpoſe, into my Work on this. And that I may not appear a 


Plagiary in not owning by whom I profit, I acquaint the Reader 
that I hade kept to my Reſolution, and haze often borrowed his 


Morde, even where I hace not named him; and this I have the ra- 
ther done, that he may read with the more Attentien, fmce otherwiſe 


he may not knew whom he is reading, Mr. Locke, or my ſelf. 
T would not be thought a bare Tranſcriber, from what I haze 


new ſaid. I have ſtudied the Epiſtle thro and thro, with the great- 


eſt Application I was able ; and there were ſome Parts wherein I 


could have no Help from Mr. Locke, or any one elſe, to my Satisfa- 
ion; upon which, at my firſt ſetting about the Work, and long after, 
T deſpaired of ſaying any Thing but that I did not underſtand them. 


1 can however now ſay, I have found no great Reaſon upon the whol: 


70 ſpeak much in that Manner; but have ſatisfied my ſelf about 


moſt of thoſe Paſſages that ſeemed moſt difficult. I might aſſign the 
fifteenth Verſe of the ſecond Chapter as an Inſtance of this Nature, 
and perhaps ſome other Places, were it not that I decline the Va- 
nity, and the raiſing too great Expettations. 85 


bat I ger at preſent, Tat meet with a favourable Accep- 


tance, it will incourage my publiſhing hereafter what I ſhall ap- 


prebend will tend to clear the holy Scriptures ; but if it prove other- 
doi ſe, I hope not to be diverted from purſuins my own Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction, as God ſpall graciouſly pleaſe to give me Ability and 


Opportunity. 


THE 


ER RN 4 T 4. 


AGE 12. line 6. in the Notes, r. e&Jo]6x©-, Pag. 16. I. 15. in the Notes, r. Chrift, 
Pag. 17. lin. 9. in the Notes, r. dToz4]4AAdZn. Ibid. r. droxa]nnagter. Ibid. I. 35. af- 


ter Alexandrian put a Comma. Pag. 20. I. 19. in the Notes, r. his for this. Pag. 27. l. 19. 
del. of. Pag. 28.1. 38. in the Notes, r. Evangeliſt. Pag. 32. I. ult. for came r. come. Pag. 33. 
1. 43. in the Notes, after Subject put a Comma. Pag 35. lin. 20. in the Notes, after him put 


a Comma. Pag. 38. l. 17. r. mentions. Pag. 39. l. 9. in the Notes, r. che t. Pag. 47. I. 16. 


for Handle, r. Eat. Pag. 58. 1. 8. in the Notes, for to r. with, 


Pag. 65. I. 5. for in part r. im- 
partially. Pag. 72. 1, 24. 1. NV. Ibid. l. ult. 1. JN. | 
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 Fpiltle of St. Paul © 


St. Paul in 
1 . | | Bonds, in 
100 THE the Year of 
ons | our Lord 
62. Of 


"EOLOSStANS 
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STNOPSIS 


OLOSS was a populous, wealthy and large City of 
Phrygia, wherein there was a Chriſtian Church, tho' 
it is uncertain by whom it was planted. It ſeems proba- 
ble that it was not by St. Paul himſelf, however he 
was the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and had ſpent much time at 
Epheſus ; for the Epiſtle it ſelf affords Reaſon to judge, ac- 
cording to the general Opinion of both ancient and modern Com- 
mentators, that he had never been there, or at Laodicea, which 
was near to it: Of the Paſſages which imply thus much, notice 
will be taken in going over the Epiſtle. Nor is it certain, that 
the Coloſſians were converted to the Chriſtian Faith by any 
whom St. Paul ſent to them to that end. This indeed ſeems 
probable ; for he had ſpent three Years at Epheſus, Acts xx. 31. 
and it is not unlikely, that during that time ſome of the Colofſians, 
having occaſion to go to Fpheſus, might by him be turn'd to 
Chriſtianity, and might when they went home be imployed by 
him to preach the Goſpel to their Fellow-Citizens. This may 
be thought the more probable from what St. Lale ſays of his 
5 ; . 5 5 Snecels, 
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out ſubjecting them to the ceremonial Law. The 


Succeſs, when he had been at Epheſus but two Years, "As xix; 
10. And this (Paul's diſcourſing daily in the School of Tyranus) 
continued by the Space of two Tears; ſo that all they which dwelt 
in Aſia, heard the Word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 
And conſidering how ſtedfaſt the Colofſtans appear to have been 
in the Doctrine which was peculiarly taught by St. Paul, there 
is the more Reaſon to imagine they might be converted by ſome 
who went to them from him. Epaphras may well be ſuppoſed 
to be one of this Number, if he was not the only Perſon at firſt ſo 
imployed. He was himſelf a Cn, Chap. IV. 12. a faithſul 


Miniſter of Chrift for them, Chap. I. 7. by whom he intimates they 


had been chiefly inſtructed. And poflibly they. therefore ſent him 
as their Meſſenger to St. Paul, becauſe he had been before ſent 
to 0 by him, and ſo was the more likely to be acceptable 
to him. 1 „ 
Whoever was the Inſtrument or Occaſion of their Converſion; 


St. Paul, who was the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, could not but have 
a great Concern for them. As he was ſent with a ſpecial Com- 


miſſion to the Centiles, Acts xxvi. 17, 18. ſo he ſeems to have 
been more fully, than the reſt of the Apoſtles, inſtructed in the 


great Myſtery which related to the Gentiles, viz. God's calling 


them into his Church, and taking them to be his People, with- 

Js, who 
were very tenacious of their old Cuſtoms, and concluded that the 
Law which God had given by Moſes, was never to be alter'd, 
and that a Conformity to it was a Term abſolutely neceſlary to 
Salvation, were grievouſly ſcandaliz d at this Doctrine, and at St. 
Paul for preaching and maintaining it. This ſtirr d up their Rage 


againſt him, Acts xxi. 28. which was the Occaſion of the Bonds 


he was now in, Col. IV. 3. And even the believing Zews were 
very earneſt in inſiſting on the converted Gentiles being circum- 
ciſed, and keeping the Law of Moſes, Acts xv. 1,5. This gave 
the Apoſtle much diſturbance, and was a great Hindrance to the 

Succeſs of the Goſpel ; and being the great Preacher of this Myſtery, 
he ſtrenuouſly maintain'd it, and the Liberty of the Gentiles, inſiſt- 
ing upon it that it was neceſſary for them to ſtand. faſt in it, 
as ever they would expe& Salvation by Chriſt, And as it was 
a Trouble to him when he heard of any of the Genti/e Converts 


yielding to the Importunity of the Zealots for Fudaiſm, and he 


deals with them ſharply, and takes much. Pains to convince them 


COLOSSITANS. 

by Argüments; ſo it was a great Pleaſure to him to hear of any 
cf them that continued firm in the Doctrine he taught; and havin 
received from Epaphras a very pleaſing Account of the Colofians 
in this Reſpect, he writes to them to commend and applaud them, 
and to teſtify the great Joy and Satisfaction he had in the good 
News; nor is there, perhaps, in all the Epiſtle, when rightly under- 
ſtood, any thing ſaid of them by way of Reprehenſion. However, 


as the Zews were in great Numbers in Aſia, and many of them 


were probably Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, and retained much of 


their old Leaven, St. Paul thought it neceſſary to confirm and 
eſtabliſh the Coloſſians in this Epiſtle, againſt their Endeavours, and 
more eſpecially of one Sect of them, to corrupt them. He inſiſts 


upon God's having aboliſh'd the Law, with reference to the Gen- 
tiles; and as they cried up the Law, he compares Chriſt with 


it, that he might ſhow the Greatneſs of the Difference. The 


Ziealots who were trying to corrupt them, ſeem to have talk'd 


much of Angels, and urged the Reſpect due to them; and for 
that Reaſon he ſets out the great Superiority of Chriſt to Angels, and 
the Neceſſity of adhering to him as their Head. That part, wherein 
he ſpeaks moſt directly againſt theſe Invaders of the Liberty and 
Privileges of the Coloſſians, is but ſhort, being comprized in Chap. 


II. 4— 23. Chap. III. 1-4. but the preceding Part of the Epiſtle 
is full of Suggeſtions and Hints which it was eaſy for them to 


apply, in order to their being eſtabliſh'd in the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 
and fortified againſt the ſubtil Inſinuations of the Advocates for 


Fudaiſm. The Scope of the Epiſtle is much the ſame with thoſe 


to the age owe and Epheſiums, written about the ſame time, 


the latter of them being ſent by the ſame Meſſenger Tychicus, 
Eph. VI. 21, 22. Col. IV. 7, 8. And indeed as the Occaſions were 
fo much alike, ſo are the very Expreſſions which he uſes in both: 
This to the Coloffians being written as in the ſame time, ſo in 


the ſame Run and Warmth of Thoughts; ſo that, as Mr. Locke 


. fays, the Form, Phraſe, Matter, and all the Parts quite thro' of 


theſe two Epiſtles, do ſo perfectly correſpond, that one cannot 


be miſtaken in thinking one of them very fit to give light to 
the other. And that to the Philippians, writ alſo by St. Paul 
during his Bonds at Rome, when attentively look'd into, will be 
found to have the ſame Aim with the other two; ſo that in theſe 
three Epiſtles taken together, one may ſee the great Deſign of the 
Goſpel laid down, as far ſurpaſſing the Law, both in Glory, Great- 
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Chap. I. neſs, Comprehenſion, Grace and Bounty; and therefore they were 


Oppoſers, not Promoters of the true Doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
the Kingdom of God under the Meſſiah, who would confine it to 
the narrow and beggarly Elements or Shadows of this World, as 
St. Paul calls the politive Ordinances of the Moſaical Inſtitution. 

It is farther to be obſerved, that in each of theſe three Epiſtles, 
he takes care to ſuggeſt ſome Conſiderations to prevent their being 
offended or diſcouraged upon the Account of his preſent Circum- 


ſtances, as he was in Bonds for aſſerting and preaching the Grace 


* 


of God toward them. 


.ñ „— 
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C H A P. I. 1, 2. 
CONTENTS. 


FTPHESE two Verſes contain St. Pauls Inſcription, or Intro- 
duction of his Epiſtle : What there is in it remarkable for 


its Difference from what is to be found in his other Epiſtles, ſhall 


be taken notice of in the Notes. 


PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


Dy an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the PAUL an apoſtle ori 


Jeſus Chriſt by the 


declared Will and ſpecial Appointment of vin of God, and Timo- 


God (a) and Timothy our Brother (d), to theus our brother, to the 


a 
1 (a) By the Will of Ged.] St. Paul, in moſt of his Epiſtles, mentions his being an Apoſtle 


by the Will of God; which way of ſpeaking being peculiar to him, we may 4 him 
therein to intimate his extraordinary and miraculous Miſſion, A#s ix. xxvi. and his recei- 


"4 


* 


ving the Goſpel by immediate Revelation, Gal. i. 11, 12. for he doubted not of the Will 


and Providence of God's governing all things. Beſides, he may ſtile himſelf thus, in Op- 


poſition to thoſe who without the Mill of God ſet up againſt him. 


() Timotheus our Brother.) He was Brother to St. Paul, not only as a Chriſtian, but as 
imployed in the ſame Work with him, of preaching the Goſpel, (as this Title ſeems uſed 


ſometimes in that Senſe) and he was alſo his Brother in Affliction, he being now in Bonds 
with him, and ſo at hand to 


beginning of this Epiſtle, 


join with him in the Salutation and Inſcription here in the 
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TEX I. —PARAPHRASE. 


2 ſaints and faithful bre. the Profeſſors of the Goſpel (c) who are at 


in Chrift, which Si | 5 
ee Grace be n. CU, Converts who ſtand firm in the Faith of 


to you, and peace from Jeſus Chriſt (4): Favour and Peace (e) be 
God our Father, and the to you from God our Father, and from the 


* Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
NOTES 


= &. (6) To the Saints. ] Oi 27170, the Saints, or of 4% et Ad eN h, the boly Brethren (as the 
Greek here ſeems to require that Conſtruction) do not neceſſarily ſignify Perſons internally 


An. Ch. 6 2. 
Neronis g. 
923 


2. 


ſanctified, and in a State of Salvation, but ſuch as were ſeparated from the common State 
of Mankind, to be the People of God, and to ſerve him. The heathen World had revolted 


from the true God, to the Service of Idols and falſe Gods, Rom. i. 18 =25, The Fews be- 


Ing ſeparated from this corrupt Maſs, to be the peculiar People of God, were called holy, 


Exod. xix. 5, 6. Num. xv. 40. They being caſt off, the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were ſe- 
parated to be the People of God, and ſo became holy, 1 Pex, ii. 9, 10. © 


(d) Faithful Brethren in Chrift.] Tis obſerv'd, that this Epiſtle, and that to the Ephe- 
fans, have all thro' a very great Reſemblance; their Lineaments do ſo correſpond, that 1 


think they may be Twin-Epiſtles, conceived and brought forth together, fo that the very 


Expreſſions of the one, occurr'd freſh in St. Paul's Memory, and were made uſe of in 


writing the other. This Term faithful, 7715015, therefore being found in the Introduction 


of both Epiſtles, and no one other of St. Paul's, there is juſt Reaſon to think it was a 


Term ſuited to the preſent Notion he had of thoſe he was writing to, with reference to the 


Buſineſs he was writing about. I take it therefore, that by the faithful Brethren, he means 
ſach as ſtood firm to Chriſt, which he did not count them to do, who made Circumciſion 
neceſſary to Salvation, and an Obſervance of Jewiſh Rites, a requiſite Part of the Chriſtian 


Religion. This is plain from his expreſs Words, Gal. v. 1, 2. Stand faſt therefore in the Li- 


beriy wherewith Chriſt has made us free, and be not entangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. 


Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt (ball profit you nothing, &c, And 
thoſe who contended for Submiſſion to the Law, he calls Perverters of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


Gal. i. 7. and more to the ſame Purpoſe may be ſeen in that Epiſtle. 


(e) Peace be to you.] The wiſhing of Peace in the Scripture-Language, is the wiſhing 


of all manner of Good. As it ſtands here joined with Grace, it ſeems to be ſpoken of as 
the Effect or Conſequence of it e N 


SECT. 
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IN this Section he acquaints them with the ſatisfactory Account he 
had received of their Faith and Love, aſſuring them at the ſame 
time, of the great Intereſt they had in both his Petitions and 
Thankſgivings. In giving an Account hereof, he evidently endea- 
vours to raiſe their Senſe of the Greatneſs of thoſe Advantages 
which they partook of by the Goſpel, which were ſuch as the 
Law could not ſecure them, and which were in a more large and 
plentiful manner now diſpens'd, being offer'd to the whole World, 
and not confin'd ſo narrowly as under the former Oeconomy, to 
the comparatively ſmall Nation of the ee. Hereby he likewiſe 
ſtirs up their Gratitude to God, who had dealt ſo kindly with 
them, and excites their Endeavours to anſwer the Obligations he 
had laid them under. e 


PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


Thank the God and Father (F) of our WI give thanks to 3 
1 - Be God, and the Fa- 

14 Lord Jeſus Chriſt always upon your Ac- ther ot our Lord Jeſus 

i count (), in my Prayers, having heard of the Chrif, praying always for 

2 1 4. Continuance of your Faith in Chriſt Jeſus (you Jou: Since we heard of 4 


* B . . . . fl h 1 h ſh 
1 not being diſcouraged at my Sufferings for it) (g) n 
. * N db 


et wc; 


I | 3 (F) To O Y IlaJet 7s Kvels nor. To God and the Father of our Lord Feſus Cbhriſt. 
1 | The rendering in the Paraphraſe, To the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſeems moſt 
1 | proper; tho our own rendering may be born, and makes no Alteration, as to the ultimate 
| Object of his Thankſgiving ; for the and muſt then, as in other places, ſignify even. 

Tiay]ors al Up. Always for you.] Our Tranſlators join this with ag99by wry 
praying always for you, The Greek will bear either that, or the Senſe expreſs'd in the Para- 
phraſe, which joins it with by e:52 kv The comparing Eph, i. 15, 16. may ſeem to lead 
1 rather to the latter. See 1 Te. i. 2. 2 Theſſ. i. 3. | 
1 4 (0 Auioay]es F mis vhs, Since we heard of your Faith. ] It is hardly to be thought, 

- that the Coloſſians, who had merited the great Commendations beſtowed on them in this 
Epiſtle, were converted to the Chriſtian Religion fo very lately, as that St. Paul ſhould firſt 
hear of it when he was in Bonds; nor is it likely, that he, who had the Care of all the 
Churches upon him, 2 Cor. xi. 28. ſhould not have heard of it before his Confinement, 
in caſe ir happen'd a conſiderable Time before, and eſpecially if it was when he was him- 
ſelf at Epheſus, It is not therefore probable, that hereby he meant that he had an 
1 o | Cco0unt 
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co LOSSTANS 
NOTES. 


Account of their being converted from Gentiliſm. And ſince this Epiſtle, and that to the 
Epheſians are ſo exactly alike, and he uſes much the ſame Expreſſion to them, Chap. i. 15. 
After I heard of your Faith in the Lord Feſus, and Love unto all the Saints, it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that in both he meant the ſame thing. Now what he means there is ſo fully 
cleared by Mr. Locke upon the Place, that nothing more is needful than to tranſcribe his 
Note, which gives much light to the three Epiſtles written about this time. 

st. Paul's hearing, ſays he, of their Faith here mentioned, cannot ſignify his being in- 
© formed that they had received the Goſpel, and believed in Chriſt: This would have 

© look'd impertinent for him to have told them, ſince he himſelf had converted them, and 
had lived a long time amongſt them. We muſt therefore ſeek another Reaſon of his men- 


© tioning his zo of their Faith, which muſt ſignify ſomething elſe than his being. 
a 


© barely acquainted that they were Chriſtians: And this we may find in theſe Words, Eph. 


An.Ch.625 
N, eronis 9. 
WY 


© iii. 13. Wherefore, I deſire that ye faint not at my Tribulations for you. He, as the Apoſtle | 
© of the Gentiles, had alone preached up Freedom from the Law, which the other Apoſtles 
© who had not that province (See Gal. ii. 9.) in their converting the es, ſeem to have 


* ſaid nothing of, as is plain from Acts xxi. 20, 21. Twas upon Account of his Preaching, 
© that the Chriſtian Converts were not under any Subjection to the Obſervances of the 


© Law, and that the Law was aboliſh'd by the Death of Chriſt, that he was ſeized at Je- 


© »4ſalem, and ſent as a Criminal to Rome to be tried for his Life, where he was now a Pri- 


© ſones, He being therefore afraid, that the Epheſians, and other Convert Gentiles, ſeeing 
* him thus under Perſecution, in hold, and in danger of Death, upon the ſcore of his 
© being the Preacher, and zealous Propagator and Miniſter of this great Article of the 
_ © Chriſtian Faith, which ſeem'd to have had its Riſe and Defence wholly from him, might 


© give it up, and not ſtand firm in the Faith which he had taught them, was rejoiced when 
in his Confinement he heard that they perſiſted ſtedfaſt in that Faith, and in their Love 
© to all the Saints, i. e. as well the Convert Gentiles that did not, as thoſe Fes that did 
© conform to the ib Rites. This I take to be the meaning of his Hearing of their 


Faith here mentioned, and conformably hereunto, Eph. vi. 19, 20. he deſires their Prayers, 


that he may with Boldneſs preach the Myſtery of the Goſpel, of which be is the Ambaſſador in 
Bonds. This Myſtery of the Goſpel, *tis plain from Eph, i, 9. —iii, 3—7. and other places, 


was God's gracious Purpoſe of taking the Gentiles, as Gentiles, to be his People under the 


+ Goſpel. St. Paul, whilſt he was a Priſoner at Rome, writ to two other Churches, that at 
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© which may be ſeen from Col. i. 14. to the End of the Second Chapter.“ [It may be here 
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COLOSSIANS 
PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


and of your Love to all ( 5) Chriſtians. And and of the love which ye 


; i have to all the ſaintz; 
this Continuance and Stedfaſtneſs of your Faith por the hope Which is : 


and Love, is for the Sake of that Happaneſs, laid up for you in heaven, 


7 . whereof ye heard before 
which you hope for ( ), and which is laid up for in the ward of the trath 


you in Heaven, of which you have heard al- of the goſpel: Which is6 


ready from the true Account which 1s given of 5 yp 4 
it by the Goſpel: Which is come unto you, as eth forth fruit, as it 445 


it is to all the World (2); and bringeth forth alſo in you, ſince the 


Fruit in all the World, as it hath alſo among 9 3 beard of #, and 


knew the grace of God in 


you, ever ſince you firſt heard it, and knew the truth, As ye alſo learnedof 7 


true Grace of God (. (Concerning which Epapbras our dear fellow- 
O ſervant, who is for you a 


you have been well inſtructed by Bpaphras, faithful miniſterof Chriſt; 


who is my dear Fellow-Servant, and a faithful 


Miniſter 
NOT E S. 


) All the Saints,] One finds in the very reading of theſe Words, that the Word 4% is 
emphatical here, and put in for ſome particular Reaſon, I can, I confeſs, ſee no other but 
this, viz. That they were not by the Zaudaizers in the leaſt drawn away from their Eſteem 
and Love of thoſe who were not circumciſed, nor obſerved the Fewiſb Rites ; which was 


a Proof ro him that they ſtood firm in the Faith and Freedom of the Goſpel, wherein they 


had been inſtructed, | | | | | 
5) Am F Nd. For the Hope.] This Verſe is ordinarily connected with v. 3. and 
the 4th Verſe being ſuppoſed to be a Parentheſis, the Senſe is taken to ſtand thus: We 
thauk God for the Hope which is laid up for you, &. But had that been the Apoſtle's De- 
ſign, I am apt to think, he would either have ſaid dee © ?, 1 Cor. x. 30. Eph. v. 
20. or em Th , 1 Cor. i. 4. Philip.1.3, 5. But J find no Inſtance of dy ac:5gy being 
thus followed by q with an Accuſative Caſe, I therefore chooſe to connect this 
with v. 4. and ſappoſe he here ſpeaks of the motive or impulſive Cauſe ; for the Sake 
of which they perſevered in their Faith in Chriſt, and their Love to all the Saints. 


6 (i) In all theWorld.] It is not to be ſuppoſed, that every individual City or even Coun- 
try thro' the whole World, had had the Goſpel preached among them; ſuch kind of Ex- 
preſſions being very familiar, when they are not uſed with the utmoſt Striftnefs. The Apoſtle. 


ſeems here to have an Eye chiefly to God's ſending the Goſpel to the Gentiles in general, 
without confining it to the Fews. This was much to his purpole, as it led the Coloſſians to 
obſerve, that God had now put an End to the Covenant of Peculiarity formerly made with 
the Jews, and by ſending his Goſpel] to the Gentiles, far and near, teſtified he did not ex- 
pect they ſhould ſubmit to the Fewiſl; Law, in order to their being accepted as his People; 
and by this be likewiſe magnifies the Goſpel-Covenant, and the Grace of it, above the 


Law, which reached but to a ſmall Canton of the World. | 


(k) The Grace of God in Truth.] This, in Truth, may be referr'd to their Knowledge; 
and then it ſhould be render'd, ſince you truly knew the Grace of God: But St. Paul ſeems 
here to mean the true Grace of God, as the Goſpel is called, 1 Pet. v. 12. By the true 


Grace, or unmixed Goſpel, of God, he probably intends what was chiefly upon his Mind, 
God's great Favour to che Gentiles in receiving them to be his People, without their ſubmitting | 


to 
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xo underſtanding: That ye egg 4 a TH ag n 
might walk worthy of the the Gentiles, be filled with all Wiſdom and 


Lord unto all pleating, ſpiritual Underſtanding (2): That underſtand- 
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TEX. PARAPHRASEL ny 


Who alſo 2 3 Miniſter of Chriſt in doing you ſervice ; ho 
A ag x "I 4M alſo declared unto me the Love you bear to me 
ſince the day we heard it, upon A ſpiritual Account H. And for this 


do not ceaſe to pray for Cauſe, ſince the Day I heard theſe Things (n), 


vou, and to deſire that ye A | 


knowledge of his will, in fire that you may, with Reſpect to OV. 
all wiſdom and ſpiritual ledge of his Will, and gracious Purpoſe teyard 


being fruitful in every 


good work, and incres ing the great Kindneſs of God, you may be the 


ng in the knowledge ot more excited to a worthy and grateful Obe- 


dience, which will be moſt 11 to God () g 
ruitful in every good 


| Being in order hereunto 
Ti Work, 


NOTES 


o Circumciſion and the Fewiſh Law. This he ſeems eſpecially to call the Truth of the Gof- | 


þel, and the Truth, Compare Gal. ii. 5, 14. —iii. 1. -v. 7. Tit. i. 14. 


8 (1) Ayu e we: Love in the Spirit.) Tho' ſome ſew Copies here add 4% 


yet it may be doubted, whether the Holy Ghoſt be intended; for it is not unlikely that he 
means, that their Love to him was purely upon a ſpiritual Account, for the Sake of the 
Doctrine he taught; they not having Reaſon to love him upon any inferior Conſideration, 
fince they had never ſeen him. Compare Chap, ii. 1, 5. 25 e 


9 (m) HA ανν. We heard it.] Our Tranflators by inſerting it, ſhow that they thought 


this Verſe ſtood connected with v. 7, 8. whereas thoſe two Verſes are rather a Parentheſis, 


and this Ninth Verſe is to be joined with Verſe the Sixth. This ſeems clear from what he 


ſays, that ye might be filled with the Knowledge of his Mil. The duν bis here relates to God, 


Der. 3—6. | | 


() That ye might be filled with the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Under- 
ſtanding.) Comparing this with Hb. i. 8, 9. it appears, that in both places is meant a com- 
prehenſive View of the Will of God, or as he there calls it, the Myſtery of bis Will; that is, 


that Will of God which was kept ſecret before, but was now revealed by the Goſpel ; that is 

his Purpoſe of calling the Gentiles, and making out of them a People and Inheritance to him- 
ſelf, in his Kingdom under the Meſſiah. The ſpiritual Underſtanding is an Underſtanding of 
ſpiriual Things, or ſuch Things as were revealed by the Spirit, of which the foreſaid 
Myftery was one. He ſeems to mean the ſame Thing, Eph. i. 17. where he calls it a 
Revelation, See Mr. Locke on that Place. St. Paul ſhows himſelf very defirous the Coloſ- 
ſians ſhould throughly underſtand, and acknowledge this Myſtery, Chap. ii. 1, 2. 

10 (o) Iser rec ù ids d los 74 Kvels as mares ) agααẽẽꝙs. That ye might walk awort 
"of the Loyd to all-plerſing.)] As aeund]noa is put for eis T8 ,) as, (juſt as xaTUxICAt is 
put for eis 79 #470tnoas, Eph. iii. 17 ) this is well rendered; and what he here mentions 
is the chief Thing he deſired for the Coloſſans, the other Things, both before and after, be- 


Ing conſider d as ſubſervient to it, Father, the Lord here, if we follow the ſame Reading 
C | 


with 


105 


mentioned in the End of Verſe the Sixth; and conſequently the Senſe is better ſupplied 
y theſe Things, that is, all the good Things he had before- mentioned concerning them, 
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— COLOSSTANCS: 
OO PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


11. Work, an #: increaſing in the Knowledge of 3 ä N with 11 
| God (2); being agcccably to that glorious gl nder beben t . 
Power which has deen already exerted toward patience and Iong-ſuffer- 
you (). Straigthned and enabled with Joy- view the r 

: . | thanks the Fa- 
fulneſs to xerciſe Patience and Long: ſuffer- ther, which hath made 


12. ing under your Trials; giving Thanks to the us meer to be partakers 
| . DPS 299 - of the inheritance of the 
. Fatþcr, who hath vouchſafed you to ſhare in (jm. in light: Who bath 13 


13. that Light he affords to his Saints, and has deliverd us from the 


freed Ou from vour fo Ty | power of darkneſs, and 
Y 852 rmer (Tentile Darkneſs, hath tranſlated ay into 


and tranſlated you into the Kingdom of his the kingdom ot his dear 
dear Son (7). 1 — 1 
5 N 0 T E | | 
with our Tranſlation, will probably denote God the Father, as that Term is uſed concern- 
ing him, Rev. xi. 15, The Kingdoms of this World are become the Kinedoms of our Lord, and of 
his Chriſt ; and in many other places: but as the Vale. Latin, the Syriac, the Ethiopic, and 


one MS. read here ©:z God, inſtead of Kueds the Lord, and the ſame is confirmed by ſome 
ancient Writers, that may perhaps be the true Reading. Compare the laft Clauſe of the 
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Verſe. | | 

(6) 'Ey weavri yo dyno eee 
A Tranſlation is here juſt, only let it be obſerved, that the zagTopogivres & dvZarowne here, 
7 Þ | the Juvapeulor, v. 11. & bYHe52r755, v. 12. are all to be taken to agree with vugs, 
nb | the nominative Caſe underſtood before e, v. 9. and ſo all that is here ſaid in the 

- * ſeveral Clauſes, to which theſe Participles belong, is, as was before hinted, to be conſider'd 
_ as means in order to their being filled with the Knowledge of God's Will, and fo in order 
2 * to the higheſt End mention'd, the walking worthy of the Lord. 

* i . Farther, Dr. Mills alledges many Authorities for reading either 79 t Or & 7h en- 

3 if vy. Unleſs one of them be preferr'd to the common Reading, the Difference of the 
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Nr. 


Manner of Expreſſion between < T4v71 tyw dya 39 and eis F emyvorrr, might incline 
* = one to put the comma after e£vsaviutun, and to render it, being fruitful and increaſing in 
* bl edery good Mork, for the Knowledge of God, 1. e. for the acquiring that Knowledge. St. Paul 
19 had thanked God before, v. 6. that the Goſpel brought forth Fruit among the Coloſſians 
3 and it ſeems natural to ſuppoſe, that when he prays here that they might bring forth Fruit 
i in every good Work, he does not pray barely for what they already did, but for a farther 
| Increaſe of it. See 1 Thel. iv. 1, 10. The Words thus underſtood inform us, that a holy 
Fl Converſation is very ſerviceable to diſpoſe Men to acquire the Knowledge of God, 
ET | 11 () Kare vd vedT©- dbu avrs. According to his glorious Power.] The Power of God 
TY: in converting the Gentiles is ſpoken of by St. Paul in very lofty Terms, both here, and Eph, 
| iii. 20. He compares it to that which he exerted in railing Chriſt from the Dead, Eph, 
1, 19. which will ſerve to illuſtrate this Place, 5 5 N 
12, 13 (r) The as in theſe two Verſes, and the we in the next, manifeſtly ſignify the 
Gentile Converts. | F eh 
Farther, theſe two Verſes, beſide their Reference to the End before-mention'd, may be 
confider'd as partly occaſioned by what he had ſaid, v. 11. and ſo he here ſhews the Co- 


Joſians, what Reaſon they had to bear their Troubles with Foyfulneſs, and puts them — A 
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8 E C T. III. 


: CHAP, I. 14—23. 
CONTENTS. . 


CT, Paul having in the 1 3th Verſe mention'd God's dear Son, 


he here, according to his uſual Manner, runs out immediately 
into a Digreſſion concerning him; but it is ſuch a Digreſſion as is 


very much to his main Purpoſe, 278. to eſtabliſh them in their Ad- 


herence to Chriſt, and make them ſenſible how unreaſonable their 
Attempt was, who endeavour'd to ſeduce them from him. No- 
thing could be ſaid more proper for this End, than what he here ſays, 


to how the Pre-eminence and Headſhip of Chriſt in all Reſpects, 


even above the Angels, whom ſome would have perſwaded them to 
worſhip, and to ſet forth his tranſcendent Excellency, and the 
Greatneſs of the Advantages which the Gentiles receiv'd by him. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


demption through his 
blood, even the for- 


14 T. whom we have re- 2 this dear Son or God we "FOX Re 8 


by his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Tranſ- 


15giveneſs of ſins, Who greſſions. And well may his Blood be thought 


is the image of the 
irie Gd, che faſt 0 be of ſo great Efficacy and Virtue, ſince he 


born of every creature: is the moſt lively viſible Image of the Father, 
TP who is the inviſible God (Fs); and fince he was 
E 8 


NOTES. 


Way to do it, viz. by being thankſul to God for his great Rindneſs to them, in calling 


them out of their former Gentile State of Ignorance and Darkneſs, while they were Subje&s 
of the Devil's Kingdom, into the Kingdom of his dear Son, wherein they had Light, be- 
ing now no longer Darkneſs, but Light in the Lord, Eph, v. S. and thus they were admitted 
into the Inheritance of the Saints, or of God's People. Compare Acts xxvi. 17, 18, And 
therefore the Light mentioned in the twelfth Verſe, is to be explained from the Darkneſs it 
is oppoled to in the thirteenth, and fignifies the Light which the Saints have by the Goſ- 
pel in this World. 5 | 

13 (6) The Image of the invible God.] The Father alone is repreſented in the New Tefta- 


ment as the inviſible God. See John i. 18. —v. 37. vi. 46. 1 Tim. i. 19, vi. 16. Heb, xi. 


27. 1 ob. iv. 12, 20. Chriſt is never repreſented as inviſible, it might ſeem ſtrange if he 
mould, ſince he actually took upon him Fleſh, and appeared and was ſeen in the World; 
5 C 2 Mo 


which. 


33 
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of all, thro' this his Son, by whom () as their 


PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


the firſt Being that was derived from him (7). For by him dere all 1s 
And that he muſt be the firſt derived from him, 085 ctenf east are in 


5 . : heaven, .and that are in 
is from hence evident, that all other Beings were earth, viſible and inviſible, 


derived from God, the primary and ſupreme Cauſe Whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or princi- 


. : palities, or powers: all 
immediate Author all Things (20) were created things were created by 


that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, him, and for him. And l. 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be Thrones, 


NOTES. 


Which are things the Nature of the Father cannot poſſibly admit, His being called the - 
| Image of God in this Place, and 2 Cor, iv. 4. implico hie heing ville, aud chat the Per» 


fections of God do mott eminenrly ſhiuc forth in him. 


7 


() Tlew]o7ox@- n xTioews. The firſt born of every Creature] This is fairly render'd© - 


by our. Tranſlators, and indeed the Word is never uſed in any other Senſe in the New 
| Teftament.. It is true, that ag&]orox©- is found ſometimes afed by profane Authors in an 
active Senſe, as when applied to a Dam the firſt Time ſhe brings forth; and accordingly 


fome would render. the Expreſſion here, the rf bringer forth of every Creature; but it may 
be queſtion d whether ever the Word is thus uſed with a Genitive Caſe after it, and eſpe- 


_ cially with ſuch an Adje&ive as all, join'd with that Genitive Caſe. Who can find ſuch 
an Expreſſion any.where as this, a Dam that is the firſt bringer forth of all her Off ſpring? If the 


Word were here to be taken in this Senſe, St. Paul's Meaning muſt be e xpreſſed by ſome ſuch 
Peripbraſis as this: Chrift is one, who the firſt Time he brought forth any thing, brought 


forth every Creature; which, I fuppoſe, will hardly ſatisfy. any Man. But it, according 
to the conſtant Uſe of this Word in other places of the New Teſtament, we interpret the 


Expreſſion, that he was begotten before all Creatures, it exactly agrees with the Character 
Chriſt gives of himſelf, Rev. iii. 14, that he is c xi, the Beginning of the Creation 
of God, that is the firſt Being derived from God. St. Paul's Argument, v. 16. is a full 
Proof of his being begotten before all Creatures; for he could not be otherwiſe, if he 
created them. And by another Expreſſion, v. 17. he ſeems to declare the ſame Thing, and 
be is before all Things, Farther, St. Paul's Diſcourſe being intended to eſtabliſh the Coloſ- 


fans in their Regard to Chriſt, and to prevent their being ſeduced from him by a Pretence 
of the Reſpect due to Angels, Chap. ii. 18, 19. he acted very prudently, in giving him the 


higheſt and moſt lofty Character; but it is not likely, that he would have cloathed this 


I of his Character in an Expreſſion, which eaſily and naturally offers the Senſe our 


ranſlators, and perhaps all others have given of it, if he thought that Senſe was real 


ly any Diſparagement to him. . 


* 


16 („) Er dur. By him.] The e dun here in the Beginning of the Verſe, is the ſame 


with 4% Kurd in the latter End; and both are eaſily explained, by comparing 1 Cor. 


viii. 6. | ith 
(w) All Things.] The Interpretation which refers what is here ſaid of our Saviour to 


the new Creation, or the Renovation of all Things, is ſo forced and violent; that it can 


hardly be thought that Men would have ever eſpouſed. it, but for the Sake of an Hypothe- 
fis. The Reader may meet with a Confutation of it in moſt Commentators. 25 


(x) Whether 


COLOSSITAN C. 8 
An. Ch. 62. 


TEXT. P A R 4 P 7 8 5 g . CES | 


x7 is before all things, and or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers: 
by him all things conſiſt. - All Thi . 
18 And he is the head of the (&) hings were created by him, and to 17. 
body, the chorch | wi be in Subjection to him (y). He therefore 
is the beginning, the fir MPs | | wh : 
born font the dead; that muſt be before all Things (z), and by him all 
in all things he might Things are preſerved (a). And he is the Head 18. 
have the pre-eminence- of the Church, which is his Body (5); and he 
is the Beginning, the firſt who ever ſo roſe from 
the Dead, as not to die any more (c), that in 
my all 


NOTES. 


) Whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or Poxwers.] Mr. Locke, in his 
Notes upon Epb. iii. 10. ſays, that here Col. i. 16. theſe ſignify good Angels; nor can there, 
I.think; be any doubt, that they muſt at leaſt be comprehended as a chief Part: Bat ſince 
he himſelf ſays the Terms are ſometimes uſed for thoſe who are veſted with any Power, 
whether Men, or Angels, 1 Cor. xv. 24. why may we not ſuppoſe St. Paul uſes the Terms here 
in the ſame Latitude? Why may he not mean the viſible and inviſible Thrones, Dominions, 
Principalities, and Powers, that are in Heaven and Earth? Ir feems moſt natural to join 
his Expreſſions thus together. His Argument is by this more full, for his Deſign, as ap- 
pears by v. 18. is to prove? Chriſt's Pre-eminence to all ; and nothing could be more perti- 
nent to his Purpoſe, than what he alledges, if thus underſtood; it being reaſonable to ſup- 

pole his Authority muſt be ſuperior to any in Heaven and Earth, ſince he made all thoſe 

Angels, and Men, which in either have any Authority at all. See him on Sb. i. 21, 

(y) Eis ard. For him.] That is, to be in Subjection to him, as it is expreſs'd in the Para- 
phraſe; which I think is juſtified. by what he 2 8, v. 18. that in all Things he might have 
the Pre-eminence. By this it appears. that when God made all Things by Chrift, he did it 
With a Deſign to rule and diſpoſe of them by him. Compare Heh. I. 8. . 

17 (z) He is before all Wings. ] This I take to be equivalent to what he had ſaid before, 
that he is the frſt born of every Creature. It was that he undertook to prove, and having 
alledged his Argument to prove it in Verſe the 16th, he here draws his Concluſion, which 

muſt be the ſame with the Poſition he advanced and undertook to make good, 1 8 

(a) Ta Tavra & ovTo owns. By bim all Things conſiſt.] This is a new Medium or Ar- 
gument, which St. Paul uſes to prove the Pre- eminence and Supereminent Dignity and Au- 

thority of Chriſt, viz. That as God made all Things by him, fo he upholds and preſerves 
all Things by him too. The ſame is aſſerted, Zeb. i. 3. where he is ſaid to pd all 

| Things by the Word & Sud pes airs of his Father's Power; for the Author of that Epiſtle 
ſeems to diſtinguiſh in that ſame Verſe airs & £aur3. OD 

18 (b) The Head of the Body.] He had proved his Superiority to all the Creatures by his 
making and ſuftaining them ; and now by a third Argument he confirms his full Authority 
over the Church, and that is by God's Conſtitution and Appointment at his ReſurreCion. 
The inſiſting expreſly upon this was very agreeable to his grand Deſign, to confirm the Goloſ- 
fans in their Regard to Chriſt, he being apprehenſive of ſome Danger of their being 
_ off from him, and brought to ſubſtitute ſome other Heads in his Room. See 

hap. ii. 19. N . 9 11 
(e) "Os N agxi, ee u F vereov. Who is the Beginning, the firſt born from the 
Dead.] That Chriſt was the firſt who roſe from the Dead, never to die any more, is plain. 

Compare Rev. i. 5. 1 Cor. xv. 20, 23. Acts xxvi. 23. But the other Expreſſion, <vho 2 
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all Reſpects (d) he might be chief, being veſted For i pale obs Pater 13 
by God with the higheſt Authority. For it faneft dwell. And ide 
ſeemed good to God the Father (e) to inhabit _ ; 


NOTES. 


the Beginning, is much more obſcure. It ſeems beſide his Parpoſe to ſpeak of him here as 
the Beginning, with reference to the Creatures in general, he having done with that, which he 


had lufficiently expreſſed, v. 16, 17. It muſt therefore either refer to the Church juſt before 


mentioned, 9. d. he is the Beginning of that Church of which he is the Head; or elſe, as 


ſeems moſt probable, it may be explained from what follows,'the firſt born from the Dead, and ſo 


it may mean that he is &py1 7 Tex I4vTor [or avaſdvror]  F vexgov, and the & ν will 
then be the ſame as «7«cyn. He is the firſ# fruits of thoſe that riſe from the Dead, So 


1 Cer. xv. 20. Chriſt is raiſed from the Dead, and become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept. It is 


indeed very poſſible, that we ought in this Place to read dTragy#, inſtead of &gyn, which 


would make all eaſy ; for ſo Chryſoſtom read it in his Copy, as do alſo two MSS. mentioned 
by Dr. Mills. As 4; 


(ad) Ey .] This will bear either our common Tranſlation, in all Things, or that in 
the Margin, among all, i. e. Angels, and Men; but I prefer the former, as appearing more 
agreeable to St. Paul's Argument. *Tis reaſonable, according to his former Argument alone, 
to conclude that he muſt have a Pre-eminence over both Men, and Angels, becauſe he 
made them both; but by this new Argument from his Headſhip over the Church at his 


Reſurrection, a juſt Occaſion is taken to ſpeak of the Pre-eminence he has in all Things, 


that is in all Reſpects, not only as the Maker of all Things, but as the Mediator, raiſed 
from the Dead. = x 244] $5 | 


19 (e) The Father.] This not appearing in the Greek, bat being only ſupplied by our 


Trarſlators, has given a Handle to ſome to find fault with them; but I think they may be 
_ eaſily defended. It is indeed true, as ſome pretend, that the Greek would bear another ren- 
dering; that is, it would truly dofo, provided thisVerſe were to be conſider'd by it ſelf, ( with- 


out any Relation to the Context. But as it now ſtands in Connection with the next Verſe, 
it ſeems neceſſary to render it as our Tranſlators have done; for as SoyaTaArataiy v. 20. is 
in Conſtruction to be join'd with LHorncs, v. 19. the Things that are mentioned, v. 19, 20. 


muſt be underſtood to be all of them repreſented as pleaſing the ſame Perſon; and who 
can that Perfon be but God the Father? I ind ſome of my learned Friends are of Opinion, 


that it ought to be render'd, For it pleaſed him, i. e. Chrift, Sc. Nor do I think it any 
material Objection againſt their Interpretation, that they read amd for aur, and v. 20. 
e s for aw7%v, &c. for as the Spirits are not in any ancient MSS. they are at their Liber- 


ty to chooſe either of them, as they judge it will beſt ſuit the Apoſtle's Deſign, But this 


ſeems an unanſwerable Objection againſt that Interpretation, that St. Paul is here giving a 


| Reaſon of the Headſhip and Dominion of Chriſt, and that this Interpretation reſolves that 


Reaſon into the Will and Pleaſure of Chrift, which is contrary to the whole Strain and 
Tenor of the Scriptures, that always reſolve it into the Will of the Father. It is urged, 
that our Tranſlators are forced to go as far back as v. 12. for this Nominative Caſe to 
bd Ange, which they have inſerted, which is not to be allowed, unleſs the intermediate 
Verſes were a Parentheſis. But this Nominative Caſe may be fetched from aurs in v. 13. 
nor does any Violence ſeem to be offer'd to the Text, if we ſuppoſe St. Paul, upon his 
having mention'd God's dear Son, v. 13. to expatiate as he uſes to do, concerning Chriſt ; 


and having at laſt aſſerted the Headſhip of this dear Son of God, to. bring in his Proof 


of it in this manner. His being God's dear Son, is to be carried thro all the Things * 
im 
| > 


95 * l 2 5 14 "R 8 4 3 
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x6ving made peace through all Fulneſs by Chriſt (T), and it pleaſed 
0 0 9 | 
by him to reconcile all him, when he had made Peace by the Blood of 


3 himſelf, by Chriſt's Croſs, by Chrift to reconcile all Things 
jog 7. — Hyg ng J. to one another, for his own Glory, whether they 
chings in heaven. And Are Things on Earth, or Things in Heaven (g). 


NOTES. 


him, v. 14—18. and the Headſhip and Dominion conferred upon him is a ſignal Inſtance 
of it, and brings the Readers Thoughts back to the very Place at which the Digteſſion be- 
gan, He hath tran/lated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son; and thus it ſeems natural to ſup- 
_ ply the Nominative Caſe, as our Tranſlators have done. HE 
Y That in bim ſhould all Fulneſs dwell.) If our Tranſlators have righly render'd the 
Place, the Fulneſs here ſpoken of will be the ſame with that mentioned, Chap. ii. 9. and 
will be there confider'd. But the Paraphraſe follows the Tranſlation of Caſtellio; Quo- 
niam per eum viſum eſt patri omnem univerſitatem inhabitare, His Reaſon for this rendering 
is, that when ever an Infinitive Verb is in the New Teſtament joined with evSoxnos, it al- 
ways denotes the Action of him who is ſpoken of as pleaſed. This Obſervation ſeems to 


be very juſt, and when Beza cenſured his Tranſlation of this Place, he very judicioufly 


| defended it. See his Defence at the End of his Tranſlation, in Fol. p. 464, Cc. He ſeems 
not to have hit the true Senſe of 7x1g@va, bur otherwiſe nothing can be truer in itſelf, or 
more to St. Paul's Purpoſe, than this rendering. For he then muſt be underſtood to aſſert, 


that God therefore appointed Chriſt to be the Head of the Church, that he might i» or by 


bim inhabit all Fulneſs; that is, the whole Church or Body of Chriſt. Nothing can more 
ſait the Language of St. Paul elſewhere, Eph. ii. 21, 22. I or thro' aum [Carift] all the 


Building fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord. A Temple is an Houſe 
for God to inhabit, as therefore he in the next Words explains himſelf; In, or thro' whom 


{Chriſt] you alſo are builded together for an Habitation of God, thro' the Spirit. Nor can it 
| ſeem ſtrange, that the Church ſhould here be called Fulneſs, ſince it is fo called, Eth.1, 23. 

The Falnels of him that filleth all in all, Mr, Locke underſtands that Expreſſion to be uſed 
of Chriſt, and it is no doubt in a Senſe true of him; but conſidering the lofty Terms 
wherein he had juſt before ſpoken of God the Father, deriving all Things from him even 


that were in Chriſt himſelf, and comparing this Expreſſion with what he ſays of the Fa- 


ther, Eph. iv. 6. One God and Father of all, who is above all, and thro' all, and in you all, and 
with 1 Cor. xii. 6, It is the ſame God who worketh all in all: I ſay, conſidering theſe Things 
I am inclined much rather to underftand the Father to be meant by him that filleth all in all. 


But to return to the Text before, us, if this Interpretation be allowed, a very good Ac- 


count may be given why the 40 is here added, and it is ſaid that it pleaſed the Father to 
inhabit all Fulneſs by Chriſt, becauſe there was a double Fulneſs for him to inhabit ; namely, 
a Fulneſs of the Fews, and a Fulneſs of the Gentiles, which are both mentioned, Rom. xi. 
12, 25. I 

20 (g) Things in Earth, or Things in Heaven.) If the Hint Mr. Locke gives in his Notes up- 
on Eph, 1. 10, 20. were certain, that by the Things in Earth, and in Heaven, were meant the 
Gentiles, and the eus, there would be no Difficulty in explaining this Verſe to this Purpoſe: 
© When the Father had made Peace between Jeu, and Gentiles, by the Blood of his Son's 


* Croſs, it pleaſed him to reconcile them both to himſelf by his Son.“ There are two 


Thirgs that might incline one the rather to admit that Interpretation. (I.) That it nicely 


agrees with St. Paul's SubjeQ, for he is now treating of Chriſt's Headſhip over the 1 
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And particularly you, who were ſometimes alie- you that were ſometimes 


21. nated from (5), and Enemies to his Church, er eee 


in your Mind thro' wicked Works (i), hath yer now bath he teconci- 


22. he now reconciled in the Body of Chriſt's Fleſh ind Pn! pus ws * 
thro his Death, (I) that ſo he might preſent holy and unblameable, 
: : you 


N.OT-E.S. 
v. 18. (2.) He has fully declared the ſame Thing in the parallel Epiſtle, which gives fo 
mach Light to this, Eph. 11. 14, 15, 16. He is our Peace, who hath made both | Jews, and Gen- 
tiles] one, and hath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between us; having aboliſhed in 
his Fleſh the Enmity, even the Law of Commandments, contained in Ordinances, for to make 
in himſelf, of Twain, one new Man, ſo making Peace; and that he might reconcile both unto 
God in one Body by the Croſs, having ſlain the Enmity thereby, &c. But after all, as that great 
Man is not poſitive in his Interpretation, and the Texts he alledges ſeem not ſufficient to 
- ſupport it, it will not be amils, to try whether we can upon another. foot give a good Ac- 
count of the Verſe. So much of the former Interpretation is to be taken in here, that the 
Things in Earth may well ſignify the ers and Gentiles, and theſe he has reconciled to one 
another; and the only Difficulty is how he hath reconciled both theſe with the Things in 
Heaven. By the Things in Heaven | underſtand the good Angels, between whom and him- 
_ ſelf God could not make Peace by the Blood of Chriſt's Crofs, becauſe they had never 
revolted, or broken Peace with him. The only Reconciliation therefore that could be 
made as to them, is the reconciling them to us; and this was done by the Blood of Chriſt. 
As thereby our Peace was made with God, and the Cauſe of their Diſpleaſure againſt 
us, as the Enemies af God, thereupon ceaſed ; fo that God, by the Death of his Son, 
has made them of Enemies to become our Friends, and they are ready to perform 
all friendly Offices towards us, Heb, i. 14. And as our Lord declares upon his Reſur- 
rection, that All-powver wa, given bim in Heaven, and in Earth, Matth. xxviii. 18. and we and 
they are now both under one Head, we are ſpoken of as making one Society with them, and 
therefore we are ſaid, Heb. xii. 22. to be come to an innumerable Company of Angels, Now 
all this God is ſaid to have done, eis ayroy, 10 himſelf, which I think may very well be 
expreſſed more fully in his own Words, Philip. ii. 11, to the Glory of God the Father; where 
he is treating like wiſe of this Headſhip of Chriſt over all Things in Heaven, and in Earth, 
This ſeems to be what the Apoſtle means in this place, and that Eph. i. 10, which may be 
compared with it: That in the Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of Times, he might gather together in 
one all Things in Chriſt, both which are in Heaven, and which ave in Earth, even in him. | 

21 C) Alienated.] That is from that Body he had ſpoken of before, v. 18. The ſame 
Thing he expreſſes, Eph. ii. 12. Being Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſradl. g 

(i) Enemies in your Mind by wicked Works. ] That is, the Coloſſians, as other Gentiles, 
were Enemies to the Church of God, 7y ,,! in their Underſtandings and Judgments, 

being zealous for Idolatry; and as they did not like his Worſhip, God gave rhem up to 

commit the moſt enormous Crimes. See Hom. i. 2132. The great Cauſe of the Enmity 

and Diſtance between them and the Fey, was the ceremonial Law; and Chriſt, by aboliſh- 
ing this in his Death ſlew the Enmity, and reconciled them together, Eph, ii. 15, 16. 

22 (E) N 5 ,] & TH gapal: © carts aure, it oy H re. Hath be 
now reconciled in the Body of his Fleſh, by Death,) Two Things may appear ſtrange in reading 
this. 1. The Expreſſion, the Body of his Fleſh, which I think is not to be met with elſewhere, 
and Jeaves Commentators at a Lols for a good Explication; it ſignifying his feſby Body, as 
oppoſed to his myſtical Body, ſay ſome; or as oppoſed to his glorified Body, lay others. 2. 


COLOSSIANS: 
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g any n ne you holy and unblameable, and unreproveable 
#3 Mgmt; Je continue in ne in his Sight. And ſuch I am perſwaded b 
12 99 al 


NOTES. 


The joining that Expreſſion, in the Body of bis Fleſh, with that which immediately follows 
it, thro Death: for it is evident the former, as it is commonly underſtood, ſignifies the 
very ſame Thing with the latter. I own St. Paul does ſometimes expreſs the ſame Thing 
ſeveral Ways, but it is not eaſy to imagine, what End or Deſign could be ferved by it in 
this Flace. Theſe Things may occaſion an Inquiry. whether he might not perhaps mean 
ſomewhat very different from what has been commonly ſuppoſed. It ſeems reaſonable 


1 
An. Cbᷣ. 62. 
Neronis g. 


— 


23. 


to ſuppoſe, that the Reconciliation ſpoken of here, and Eph. ii. 16. are the ſame, and 


upon comparing the two Texts together one cannot bur obſerve, that & & owed]: cloſely 


follows SmxdJaaxdtn there, juſt as & mo gh] follows V N, in this Place. 
Now nothing can be more agreeable than to ſuppoſe thoſe two Expreſſions & è owpals, 
and © hi. mean the ſame Thing, provided any good Account can be given of & 


4 


oaends wire, Which is added to the latter. If way be given to this Interpretation, this 
Expreſſion of his Fleſh muſt fome way or other ſignify his Church, which naturally brings 


to mind the Repreſentation he makes of the Church, Eph. v. 23=32. as the Spouſe of 


Chriſt, and conſequently as his Fleſh : No Man, ſays he, ever yet hated bis own Fleſh, but 


nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord the Church ; for ave are Members of his Body, of 


his Fleſh, and of his Bones. For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave his Father, and Mother, and ſhali 


be joined unto hi; Wife, and they two ſhall be one Fleſn. This is a great Myſtery, but I 
2 concerning Chriſt and his Church. It is hence plain, that he repreſents the Church as 
hriſt's Fleſh. Now this having been much upon his Mind in writing that Epiſtle, as ap- 


pears from his enlarging upon it in ſo many Verſes, tho' it came in only incidentally, 


the Thought may be ſuppoſed to have remained ſtrong and lively, when he wrote this 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians ; and that might lead him to ſpeak of the Church as the Body of 


Chriſt's Heſb, that is, to ſpeak of the whole Church, comprizing all, both Feavs and Gentiles, 


as making up that one Body which is Chriſt's Spouſe or Wife. It adds ſome degree of Pro- 
bability to this Interpretation, that this Paſlage is joined with the very ſame Thought. 
he had expreſſed in uſing that Compariſon, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians ; and therefore 
It is the more likely, that that Compariſon did then actually occur to his Mind. Let me 


ſet down the two Places, that I may compare them together for the farther clearing this 


Matter, | | | | 
Eph, v. 27. | 75 | Col. i. 22. 
Liver apgrnon au Lau key * Tlaegs nc. CH. ies, 4 dHνLαs, 3) 
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I have followed the Valg, Latin, the Alexandrian Clermont, and many other Copies, and 
ancient Commentators in reading in the Epheſians, aur? inſtead of aurlw; by the way I 
doubt not, that a, meaning Chriſt, tho“ not expreſſed, is to be underſtood as pre- 
ceding 9Þ451o in the Coloſſians, And then nothing can be clearer than the Correſpon- 
dence and Relemblance of the two Places. "Iva aÞ45hcon wr; £10 F exAndiay an- 
ſwers to M Us xd]eraTiION du, that is, St. Again, ive f dyie ds in 
Epheſi ans, anſwers to v uas &Yyiss X) dps in Coloſſians, The reſt that is ſaid to the Ephe- 
ſians, a glorious Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, is all fummarily 
compriſed in the ſhorter Epiſtle, that to the Coloſſians, in that one Word e&veyxAntesy 


unreproveable. So that the Thoughts, and _— of the Words are the ſame in both r 
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ſhall be found, ſince (J) 


ou continue in the faith grounded and ſettled, 


Faith, grounded and ſettled, and are not moved rh N rer 


from the hope of the gol- 


away from the Hope, which, as Tenti/es, you pel, which ye have heard, 


have by the Myſtery of the Goſpel, in which % which was preached | 
you have been already inſtructed, and which is under heaven; where- | 
has been every where preached; and in preach- of I Paul am made a mi- 
ing of which I Paul have been more eminently 


employed (). 


to every creature which 


Ron.” 


NOTE 8. 


Aftet all, I am not poſitive in this Interpretation; but leave it to the conſiderate Reader, - 


to compare it with the other Accounts that are given of the Place, | 
23 (1) "Erys emule. If ye continue.] If this had been St. Paul's Deſign, I believe he 


would rather have uſed the future Tenſe 3 and therefore I chuſe to render &ys by ſince, as it 
often ſignifies. St. Paul was perſwaded that the Colofians would be. preſented holy and un- 

blameable, and unreproveable in his Sight, ſince he ſaw how firm they continued in the 
Faith. A parallel kind of Reaſoning he uſes, Philip. i. 6, J. I think this rendering is neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe of the yw/ in the next Verſe; and becauſe of what he ſays of them, Chap. ii. 5. . 


Thus Ælian uſes the Word, Var. Hift. Lib. xii. c. 25. where he gives this as a Reaſon why 
he thought himſelf obliged to ſpeak of the Romans, dye pwjdios eiu, that is, ſince, or for, 


Tam a Roman. 
(. Whereof I Paul am made a Minifter.] St. Paul, as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, was 
eſpecially intruſted with a Revelation from God, concerning the Calling them ; and as this- 
was what he preached more than any other of the Apoſtles did, he calls it his Goſpel, Rom. 


xvi. 25. And when he ſpeaks ſo much of his being a Miniſter hereof, as v. 25. and in 


many other Places, he does not do it. out of Vanity or Boaſting ; but this was of great 


Uſe to his preſent Purpoſe, as carrying a ſtrong Reaſon with it, why the Gentiles, and par- 


1 
was made manife 


ticularly the e ſhould rather believe him, to whom, as their Apoſtle, this Doctrine 
| and committed to be preached, than the Fews; from whom it had 


been concealed and kept as a Myſtery, and was not it ſelf to be diſcover'd but by a 
divine Revelation. See Eph. bil, 7, 8, 9. and Mr, Locke's Notes thereupon, _ 
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Paul having received, by a ſpecial Revelation, the Myſtery of 
God's Calling the Gentiles, and a Commiſſion to publiſh it, 
had by his zealous preaching it now brought himſelf into Bonds, 
thro the great Malice and Rage of the Jes againſt him upon that 
Account; as may be ſeen As xxi. 27, &c. Being in this Caſe, 
he was apprehenſive that the Coloſſians might be offended and diſ- 
couraged, and ſo be more liable to Impreſſions from the Fewrſh Con- 
verts, who might make an ill Improvement of his 'Trouble, and 
take a Handle from thence to urge them to ſubmit to the Bondage 
of the ceremonial Law. To prevent this is the Deſign of this Section, 
Wherein he ſhows them what Account he made of his Sufferings, 
and how much, notwithſtanding whatever he had met with, he 
was ſtill concern'd to ſpread and maintain that Doctrine which 
He had taught. 


TETT. PAR APH RAS E. 
1 HO now rejoice TOW. J rejnice 1 "1ferinos. up- » 4: 
AV in m i eg | UM (m) Fo as Or n "wy 17 ; 55 * 
which is behind of the and I who formerly procured Affliction to 
| | __ Chriſtians, 
* ä NOTES: 
24 (m) Nw algo. Who nov rejoice.) Some ancient MSS. read 9g vus algo, with whom 


the Vulgar Latin agrees, as do our Tranſlators, rendering it, who now rejoice ; but the greater 
and better Part of the MSS. and ancient Commentators leave out the 3s, which alſo is not 
render d by the Syriac; and following theſe which ſeem to me to give the better reading, I 
have here begun a new Section. Farther, the Meaning of this now, is to be learned 
from the foregoing Verle, and is plain enough, if we render it, ſince ye continue in ibe 


| Faith; that is, St. Paul rejoiced in his Sufferings for them now he ſaw they continued in 
7 the Faith. But the Reader is hinder'd from perceiving what now ſignifies, when the fore- 
; going Verſe is render'd, if ye continue, &c, 


(n) Yee vw. For you.] Nothing could be more adapted to anſwer St, Paul's Deſign, 
than the Confidecations he alledges. His Deſign is to prevent their being diſcouraged at 
his Afflictions; and to prevent it, he lets them know that he rejoiced in them himſelf; 
and ſo implies that they ought alſo, following his Example, and coneluding there was 

| D 2 | ſome what 
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1 | 
== PARAPHRASE TEXT. 
Ul _ Chriſtians, do now my ſelf ſuffer Perſecution, and or gg <a rar ary 
1 I am now filling up the Meaſure, and enduring anſch is tte“ hach: 
1 what is behind of the Afflictions allotted me in Whereof I am made 2 25 


. . . | "ET, iy 4 Tg miniſter, according to 
this Life, in the Cauſe of Chriſt (o), for the Sake P. diſpenſation of God, 


of his Body which is the Church: Of which hich is given to me for 


Church I am made a Miniſter, according to the 08. ts TE 66; nod l 
Truſt which God has committed to me for dhich ro been hid“ 


the Sake of. you Gentiles ( P), that I might from ages, and from ge- 
fully preach and make known the Word of *i2tions,nat row 3 
26. God. I mean the Myſtery which. has been 0 
kept ſecret from former Ages and Genera- 
tions (7), but is now made manifeſt to his _ | 
bh 


NOTES. 


fſomewhat honourable in them; and eſpecially ſhould: they. take Heart and rejoice 
ſmce his Sufferings were for them, and ſo were a Glory to them, as he tells the Eph:- 
ER Chap, iii. 13. JI deſire that you faint not at my Tribulations, which are your Glory, 
n like manner he ſpeaks to the Philippians, Chap. ii. 17, 18. Yea, and if I be offered upon 
tbe Sacrifice and Service of your Faith, | joy and rejoice «with you all. For the ſame Cauſe 
alſo do ye joy, and rejoice with me, | . 5 
This for you can't be underſtood as tho' his Sufferings were in any peculiar Manner up- 
on the Account of the Coloſſians, among whom he had probably. never been; but only 
as they, were Gentiles, and ſo together with all other Gentiles were alike concerned in 
the Doctrine he preached, and for which he ſaffere?; whence Eph. iii. 1. he ſtiles himſelf 
the Priſoner (10 we render. $$ pw©- for want of a proper Engliſh Term; for in the pub- 8 
lick Priſon. he was not, but only in Bonds in his own Houſe with a Keeper, A#s xxviii. | i 
20, 30. compared) of Feſus Chrift. for you Gentiles, | £ 
(o) Kei M Te viernpale of INL ονν T8 3 Ay TY ce pus, And fill 
24þ that which is behind of the Aſftictions of 4 in my Body.] The Mictions of Chriſt in this 
Place, are the Afflict ions which are endured” in the Cauſe of Chriſt. Thus 2 Cor. i. 5. 4s 
tte Sufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our Conſolation aboundeth alſo by. Chrifft. Com- | 
pare Philip. iii. 10. 1 Pes. iv. 13, The vusegipe]a therefore of. theſe muſt be what- 
ever Afflictions Chriſt ſhould ſtill ſee fit to lay upon him in this Cauſe, or for his | 
Name; as St. Paul knew from the Words of Chriſt himſelf, that a large Share was ap- 
| pointed him, A#s ix. 16, Farther, the Word dy]avarango is underſtood to intimate that 
_ | St. Paul did now himſelf ſuffer, as he had formerly, before his Converſion, made otliers 
= ſuffet for Chriſt ; and that this is the Import of ay7; many times in Compoſition, to 
ſignify. viciſim, cannot be doubted. Thus Budæus, Comm, L. G. explains y neslesed, 
dvTIA4PECdya, dh and dyTINOYICopas, I owe this excellent. Interpretation to 
Monſ. Le Clerc. Vid. Art. Criticæ, Part. II. Se&. 1. c. xii. p. 396. 3 
25 () Compare here with Eph. iii. 2. 1 Tim. i. 11, 12. | 
26 (4 The Myftery which hath been hid from Ages and Generations.) The Expreſſion. of 
T2 wuonewy 73 NN e dtC4Ze oy is render'd by our Tranſlators, Eph. iii. 9. 
1 Myſtery hid from the Beginnirg of the World ; but it is manifeſt from this Place, where it 
10 
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can be no doubt he means, that he made no Diſtinction between 
applied himſelf indifferently to both, 


COLOSSIANS. 


riches of the glory of bundant the Glory is of this Myſtery (r) among 


this myſtery among the the CTenti/es, viz. That Chriſt is to you Gen- 


Gentiles ; which is Chriſt 


1s youths hon of the: tiles become the Procurer of Glory, and the 


287) Whom we preach, Cauſe of your expecting and hoping for it. 


warning, every man, and And him it is I preach, warning every Man, 
teaching every man in all 


wiſdom ;. that we may Centiles as well as Zews (s), and teaching 
preſent every man perfect every Man in all that Wiſdom that is made 
To 9 known 


NOTES. 


is joined with Sm , Med, that it is rightly tranſlated here bid from Ages, and that it 
_ ought to have been fo tranſlated in that Place alſo. The ſame Thing is meant when 


he ſpeaks of the Revelation of the Myſtery yy egvors atwrius ozorynules, which we tranſlate, 


kept ſecret ſince the World began; but Mr. Locke better renders it in the ſecular Times, 


that is, the Times under the Law. I ſhall here tranſcribe his Remark npon the Words, 


z Rorn. xvi. 25. becauſe it gives much light to this Matter. Why the Times, ſays he, under the 
Law, were called x egvor a: fwe may find a Reaſon in their Fubilees, which were at@v:5, 
© ſecula, or Ages, by which all the Time under the Law. was meaſured: And ſo Xe 


yot xte is uſed, 2 Tim. i.9, Tit. i. 2. And ſo dives are put for the Times of 


* the Law, or the Fubilees, Luke i. 70, Acts iii. 21. 1 Cor. ii. 7. —x, 2. Eph. iii. 9. Col. i. 


*'26. Heb. ix. 26. And fo God is called the Rock 85 * dtwvwy, of Apes, Iſa. xxvi. 4. 
in the ſame Senſe that he is called the Rock of 1ſrael, I/. xxx. 29. i.e; the Strength 
* and Support of the Jewish State; for it is of the eus the Prophet here ſpeaks, So 
© Exod. xxi. 6. DYW9 eis I dove, ſignifies not as we tranſlate it for ever, but to the 
Fubile; which will appear if we compare Lev. xxv. 39—41. and Exod. xxi. 2. Now 


© that the Times of the Law were the Times ſpoken of here by St. Paul, ſeems plain 
from that which he declares to have continued a Myſtery during all thoſe Times, 


© viz... God's- Purpoſe of. taking in the Gentiles to be his People under the Meſſiah; for 
© this could not be ſaid to be a Myſtery at any other Time, but during the Time that 


_ © the Jews were the peculiar People of God, feparated to him from among the Nations 
© of the Earth. Before that Time there was no ſuch Name or Notion of Diſtinction, as 
© Gentiles, Before the Days of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, the Calling of the [/raelites 
to be God's peculiar People, was as much a Myſtery, as the Calling of others out of 


other Nations was a Myſtery afterwards, All that St. Paul inſiſts on here, and in all. 


© the Places. where he mentions this Myſtery, is to ſhew, that. tho' God had declared 


© this his Purpoſe to the Jes, by the Predictions of his Prophets -amongtt them, yet it 
lay concealed from their Knowledge, 'twas a. Myſtery to them, they underſtood no ſach- 
* Thing ; there was not any where the leaft Suſpicion or Thought of it, till the Meſſiah 


© being come, it was openly declared by St. Paul to the Fews, and Gentiles, and made 
cout by the Writings of the Prophets, which were now underſtood... | 


2.7 (r) The Riches of the Glory of this Myſtery.] This Manner of ſpeaking concerning God 


calling the Gentiles, is very familiar with St. Paul. Compare om. ix. 23. Eph. I. 7, 18. 


ii. 7. —iii. 16. Philip, iv. 19. —— 10 
28 () Tldy]a dvlewror. Every Man.] This occurring no leſs than three Times in the 
Compaſs of this one Verſe, ſhows that St. Paul laid a great Streſs upon it; and I think there 


Fewos and Gentiles, but 


) Ex 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE. NY 
>; To whom God would To whom God would make known how a- 27. 
make known what is the 


28. 


8 11 hy 
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PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


known by the Goſpel (7) ; that ſo I may pre- it Chriſt _ 29 
ſent () all to whom I preach without Dif- NY de gre 
ference perfectly inſtructed in the Doctrine and working which worketh 

Laws of Chriſt Jeſus (w). . And this is what in me mightily. For Tr 

I endeavour to accompliſh, earneſtly ſtriving, great confli I have for 

according to his Working, which powerfully you, and for them at Lao- 

and effectully worketh in me (x). For I would 3 — 5 

be very glad you ſhould be informed how e 

great my Concern (9) is for you, and thoſe of 

 Laodicea, and ſuch other Gentiles as never 

yet have had an Opportunity of ſeeing me (2): 


That 


NOTES. 


(i) Ey @acy copia. In all Wiſdom.] This may be underſtood of the Manner in which 
he behaved himſelf in his Preaching, that he did it with all the Wiſdom he was maſter of; 
but it ſeems rather to relate to the Matter of his Preaching, as it has that turn in the Pa- 
raphraſe. See v. 9. | VFA e | | | | 
(u) TInggnowulp. We may preſent.] The meaning is, I labour that my Miniſtry may 
have that effect upon all my Hearers, whether eus, or Gentiles, as that every one of 
them may appear perfect in the Sight of God. Nor need it ſeem ſtrange, that he 
mould ſpeak of this preſenting as his own AR, ſince he uſes a ſomewhat like 
Expreſſion elſewhere, 2 Cor. xi. 2. I have eſpouſed you to one Husband, that | might pre- 
ſent you As a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt, Farther, the Expreſſion here ſeems uſed in Alluſion to 
the Offerings preſented to God under the Law, and agrees with his Manner of Speech, 
Rom. xv. 16. That I ſhould be the Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the Gentiles, miniſtring the Goſpel 
of God, that the Offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being ſanctiſied by the Holy 
Ghoſt. e | TS, | 
050 Perfect in Chrift Jeſus.] Thus Chriſt elſewhere ſignifies the Doctrine or Laws of 
Chriſt, Eph. iv. 20, Heb. xiii. 8. He here hints, that they had not this Perfection by the 
Moſaick La. 85 | „ ; | | ; 
(x) According to his Working, which worketh in me mightily.) This might import the many 
Signs and Wonders, which God enabled him to perform, for the Confirmation of the Do- 
Arine he preached. Compare Gal. ii. 8. 2 Cor. xiii. 3. or elſe the divine Influence upon 
himſelf, whereby he was excited and enabled with ſuch vaſt Diligence, Induſtry, and Succeſs 


to preach the Goſpel. Compare Rom. xv. 19. I Cor. xv. 10. The next Verſe ſeems to lead 
us rather to prefer the latter of theſe. | | FE 5 


I (y) Haixzor &yora. What great Conftict.] Hereby is ſignified the great Solicitude and 
- Concern St. Paul had upon his Mind for them, Compare 2 Cor. xi. 2. the Pains he took 
to preach the Goſpel, and to aſſert their Liberty againſt ſuch as oppoſed it; the Trou- 
bles and Difficulties he now underwent upon this Account, being actually in Bonds for that 
. Cauſe, Chap. i. 24. —iv. 3. and withal herein is comprehended the Earneſtneſs with which 
he prayed for them, Chap. i. 9. | 
(2) 4s have not ſeen my Face in the Fleſh.) This alone ſeems ſufficient to determine the 


— that St. Paul had never yet been at Coloſs, Laodicea, and the Parts there- 


i, 
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[ 
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TEXT. PARAPHRASE. — 

_ _ 2 * That their Hearts might be comforted, they 2. 
earts mi un BY, * ©» | 

ed, being Lit together in being all firmly joined and compacted toge- | 
love, and unto all riches ther in Love (4), and for the Attaining the 
On do dhe ae. digheſt and fulleſt Aſſurance of this Doctrine 
knowledgment of the my- which I preach (), and the acknowledging 
gery of God, and of the this Myſtery of God, even the Father, and of 
3 hom” are bid all the Chriſt (c): In whom are laid up all the Trea- z. 


| treaſures of wiſdom and ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. 5 
knowledge. a | | | 


NOTES. 


2 (4) Knit together in Love.] St. Paal thought, that the hearty Love which Chriſtians 


bore to one another, whereby they were joined together in a mutual Concern for one 


another, would be a good Means to fortify them againſt any ill Impreſſions from Seducers. - 
Compare Epb. iv. 14, 15, 16. and by this he thought their Comfort would be beſt ſecured, - 


and they be able more eaſily to edify in Chriſtian Knowledge, 


(b) Unto all Riches of the full Aſſurance of Underftanding.] The Manner in which he ſpeaks - 
of this Myſtery, and heaps up Expreſſions concerning it, ſhews how neceſſary he ap- 
| ptehended the Knowledge of it to be. The Senſe is, that they might all concur in a full 


and certain Perſwaſion, and publick Profeſſion of this Doctrine. 


(e) The Myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of Chrift.] The only Myſtery here intended, 
is that mentioned before, Chap. i. 26, 27. in the Belief of which he ſhews himſelf on all 
Occalions ſo ſolicitous to eftabliſh the Genziles, Had he here meant any other than 
that, he would have certainly told us what it was. This Myſtery is called the e 

E 


of God the Father, as it well may be, ſince it was hid in God, Eph. iii. 9. and he made it 


known, Eph. i. 9. Col. i. 2. It is alſo called the Myſtery of Chriſt, Col. iv. 3. Eph. iii. 4. 
nor is it ſtrange it ſhould be denominated from him, who is himſelf the ſubject Matter 


of it, it being Chriſt among the Gentiles, the Hope of Glory, Chap. i. 27. and who is the 


more immediate Revealer of it, Eph, ii. 17. The Apoſtle here joins both together, as 
he might very properly do; tho' perhaps the chief Reaſon why he choſe here to add, 


and of Chrift, was that he might the more handſomely fall into the following Diſcourſe- 2” 


concerning him. 


SEC 
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C H A P. II. 4—19. 
GO NT ENT 


ER E St Paul comes directly to treat of that Matter, which 

he chiefly deſigned in writing this Epiſtle. Tho' he was 
well pleaſed with the Coloftans continuing hitherto ſo ſtedfaſt in 
the Doctrine he had taught, and in maintaining the Liberty, 
they had by Chriſt, and had therefore beſtowed very great Com- 
mendations upon them ; yet he was apprehenſive of their being 
in danger from ſome of the Fewihh Converts, who were endea- 
vouring to ſeduce and corrupt them. The Points in which, he 
judged them moſt liable to be deceived, were the pretended Ob- 
ligation of the Gentiles to ſubmit to the Maſaick Law, and the 
Fewiſh Traditions, and to yield a Worſhip to Angels.; againſt 
which with much Earneſtneſs he cautions them, ſhowing them 
that they had in Chriſt all that they could pretend to ſeek for 
elſewhere, -and that by having Recourſe to the Law, they -for- 
ſook the Subſtance, od embraced Shadows only ; that Chriſt had 
aboliſhed the Obligation to obſerve the Law, that was pre- 
tended ; and they were obliged by their Baptiſm, to refuſe the 
Submiſſion urged upon them ; and that by paying the Reſpect to 
Angels, which was recommended to them, they in Effect renoun- 
ced Chriſt as their Head, upon whom alone their Hopes ought 
to depend, as all their Supplies were only derived from him. 
His Diſcourſe, tho' ſhort, is yet admirably adapted to his Subject; 
and ſets forth with much Magnificence the glorious Advantages 


they had by Chriſt, above what could be expected from the 
Jaw. . 2 


P ARAPHR ASE. TEXT. 
A ND theReaſon why I expreſs ſuch a Con- AND this I fay, lefty 
cern for you, and repreſent all the Treaſures gary rect 


guile you with enticing 


of Wiſdom and Knowledge as laid up in Chriſt, 
is to prevent your being deluded by the plauſible 
| | Pretences 


— 


7 him; rooted and built 


C LOSSTAN& 25 


TEXT PARAPHRASE Mow 


5 words, For tho I be ab- Pretences of ſuch as would divert you from Chriſt. 


ſent in the fleſh, yet am ; | Mae 
I with you in the ſpirit, Nor would I have you think that I am over offi- 


joying, and beholding cious in giving you this Caution, and that I 
your order, and the ſed- write about a Matter of which I am wholly ig- 


faſtneſs of your faith in N 
6 Chriſt. As ye have there- norant, as having never been amongſt you; for 


we jor ef N Jeſus tho it is indeed true, that I am abſent in the 
the Lon, do walk 52 7 Fleſh, and fo cannot ſee with my bodily Eyes 
up in him, and ſtabliſned What is done amongſt you; yet I am as it were 


in the faith, as ye have preſent with you in my Spirit (4), and have 
a thro' Inſight into your Affairs, as you may 


been taught, abounding 
therein with thankſgiving. | ; 
3 aeeaſily perceive by the Commendations I give 
of your orderly Behaviour, in maintaining your 


Chriſtian Liberty, and the Stedfaſtneſs of your 


Faith in Chriſt (e); whereby I teſtify the Joy 


I have in my knowing this of you. As you 
have therefore already acknowledged Chriſt 


Jeſus as your Lord, and ſubmitted your ſelves 
to his Inſtruction and Government, perſevere 
herein, ordering your whole Courſe as he has 


directed, being firmly and cloſely united to 
him, as a Tree is by its Roots to the Earth, 


and the Parts of a Building to its Foundation ; 


and being well eſtabliſhed in the Belief of the 


Myſtery of God, in calling the Gentiles, ac- 
| cording as you have been inſtructed already 

by Epaphras; and in this Manner improving 

in the Belief of the Love of God to you, offer- 
ing Thankſgivings to him. But take care that no: 


NOTES. 


5 (4) E He, In the Spirit.) As this ſtands oppoſed to & cage in the Fleſh, it 
ſeems moſt reaſonable to underſtand it of St. Paul's own Spirit, and not, as ſome have 


thought, of the Holy Ghoſt. Compare 1 Cor. v. 3, 2 Kings v. 26. | 


(e) Stedfaftneſs of your Faith in Chrift.] Conſidering that St. Paul did not eſteem thoſe 


_ Gentiles to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith of Chriſt, who ſubmitted to the ceremonial Law, Gal. v. 
I, 2. it is but reaſonable to underſtand him here, as commending the Stedfaſtneſs of their 
Faith in Chriſt in that ReſpeQ, agreeably to what follows in this Chapter. In like Man- 
ner is Faith to be underſtood, v. 7. | 
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88 PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


3, Man make a Prey of you, and ſeduce you —_— leſt vr rs 8 
3 : E * „ you thro' phi y an 
from this your Faith, thro the vain Deceit in deceit, after the tra- 


of Philoſophy, following the Tradition of Men, dition of men, after the 

and the Rudiments of the World, and not fol- 3 2 N 
9; lowing Chriſt (F). And ſuch Care you had *" OO want: yorg., 
need uſe, becauſe by leaving Chriſt you 4 


VVV 
8 () Many are of the Opinion, that St. Paul has here a Reſpect to the Heathen Philo- 
ſophers, as well as the 22 Doctors, apprehending that both of them would uſe their 
Endeavours to ſeduce the Gentile Converts at Coloſs : But it hardly ſeems probable, that 
he thought the Chriſtians thece would be in much Danger from the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, who deſpiſed the Chriftian Religion for the Sake of that little they knew of it, 
counting the Doctrine concerning Chriſt crucified to be Fooliſhneſs; and whoſe Pride and 
Statelineſs made them diſdain to diſpate with {ach as had not the Reputation of being 
themſelves Philoſophers, and would much more make them ſhun any free Converſation with 
ſuch deſpicable People as the Chriſtians were in their Eyes. And tho' an Athenian Cu- 
riofity might make them willing to hear ſomewhat of it; yet, as we may ſee from 
the Uſage St. Paul himſelf met with, Scorn and Contempt were thought ſufficient to 
ſerve inſtead of a formal Diſpute and grave Confutation, A#s xvii. 18., 32, Nor were 
thoſe Philoſophers likely to work much upon profeſſed Chriſtians, if they attempted it; 
ter their avowed Enmity to Chrift, and his Religion, would have been an Antidote 
againſt the Miſchief, which they might endeavour to do by their Perſwaſions, and Ar- 
guments. What has been ſaid of the heathen Philoſophers, is in a great Meaſure applica- 
ble to all thofe Fewiſh Doctors, who were profeſſed Enemies to Chriſt and his Re- 
ligion : Nay, bey look'd upon themſelves as bound, by their Religion, to ſhun the Con- 
verſation of uncircumciſed Gentiles, Acts x. 28. John iv. 9. I think therefore it is moſt 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Seducers he would arm them againſt, were ſuch Fews 
as. made 8 Profeflion of the Chriſtian Religion, but yet retained a great Fondneſs for 
their old Religion; and therefore earneſtly preſſed the Gentile Converts to join the 
Laws of Moſes, and Chriſt together, The Reſpe& theſe Men pretended to have for 
Chriſt, would procure them much Regard: from Chriſtians; and ſo render them the 
more fit Inftraments. to ſeduce and pervert them. Theſe were the greateſt Hin- 
derers of the Progreſs of the Goſpel, and gave St. Pau} the moſt Trouble ; and 
againſt theſe he takes much Pains, in moſt of his Epiſtles, to guard and fortify the 
Gentile Converts, And if whatever we meet with in this Chapter, relating to Se- 
ducers, can be ſhown to be applicable to them; I ſuppoſe every one will allow that it 
is wholly ſuperfluous to ſeek for any others as intended. There can, I think, be no 
doubt, that in ſpeaking of the Tradition of Men, and the Rudiments 5uy e of the 
World, he had a Reſpe& to the Things about which the Zews were exceeding zea- 
lous. This is true, whether we underſtand the Tradition of Men, and the Rudiments of the 
World, to relate to one and the ſame Thiog, the Law of Moſes ; or whether we under- 
ſtand, as I think we rather ought, two diſtin& Things to be intended. By the Tradi- 
tian of Men, thus conſider'd as diſtin&, are meant thoſe Rules which were deviſed by 
Men, by the Fezus of former Times; and which were not to be found in the written 
Law, tho' they pretended they were handed down to them from doſes, Theſe they 
reckoned the Hedge and Fence of the Law, and made the obſerving them as neceſſa- 
ty, as the obſerving the Precepts of the written Law. Our Saviour ſeverely * 
| 9 8 them 


NOTES. 


them upon this Account, Matth. xv. 1-8. And St. Paul was himſelf, before his Con- 9 


verſion, a great Inſtance of Zeal for theſe Traditions; which, as his Words ſhew, he 
judged of the higheſt Account in the Fewiſþ Religion, Gal. i. 14. I profited; ſays he, 
in Judaiſm above many of mine own Age in my Nation, being more exceedingly zealous for 
the Traditions of my Fathers. And among theſe I would rank their worſhiping of Angels, 
and any Auſterities they any of them practiſed upon themſelves, which hal no Foun- 
dation in the Moſaick Law. 3 | 

By the coy ae of the World he certainly means the Ceremonial Law, both here 
and v. 20, as may appear by comparing, Gal. iv. 3, 9. It may perhaps be thought 2 
ſtrong Objection againſt the making theſe two diſtin& Heads of Diſcourſe, that St. 
Paul muſt then be thought, in treating of them in his following Diſcourſe, to have in- 
verted the Order in which he here ſets them down. But in Anſwer it may be ſaid, that tho? 
that Nicety is ſometimes preſcribed among the Rules of Oratory; yet a Neglect of it 
may be found in all Authors, and particularly in the ſacred Writers. See Matth. 
xii. 22. Philem. v. 5, Mr. Le Clerc, in his Supplement to Dr. Hammond, has Thewn that 
the Word cory do ſignifies ſometimes a Shadow, which Senſe does admirably ſuit St. 
Paul's Defign, as any one muſt ſee, who carefully examines the Context; for the owpa- 
xd in the next Verſe will then ſtand moſt exactly oppoſed to Shadows. See the Note upon 
it, And to the Paſſages which he has produced for this Uſe of the Word of 50:60, I 
would add this Paſſage out of Lucian's Cronoſolon, Nowa ouvpmelier Age wh 0ToTay T3 
col 1oy EZdmer . Upon which there is this Scholion in Grevins's Edition, © Sno auh e- 
Ts nals 7H ooudTo Htypagowny Aye orien, £Tw Tyde urls So1N5100 chdher, He ſpeaks 
of the Shadow of Bodies, which: was circumſcribed by the Rays of 'the Fun, for that they called 
'SorNgiov. Beſides, this well agrees with the Concluſion of his Argument, v. 16, 1). 
Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in Drink, or in Reſpe of an Holy-Day, or of the 
New Moon, or of the Sabbath-Days (which all belong to the Ceremonial Law) which are a 
| Shadow of Things to come, but the Body is of Chrit, One would gueſs, from his Concluſion, 
that he had ſomewhere in his Argument ſpoken of theſe Things as Shadows, as well as 
of Chriſt as the Body or Subſtance : But he has not done it at all, unleſs in the Place un- 
der Conſideration. So that the 17th Verſe may well be taken for an Explication of v. 8, 
9. which would determine the 591%a to ſignify Shadows ; which ſeems to be farther 
confirmed by this, that after he had expreſly called them ſo, uſing another Word oziz; 
he preſently, v. 20. returns to his former Expreſſion: If ye then be dead with Chriſt, ww a 
So elo from the Shadows of the World. FE: OW x, 

I know of only one Obje&ion againſt this Interpretation, and that is, that tho' it is 
true, if St. Paul had only uſed this phraſe here and v. 20. the Interpretation would have 
been eaſy and natural enough; yet it can hardly be fo now, ſince he had uſed the 
ſame before in writing to the Galatians, Chap. iv. 3. where he is treating of the ſame 
Thing he is here, wiz. the Ceremonial Law; and ſince there the coryge are the firſt 
Rudiments of Inſtruction, or as we call them the A. B. C. therefore in like manner we. 
ſhould underſtand the ſame Phraſe here. N l | +23 41 

I own the Objection is very conſiderable, and kept me a good while in Suſpence. All 
that I have to reply to it, is, that in the other Epiſtle, he treats indeed of the Cere- 
monial Law, but it is under a quite different Alluſion: There he repreſents the Fews 
as Minors, or as little Children put to School; and Chriſtians as grown Men come to a 
Maturity in Underſtanding and Knowledge. See Gal. iv. 9. Whereas in the Epiſtle to the 
Coloſſians, there is not the leaſt Hint of any ſuch Thing; but his Difcourſe evidently turns 
upon a comparing the Law to Shadows, and Chriſt to the Body or Subſtance, as appears by 
v. 17. and therefore, ſince god will allow this Senſe, it ought to be embraced. We 
may obſerve, that he many times uſes the ſame Phraſe in quite different Senſes : So & 
Tols. £Tsegyiog, Epb. i. 20. and vi. 12, muſt be differently underſtood: In like manner 
e cen has various Senſes in ſeveral Places. Mr. Locke, in his Note on Gal. iv. 3. 
gives a good Reaſon why he ſpeaks of theſe Things as being ef the World'; be- 
* caule, ſays be, the Obſervances and Diſcipline of the Law, led them not bez nd the 

| E 2 * Things 
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Io ſe all divine Bleſſings; for all thoſe Bleſſings Bop gre neg + Fr 
which proceed from the Godhead, and where- ies ef me gochead 
with we are filled (g), dwell in Chriſt truly 
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NOTES: | 
© Things of this World, into the Poſſeſſion or Taſte of their ſpiritual and heavenly In- 
* heritance. 5 „ , | 
This being now ſappoſed, that the Tradition of Men, and the Rudiments, or rather 
Shadows of the World, are entirely Zewiſh ; the Philoſophy and vain Deceit here mentioned 
muſt entirely belong to them allo: For that Philoſophy and vain Deceit, by which he 
feared leſt any one ſhould make a Prey of them, was after, or according to that Tradi- 
tion, and thoſe Elements or Shadows ; and conſequently was uſed by ſuch as were fond of 
_ thoſe Things. That many of the Fewiſh Converts might be acquainted . with the Heathen 
- Philoſophy, is eaſy to be believed, ſince this was then common among the Fews, who 
blended it with their Religion; as may be ſeen by many Paſlages in Foſephus, and many 
more in Philo, Theſe Converts from Fudaiſm, St. Paul thought moſt dangerous to thoſe 
who from among the Gentiles believed, as one may perceive by many Paſſages in his 
Epiſtles. Tz. i. 10, 14. —111. 9. 1 Tim. i. 4, 6, 7. —vi. 20. Nay, the chief Deſign of the 
Epiſtles to the Romans, Galatians, Epheſians, and Philippians, is to arm them againſt ſuch 
Seducers; and ſo it is likewiſe of this Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, as I hope more fully and 
clearly to ſhew, under the next Section. This Place, as it ſtands with the Context, de- 
ſerves to be compared with Eph. iv. 14, 15, 16 - 5 i 
9 (g) Tay 7% wAngwue N Jeαν¹çoB-. Al the Fulneſs of the Godhead.) This Expreſſion 
does not ſignify all the Perfections that belong to the Godhead ; nor is that Senſe counte- 
nanced by any the like Expreſſion, that I can remember, in the whole Bible, Indeed, 
the Term Fulneſs connotes ſome Veſſel wherein that Fulneſs is contained, and that the 
Fulneſs is ſomewhat different from the Veſſel which contains it ; which may, for ought 
I know, be the Reaſon why no ſuch Fulneſs is ever attributed to God; bat always when a 
Fulneſs is aſcribed to him, it is that Fulneſs wherewith he fills other Beings. The Fulneſs 
therefore of the Godhead, I think, is not to be underſtood of any immanent Fulneſs of 
the Godhead, but of that abundance of Bleſſings wherewith the Godhead fills us; juſt. 
as we have a ſomewhat like Phraſe, v. 19. increaſeth awith the Increaſe of God; ſurely not 
with any Increaſe in the bleſſed God himſelf, but with that Increaſe which he effe&s 
and produces in us. It is the ſame Thing which he calls, All the Fulneſs of God, Eph. i ii. 
19. That ye might be filled with all the Fulneſs of God, i. e. all ſuch Fulneſs as God is wont ro. 
beftow, a Fulneſs not of one ſingle Gifr, but of all the Gifts which are needful for 
_ Chriſtians, In like manner, Epb. i. 23. the Church is called the Fulzeſs of him that filleth 
all in all, which I underſtand, as I ſaid before, of the Father; but fuppoſing it meant 
of the Son, it is ſtill ſuch a Fulneſs as I ſpeak of, not an immanent, but a tranſient Ful- 
_ nefs, Cach a Fulneſs wherewith he fills the Church: And thus the Eulneſs of Chrift, Eph. iv. 
13. is to be explained in the ſame Manner. The Fulneſs then of the Godhead, is that Plenty 
of excellent Gifts, which from the Godhead was communicated to Chriſt, by him to be 
»mparted to us, in order to the filling us; it is, according to the Evangeliſts, a Fulneſs of 
Grace and Truth, ſuch Grace and Truth as came by Jeſus Chriſt, and are received by us, 
/ Fobn1.14416,17- And thus this Expreſſion is much the ſame in Senfe, with what he 
had uſed juſt before, v. 3. In him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and e dee 1 
can't tell, but that ſome may regard the Judgment of St. Ferom ; and therefore I will 
here take notice, that he certainly had no Apprehenſion, that the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
neceſſatily implied any ſuch Senſe as ſome have put upon it; nay, he muſt have allowed 
that Senſe in which I have explained it; for theſe are his Words upon Gal. iii. 13, Ille ſe 
de plenitudine & de forma Dei evacuatit, formam ſervi accipiens, ut in nobis habitaret pleni- 
do divinitatis, & damini fieremys e ſervis, i. e. Chriſt emptied himſelf of the Fulne : and 
| FOINY 
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TEXT. PA R A PH R A SE | Neronis 9. 


x0 1 1 and ſubſtantially (Y). And accordingly you have 10. 
8 principalitpx been filled by him, who is the Head of all 


r Principality and Power (1), and whom there 
e are Circumciſed with Your net | 2 | | 3 
e Ciscumcilſon made fore you ought not to forſake out of a pretended 


Vithout hands, in putting Reſpect to them. By whom alſo you have 11. 
off the body 5 on fins obtained the true ſpiritual Circumciſion (+), by 
W putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh (J), 


NOTES. 
© Form of God, taking upon him the Form of a Servant, that the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
might dwell in us, and we of Servants might become Lords,” Moſt agreeably to the 
Explication I have given of the Fulneſs of the Godhead, that dwelt in Chriſt, does St. Paul 
immedately add, Kai sse & wire aenAngwuWa, which we have render'd, And ye are 
complete in him; but it would have led the Engliſb Reader much better into the Apoflle's 
Thought, had it been render'd, And ye are filled by him. : N 
(Y) Sopd)ios. Bodily.) 1. e. really and ſubſtantially, and not after the Manner of Types 
and Shadows. The Antitbeſis is very agreeable, when 50:14 in the foregorng Verſe is 
explained by Shadows, St. Paul ſeems to repeat at the 17th Verſe, what he had ſaid here, 
and by his Uſe of the Word cd there, ſhows how co@pa]izo; is to be underſtood 
here: Which { Fewiſh Obſervances] are a Shadow of Things to come; but the Body is of 
Chriſt, Compare Heb. viii. 5, —ix. 23. —x. 1, In like manner is Truth to be underſtood, 
John i. 17. The Law came by Moles ; but Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt : Where Truth 
can't be underſtood as oppoſed to Falſhood, but to the Types and Shadows of the Law. 
St. Auſtin entirely concurs in this Interpretation, for in his Notes upon P/al. Ixvii. or, afier 
our numbering, the Ixviii. he thus explains this Place: In ipſo quippe inhabitat omnis ple- 
« nitudo divinitatis, non umbraliter tanquam in Templo a rege Salomone facto, ſed corporaliter, 
© id eſt ſolide atque veraciter. © In him dwels all the Fulneſs of the Godhead, not like a 
* Shadow, as in the Temple built by King Solomon, but bodily, that is, ſubſtantially and 
3. Spy... -- | | | | 5 | | 
| 10 05 The Head of all Principality and Power,] He here lays in a Caution againſt their 
being drawn from Chriſt to the Worſhiping of Angels, of which he ſpeaks afterwards, 
v. 18, 1 
11 ( Circumciſion made without Hands. ] He diſtinguiſhes the external Circumciſion made 
with Hands, from the internal and ſpiritual, which could not be made with Hands, 
Rom. ii. 28, 29. while the Fews had the former, St. Paul claims the latter, as now 
wholly belonging to Chriſtians. Hence, when he cantions the Philippians, Chap. iii, i 
againſt Fewiſh Deceivers, he vouchſafes them not the Name of Circumeiſion. Beware, ſays 
he, of the Conciſion; for ave are the Circumciſion, And when the Fewwiſh Converts urged 
the Gentiles to ſubmit to Circumciſion, he here ſhows they had no Need of it, having. 
already received the true Circumciſion. ; | = 
(1) In putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh.] He ſpeaks of the Vices of the Unrege- 
nerate, and the Virtues of the Regenerate, under the Figure or Notion of a Man; calling 
the former the old Man, and the latter the new Man, Chap. iii. 9, 10. pb. iv. 22, 24. 
the former ve put off, the latter we put on; as tho' a Man ceafed to be, as it were, 
the ſame ſelf he was before; whereby is only ſignified an entire Change of Habits, Thus 
Mens Vices are ſet out as a Body, and ſuch a Body as is to be crucified and deftroyed, or of 
which we are to be entirely diveſted. Thus Rom. vi. 6. Knowing that our old Man is crucified 
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in Baptiſm, which is the Circumciſion of Chriſt, cumciſion of Chriſt, Bu- 12 


or the. Chriſtian Circumciſion; and fo can have go ork ene GO; 
no Need of the Jemiſb Circumciſion . in the with bim, thro! the faith of 
12. Fleſh, And this putting off the Body of the *h< operation of God, who, 
Sins of the Fleſh, was ſignified. to you at your dead. And you being 14, 
Baptiſm (m) : wherein, as Perſons dead; you. dead in your fins, and the 
were in a Manner buried, being put under the ef, ach he of your 


„ . fs fleſh, hath he quickned 
Water: In which Baptiſm is alſo repreſented together with ble,  ha- 


your Reſurrection, together with him to a new Ving forgiven you all rrel- 
Life, thro' a Belief of the great Power of God, 
13. Who raiſed him from the Dead (2). And. 
you, when you were in your forlorn Condi- 
tion as Centiles, dead in your Sins (o), and 
1 1 when 


NOTES. 


- with him, that the Body of Sin.might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould noi ſerve Sin. When 
he here calls this Body, the Body. of the Sins of the Fleſh, heshas a Reſpect to the Source from 


whence theſe Sins ſprang ; to which Purpoſe he ſpeaks ofithe Fleſh, Rom. viii. 4, 5, 6, 12, 13. 
. —X111. 14. and in many Places. | Fo; 


12 (m) This Verſe is in Purſuance of what he had ſaid in the former, viz. to ſhow 
that the Coloſſians had obtained the true Circumciſion by Baptiſm, in as much as thereby 
they made à Profeſſion of being dead with Chriſt, ww of being raiſed together with 
him to a new. Life. | | 
(u) Aa & miſews ꝙ seg es Ts Os d Le wiroy ny T3 veugeor. Thro' the 
Faith of the Operation of God, who hath raiſed him from the Dead. Tho' our Tranſlation may 
be juſtified, yet being ambiguous, it is apt to miſlead the Reader. I believe few, who 
only read the Engliſh, think of any Thing elſe, but a Faith which is wrought in Men 
by God; but this ſeems not to have been St, Paul's Thought, who, if I miſtake not, 
| ſpeaks of a Belief of the Power of God, exerted in raiſing Chriſt from the Dead. The 
| Operation of God is not ſpoken of as the Cauſe, but the ſubje# Matter of their Faith, The 
Syriac is expreſs for this Senſe, And as our riſing here to a new Life, is attributed to 
the Belief of God's Power in raiſing Chriſt ; ſo St. Peter [peaks of God, as begetting us again to 
a lively Hope, by the Reſurrection of Chriſt from the Dead, 1 Pet. i. 3. And again, v. 21. Who 
by bim do believe in God that raiſed him. up from the Dead, and gave him Glory, that your 
Faith and Hope might be in God, Moreover, it is to be obſerved, that the happy Change 
made in their Condition, is attributed to their Faith in the Power of God, in raiſing Chriſt; 
and not to any Reſpect they had paid to the Law of Moſes + Which is farther inculcated in 
the next Verſe. is GY 5 
13 (0) Dead in your Sins.) The like we have Eph. ii. 1, 5. and in both is meant the de- 
plorable Condition they were in as Gentiles; which is deſcribed in very moving Terms, Eph. 
iv. 17—19. That, ye benceforth.avalk not as other [unconverted] Gentiles walk in the Vanity of 
their Mind, having the Underſtanding darkned, being alienated from the Life of God, thro' the Ig- 
norance that is in them, becauſe of 'the. Blindneſs of their Heart; ⁊ubo being paſt feeling, have given. 
themſelves over untq Laſcivieuſneſs, to. work all Undeanneſs with Greediveſs 157 
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x4 paſſes ; Blotting out the when you were unciroamciſed (), hath God 


f EN * of n | | | Vl 4 ay | 1 | * | vs 
3 E the Father (2) quickned together with Chriſt, 


which was contrary to forgiving you all your 'Treſpaſles. Blotting Out 
4 7 ing eren and vacating the Hand- writing that was contained 
e nun poſitive Inſtitutions and Ordinances, which 
was a Diſadvantage to us Gentiles, ſeparating 
us from his People and Kingdom (7); this he 
removed 


NOTEL 


14. 


4 p) In the Unarcumciſion of your Fleſh.) As God had called the Coloſſians, when uncircum- 
ciſed Gentiles, and had without any previous Circumciſion quickned them with Chriſt ; 


this was a clear Evidence that Circumciſion, and a Conformity to the Law of Moſes, were 


not required by him as Terms neceſſary for their obtaining his Favour, and their being 


admitted into his Church. 


() The Agent ſpoken of in this, and the two next Verſes, is God the Father, who 


quickned the Coloſſians together with Chrif, forgave their Treſpaſſes, blotted out the Hand-curiting 
of Ordinances, nailed it to the Croſs, diveſted Principalities and Powers, &c. This is ſo very ob- 


vious, according to the grammatical Conſtruction of the Greek, that I ſhould not have thought 


it needful to have mentioned it, were it not generally over-look'd by Commentators. 


14: (7) EZareilas A i yeeyerem Tois oy par. Blotthig out the Hand-writing © 


of - Ordinances that was againſt us.] We cannot well miſs the general Deſign of this Place, 


and eſpecially, if we compare it with Eph. ii. 14, 15. He is our Peace, who bath made both one, 
and bath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between us ; having aboliſped in his Fleſh the 


Enmity, even the Law of Commandments contained in Ordinances, for to make in himſelf, of 
Twain, one new Man, ſo making Peace. But it is ſtill a Doubt how we are to explain the 


X Yeo, or Hand-writing here. The proper Senſe of that Word is a Writing ſubſcribed 


by a Perſon, whereby he obliges himſelf to another; thus the Bill which a Debtor gives to 
his Creditor, whereby he owns himſelf indebted to him, and promiſes him Payment, is 
his Chirographum : And tho' the Word is not there uſed, St. Paw! properly gave his Chiro- 


graphum to Philemon, v. 18, 19. But the Difficalty is how to accommodate this to the Cere- 


monial Law, or to the Ordinances, and merely peſitive Obſervances, wherein the Hand- 
writing lay. Now this muſt be explained, according to the Party whoſe Hand-writing this 


is ſuppoſed to be. If it be ſuppoſed to be the Hand -writing of the Fews, the Senſe will 


ſeem to be this; that they by obſerving the preſcribed Services of the Law, did biad them- 
ſelves to God, and make an open Profeſſion of being his peculiar People, renouncing Fel- 


lowſhip with all Gentiles, as excluded from that Privilege. And as long as the Obligation 
to that Service laſted, this muſt be underſtood to be not only the intended, but the real 
and true Declaration of ſuch Obſervances, which may well be ſaid to be againſt, and con- 


trary to the Gentiles , but when once the Obligation to that Service ceaſed, as it did at the 
Death of Chriſt, the State of the Caſe was quite alter'd: And tho' the Fews might conti- 
nue thoſe Services with the ſame Intention and Deſign they did before; yet the Gentiles 
could not properly be affected thereby, ſince the Miſtake of the Fews could not make 


any real Alreration in the Caſe of the Gentilet. God therefore, at the Death of Chrift, - 


blotted out the Hand-writing of the Fews'in thoſe Ordinances, making that Service, from 
that Time, to be no farther to the Prejudice and Difadvantage of the Gentiles ; the Hand- 
writing of the Jews was thenceforth as uſeleſs and inſignificant, as a cancelled Writing. 


On 
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15. 


Chap. II. 


publickly as an Example of cheerful Obedience 


SO LOSSITIAN& 
PAR AY HR AS E. 


removed from between us and them (5s), and 
nailed it to his Son's Croſs. And having ta- 
ken from the good Angels their Authority (z), 
he ſubjected them to Chriſt, and propoſed them 


IAI. 


And having ſpoiled prin- 13 
cipalities and powers, he 
made a ſhew of them 
openly, triumphing over 


to 
NOTES. 


On the other hand, this may be conſidered as the Hand. ævriting of God himſelf, which 
he gave to the Jews; and then the Matter is to be explained to this Purpoſe : God 
had been pleaſed to erect his Kingdom among the Fews, and he obliged and ingaged 
himſelf to take them for his People; to teſtify and declare this he gave them the Law, 
which preſcribed Circumciſion, and other Ceremonial Services, by which he diſtinguiſhed 
them from all People that were upon the Face of the Earth; he declared moreover, that 


he intended in due Time to put his Kingdom into the Meſſiah's Hands, when he would 


evlarge it, and then the Jes ſhould belong to it, in caſe they ſubmitted to the Meſ- 
ſiah's Rule, This Obligation under which God ſo peculiarly laid himſelf to the Fervs, 
was, while that Covenant laſted, contrary to the Gentiles, ſeparating them like a mid- 
dle Wall from God's People and Kingdom; but when the Fews obftinately refuſed to be 
ſubject to the Meſhah, and even crucified him; they thereupon ceaſed to be his pecu- 
liar Kingdom and People, and the Obligation on God's Part ceaſed to them as a People, 
and they ſeverally ſtood upon the ſame Terms with the reſt of the World; the Obliga- 
tion was cancelled, and as they nailed the Meſſiah to the Croſs to deftroy him, God, as it 
were, nailed the Hand-writing he had given them to his Croſs alſo, that is utterly deſtroyed 
or vacated it. The Difference is but ſmall, which ever way it is taken, and the Reader 
is left to take his Choice, 1 His „ | 

(5s) Ard fene e Ts H. He took it out of the Way.] That is, he did not ſuffer it to 
continue ſtill between us and the Fews, to ſeparate us from one another. The Apoſtle had 
the ſame Thought here, that he had in Writing Eph. ii. 14. where he ſpeaks of the Break- 
ing down the middle Wall of Partition between us, vizs Gentiles and Fews. The Reader ought 
to obſerve the Reaſon why this is mentioned, and that is to ſhow that the Coloſians were 
not to ſubmit to the Law, in order to theit being accepted as God's People; and it is 
from this that he makes his Inference to that Purpoſe, v. 16, 17. as the next, that is, the 
15th Verſe is in Order to his drawing another Inference, v. 18, 19. | 

15 (t) ATexJvoamlCr T4s dgyas Ts Sexo ins. Having ſpoiled Principalities and Powers. | 
The Senſe given of this Verſe in the Paraphraſe, is ſo wholly different from what has 
been ever ſaid by any Commentators upon it, that it will not be ſtrange if the Reader be 


at firſt ſhock'd at it: And it will be the more neceſſary to take ſome Notice of the Explica- 


tions which uſe to be given, and hint the Miſtakes they carry in them. They then moſt 
certainly are much out of the Way, who are for rendering the Words thus, Having put off, 
[viz. his Fleſh] be openly made a Shew of Principalities ; for they do not obſerve what is yet 
very plain, that this 472xJvo4w%C- is not predicated of Chrift, but of God the Father. See 


v. 13. and Note (). Now it is too evident, that nothing of this Nature can be affirmed 


concerning God the Father, Again, they who avoiding that Miſtake, do with our Tranſla- 
tors underſtand what is here ſaid concerning the evil Angels; and ſuppoſe they are ſpoken 
of as ſpoiled, and expoſed to pablick Scorn and Contempt at the Death of Chriſt, ſeem to 


build entirely upon the Expreſſions here uſed, which they think will bear ſuch a Senſe as 


they put upon them; but they do not ſo much as attempt to- ſhow how they came in, oo 
= 5 what 


1 AA NOTES: 11:0 
what Relation they have to, or Connection with any Part of the Context; which carries 
jn it an Infinuation, as tho St. Paul were a very careleſs Writer; than which nothing can 
appear more unreaſonable to any one, who, bas read his Epiſtles with Attention, and has ob- 
| Terved how cloſe a Reaſoner he always ſhews ,himſelf to be. The Way to diſcover St. 
Paul's Meaning, in any particular Paflage, is to obſerve: the chief Deſign he is driving on, 
which he never loſes Sight of; tho his Reader without much Attention eaſily may, In this 
Way the ſeveral Steps he takes, and the Advances he makes in his Arguments toward what 
is his chief Aim, may be more eaſily diſcern'd; nor is this more neceſſary in any Place, than 
that before us. Now to lead the Reader into St. Paul's trae Meaning, let him obſerve 
that the 16th and 17th Verſes are deliver'd as an Inference from what he had ſaid at v. 14. 
Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in Drink, or in Reſpect of an Holy-Day, or of the New 
Moon, or of the Sabbaib- Days; which are a Shadoav, of Things to come, but the Body is of Chriſt. 
This is well and juſtly inferred from v. 14. where he ſays : God bas blotted out the Hand - 
writing of Ordinances that was againſt us, and took it out of the Way. But v. 15. now under 
Conſideration, and which comes between the Foundation or Ground of the Inference, and 
the Inference it ſelf, has not the leaſt Relation to one, or the other. There muſt certain- 
ly be ſome Reaſon for this Procedure, that a Matter ſo entirely foreign to his Subject 
ſhould be inſerted between Things fo cloſely connected, as are v. 14, 16, 17. The only 
Reaſon I can perceive for this, is that as he lays down v. 14. the Foundation of one In- 
| ference, viz. that which he delivers v. 16,17. io in this v. 15. he lays down the Founda- 
tion of another Inference which he deſigned to draw; and which he accordingly actually 
delivers, v. 18, 19. Let no Man beguile yon of your Reward, in a voluntary Humility, and 
«vorſhipping of Angels, intruding into thoſe Things which be hath not ſeen, vainly puft by bis fleſbly 
Mind; and not holding the Head, from which all the Body by Joint, and Bands baving Nouriſh + 
ment, miniſtred and knit together, increaſeth with the lncreaſe of God. The Reader may try if 
he can deviſe any cther Reaſon, but this now aſſigned, why v. 15. is placed in the Mid- 
dle between two Parts of an Argument, to which it has not the leaſt Shadow of any Rela- 
tion. This then being ſuppoſed, that v. 15. is the Foundation of the Inference drawn d. 18, 
19. its manifeſt that they muſt both belong to the ſame Subject; and that as the Worſhip he 
cautions them againſt, v. 18. is the Worſhip of the good Angels (for certainly the Coloſ- 
fians were in no danger of being drawn in to worſhip the Devil, and his Angels, and 
therefore did not need to be cautioned againft it) ſo the Principalities and Pocvers, men- 
tioned here in-this 15th Verſe, muſt be the good Angels alſo ; for otherwiſe this can be no 
Foundation for'the Inference he makes. This will be farther confirmed by looking back 
to o. 10. where the Apoſtle had what he here ſays in his Eye, and is paving his Way to the 


| # 4 @& k 4 


Caution he deſigned to give them. And, ſays he: ye are compleat in (or ye are filled by) 


him, who is the Head of all Principality and Power. Chriſtians are filled by Chriſt, as from 
him they derive Nouriſhment, <uhereby they increaſe with the Increaſe of God, v. 19. And Why 
does he ſay they are filled by him, who is the Head of all Principality and Power, but to hint 
to them that wa were not filled by any Principality or Power that was in Subjection to him? 
And muſt not then all Principality and Power, there mentioned, ſignify the good Angels? 
Could he ſuſpect they imagined they were filled by the evil Angels? And does not this 
clearly lead us to expound the Principalities and Powers, uv. 15. where he reſumes that Sub- 
ject of the good Angels? So far the Matter ſeems clear, the only Thing farther neceſſary, 
is to ſhow how the ſeveral Expreſſions, here uſed, will bear to be applied to the pood Angels. 
The whole Verſe may be thus rendered: And having divefied Principalities, he propoſed them 
publickly as an Example, making them to triumph in him, The Word aT«xvoaumwCr- here 
tendered, having diveſted, is uſed in much the ſame Senſe, Chap. iii. 9. Compare alſo Chap. 
ii. 11. What is meant by this rendering, is that whereas the Angels, before: our Saviours 
Time, ſeem plainly -to have had Provinces and Dominions allotted them, one preſiding 
over one Country, and another over another Country, &c. (To which Purpoſe, ſee Dan. 
x. 13, 20, 21.) this Power was taken from them, ar our Lord's Re ſurrection, and the Com- : 
mencement of the Morid to come; and they being all diveſted of their Dominion, were 
FOR | 158 placed 
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Y ARA HRAS E. TEXT. 


to him , cauſing. them eerst n mk. them in i. Let 50 den 14 
„Since then God has quickn 


V1) . vou 0 Tem tles Ft 404 9 
when you were dead in Sins and uncircumciſed, © 


NOTES. 


placed in aSnbjeQion to him. This is the al Repreſentationof the Holy-Scriptures, Heb. . 
11. 5. Unte the Angels bath be nc put in Subjeftion the World to come. Heb. i. 4 When he again 
bringeth in the firſt Begotten into the World, be ſaith : And lot all the Angels of God worſhip him. 
1. Pet. iii. 2 1. Who is gone into Heaven, and is on the Right Hand of God, Angeli, and Authorities, 
and 'Powwevs- being made ſubject umo hum. Eph. i. 20, 21. He raiſed him from the Dead; and 
fet him at his own Right Hand in the heavenly Places, far aboue all Principality, and Power, and 
Might, and Dominion, and over Name that is named. Philip. ii. 9, 10. Wherefore God alſo hath 
highly exalted him, and given bim a Name, which is above every Name; that at the Name of Jeſus 
eber Tuee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, and in Eavth, and under the Earth. And it may 
deferve remarking, that thu* the Angels are feveral Times called Gods in the Old Teſta- 
ment; which was. very proper in that Situation of Things, wherein they had a proper 


- 
8 7-4 


Dominion and Anthority'commitred. to them; yer after their Dominion ceaſed, and the 
 Wotld to come began, at our Lord's Reſurrection, they are never called Gods, that is, they- 


ate never called ſo in the New Teſtament; not fo much as in thoſe Citations out of the 
Old Teftament ; wherein they were ſtiled fo. See Heb. ii.) What is in the Hebrew, Thow- 
Baſt: made bim a little lower than the Gods; is, in the Apoſtle's Citation, Thom baſt made 


Vm a little lower than the Angels. Compare Heb. i. ). 


Erie riger on: eß g ba. He made a Shew of them openly.] The Paraphraſe ren- 
ders it, be propoſed them publickly as an Example, that is, an Example of Subjection and 
Obedience to Chriſt. I queſtion whether the Word is ever to be found in any Author, 
except fuch as comment upon, or refer to this Place; and as the Meaning of it is to be 
3 from {iy pa, from whence it is derived, there is no Neceſſity of taking it in an 
iſt Senſe ; nay, when the Expoſing to Contempt and Diſgracs is deſigged, we find the Word 
HC ei is uſed, Matth. i. 19. Heb. vi. 6. And yet even ne, is uſed in a 
good Senſe by [ſocrates, in Evagor, p. m. 378. where he has naAaire x leοννẽ Dade. y war 
ra, and much more may #i7pa and its Derivatives be fo underſtood, 1 
phraſe is juſtified 


F OeruCdras aury';.. Triumpbing over them.] The rendering in the 


| Para 
| „ who have in that Manner tranflated the ſame Expreſſion, 2 Cor. ii. 14. 


Phauks be to God, mw gifs Je νν r, md eis, who always cauſeth us to 
tuiumph in Chrift, The other Senſe here given of this Word of iriumphing over, or of leading 
in Triumph, ts not diſagreeable to either of the two Places, wherein St. Paul uſes-it. Plutarch 
in Remelo thus uſcs. the Word, s Je Bacicrs.. The Latin Word triumpbars is uled- 


ib the fame Manner, whence Virgil, Georg. iii. v. 33. has, biſque trimmpbatas gente And 
Ovid. Amor. i. Heg. xv. v. 26. triumphati-orbis.. And Aurelius Victor de Viris illuſtr. in Meiello 
Macedon, Avhuos triumphandos. And Lattantins, Lib. vi. c. 23. Hic terram triumphabit. It 


ſeems. the Fulg. Latin took the Word in both Places in this Senſe, rendering: it here #ri- 
umphans illos, and 2 Cor. ii. 14. qui nos ſampen triumphat. Upon which Place, St. Jerom. ad 
Hedib. quaſt. xi. thus comments: Triumphat nos, pro eo quod eft triumphat de nobis, ſive tri- 
unphbum ſuum agit per nus; gui in alio loco dixovat,, Spoctaculum facti ſumus mundo, & angelis, 
& bominibus. It the Word is taken in this Senſe, and we render it, be led them in triumph by 
him ; the Paſſage will marvellouſly agree with that which is reckoned parallel to. it, Epb. 
iv, 8. He led Captivity captive : Concerning which fee the Appendey, 1 
Ey ad. In it.] Our Tranflators have here referred the u to the Croſs, which 


is wterly.difagreeable to the Apoſtle's Scope, as is the Reading e vas of:c1! Favep. The 


zendering 


xy the ſabbath - days: which 


33 
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TEXI. PARAPHRASE. 
reſpe& of an holy · dayſ ot 


of the new moon, or 


let no Man take upon him to paſs Sentence upon 
are a ſhadow of things to you, that you belong not to the Church of 


come ; but the body is of God (#); becauſe. you do not obſerve the ſame 


18 Chrift, Let no man be- : | "oo" 
| guile yon of your reward, Ordinances with themſelves about Meats, or 


in 2 voluntary humility, Drinks, or Feaſts, or New Moons, or Sabbath- 
Days; which Things were only a Shadow or 

Type of Things that were to come, but are 

now actually come, Chriſt being the real and 

ſubſtantial Bleſſing, which they obſcurely ſha- 

dowed forth; and while you retain the Sub- 

ſtanee, you will not need the Shadow (22). 


And ſince he has diveſted Principalities and 
Powers, let no Man take upon him to con- 
demn () you, while he pleaſes himſelf with 


NOTES. 


rendering in our Margin is yet worſe, in himſelf, becauſe it goes upon the Miſtake that 


Chriſt is Ipoken of as doing theſe Things; whereas it is evident, it is the Father who is 
 taid to do them by him. Upon the whole, the only proper and true rendering, is in, or 
by bim, that 1s, Chrift, OE, 9 eee eee Rs 5 
16 (u) Kewtrw. Fudge.] The Senſe is ſufficiently expeſſed in the Paraphraſe, which is 
grounded upon a parallel Place, Roms. xiv. 3. Let not him which eateth not, judge him tbat 


eatet h; for God hath received him. The Meaning of which is, let not the Few, Who ſcruples 


the indifferent Ule of all Meats, judge the Gentile to be out of the Church of God, be- 
cauſe he puts no Difference between Meats, but freely and indifferently uſes all; let him 
not, I ſay, judge thus of the Gentile, fince God has received him into his Church. Sce more 
there in what follows in the Context. VVV | 

- 17. (<) Te g np Ts yes. The Body is of Chrift.} As the Body ſtands oppoſed to the 


und cancelled the Hand-writing of Ordinances; 
a 


ſeronis g. 
A 


— 


I 


Shagow, it muſt ſigni fy the Reality, Truth, or Subſtance of the future Things; and ſo con- 


firm the Interpretation before given of g@pd]aas, v. 9. This Body or Subſtance, he ſays, 
22 oy ; that is, belongs to him, is his, is only to be found or ſought in him, and not 
in the Law. | Fr MS | 
18 (x) KaJabexfdirw. Begwile.] The Word is uſed by Demoſthenes, adv. Meil, to ſig- 
nify condemning, and fo xdJaCeg5 uy is explained by Phavorinus by xd]axeirar, as well as 
by DN, I am ſenſible, that Chry/oftom, and the Greek Commentators, who follow 
him and Zonaras on Can. xxxv. of the Council of Laadicea, have affixed the other Senſe to 
the Word, Which our Tranflators ſeem to embrace. They tell us, that it imports that one 
gets the Victory, and another obtains the Reward ; but I don't ſee how this can be applied 
re, ſince it was impoſſible any one ſhould loſe the Reward, who did not loſe the Victo- 
And therefore Oeumenius, after he had given that Senſe, following Cbryſoſtom, ſubjoins 
the other. Midas vuds xd)aberldire. Mud , Nee = And as this makes the 
beſt Senſe, ſo it ſeems to be contumed by v. 16. e e 
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 fomewhiat will be ſaid in the next Note; and the Neglecting 
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an Humility ()), and worlhipping of Angels nd: worſhipping of /av+. | 
(2) of his 5 9, deviſing, | bolcly Peine W f dan e 1 
and dictating about Matters which he knoõwwũ es 

nothing of 3 and this he is led to by his Jewiſb | 

4 : ; 24 een 22 | 'Femper; 


NOTES: 


y) ®thwy oy Taravopegoun. In a voluntary Humility.] It is reckoned ſomewhat doubt- 
ful, with what JA is to be connected, and ſo not eaſy to determine certainly the exact 
Senſe of the Verſe, If it is to be joined with undes, it might be rendered either, Let no 
axe, whoever be be, condemn yon; or, let no one who has a Mind, or is forward to do it, condemn 
vou : But if we join it with what follows, the Senſe runs thus, Let no Man condemn you, plea- 
$rg:bimſelf in his (ſappoſed) Humility, and his worſbipping of Angels. In this. Senſe is the 

ord uſed, 2 Sam. xv. 26. Oux 13%AnKa, & c, I have no Pleaſure in thee, 1 Sam. xviii. 22. 
The King hath Delgbi in thee. This Senſe ſeems agreeable enough to the Deſign of the Apoſtle. 
And indeed, that 54awy is rather to be joined with c/T4T&yapggowy, and ſo to be interpreted 
af an ungrounded Humility, may appear, becauſe this beſt reconciles it with the appearing 


Gl Hh 


_ Oppoſition of the Word gvor2w©r, which follows; ſuch conceited Humility being very 
eonſiftent with Pride and Affectation. Beſides, v. 23. ſeems to determine this to be the 


Senſe, for the 3iawy eo Senoree here, anſwers to & 63:xobenords there; and therefore. as 
hereby is meant a Worſhip that proceeded from their own Will, and not from any divine 
Appointment ; ſo the 3{awy en Tearargpeouy, muſt ſignify their chooſing and affetiing an 
Humility of their own deviſing, without any Preſcription from God. Only let it be noted, 
that what St. Paul here reduces to two Heads, viz. voluntary in Humility, and worſhipping of 
Angeli; he has v. 23. expreſſed by three, viz. Wilkworſhip, Humility, and negleting of the 
Body. This, perhaps, ſhews that he includes the Neglect of the Body under the general 
Term of Humility, in this 18th Verſe. So that Humiluy here will then ſignify two Things, 
the Pretence they went upon in introducing the Worſpipping > þ Angels, concerning which. 
the Body, which will be ex- 
lained when we come to v. 23. If any one diffikes this, he may conſider the Neglect of 
Fr Body as a new Head added there, tho' not mentioned before; nor will this make any. 


odds, provided only that the Apoſtle be underſtood to ſpeak of the ſame Perſons. 


(z) Oenoxed MN aſyiaov. The Worſhipping of Angels.] If I have made it plain, that what: 


St. Paul ſays v. 8: may relate wholly to the Fexviſh Converts ;-I hope to do the ſame concemn- 
ing what we meet with here, and in the reſt of the Chapter: | And*then there will en to 


be no Need of any Aſſiſtance from the Notions of the Gnoſticłs, or of the Heathen Philoſo- 
hers (any farther than as the Fews borrowed ſome Opinions from their Philoſophy) in or- 

* explain any one Part of this Epiſtle. 4 es HT 
The Fhraſe it ſelf is capable of three Senſes, and no more, that I can think of. 1. It 


may ſignify Angelica! Wo ſoit or that Worſhip which is paid to God, by Angels; and ſo it 


A - ( - . = 
would: intimate, that theſe Perfons pretended to refine their Worſhip. by affecting an Imi- 
tation of the Angels in theirs. This Senſe ſeems not to ſuit well here, becauſe it does not carry; 
in it any Shew or Pretence of Humility, which yet St. Paul ſeems to imply it did, while he 


_ Joins. it with Humility, Every one ſees this had- the quite contrary Appearance of Pride. 


2. This might fignify the Worſhip taught or preſeribed by Angels, which might be by ſome 
particular Inſtruction they pretended they had received from them; as Tertullian adv. Mar- 
gon, Lib. v. c. 19. thus explains the Place: Aliquos taxat, qui ex viſionibus angelicis dicebant 
bit abſtinendum, ne attigeris, ne guſtaveris, i. e. He reproves thoſe, who from Vi- 
N ons, 
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© ſions. required the Abſtaining from Meats, touch net, taſte not; but ſach a Pretence to 
Communion with Angels, and to the receiving private Inſtructions from them, carried in it 
rather the Appearance of Pride than of Humility. ., Or again, hereby they might labour 
to eſtabliſh the Obligation of the old Law, becauſe it was given by Angels, 4&s vii. 53. 
Gal. iii. 19. Heb. ii. 2. but neither can this Senſe be allowed, becauſe as this was a cer- 
tain Truth, that the Law was fo given, he could not, upon ſuch an Account, have taxed- 
them with intruding into the Things they bad not ſeen, And therefore, it is neceſſary to fix 
upon the other Senſe yet behind, which is, 3. That this ſignifies the Worſhip paid to the. Angels. 
e Doctrine which the Zews had received, and which the Converts from among them 
brought 10155 with them, was borrowed in a great Meaſare from the Heathen Philoſophers, 
and eſpecially from Plato, or Pythagoras; which probably gave St. Paul occaſion to caution 
the Coloſians againſt the Deceit of Philoſophy, v. 8. The Doctrine which they thus re- 
ceived, they endeavoured, as it is very natural to Men to do in the like Caſe, to confirm. 
by the Holy Scriptures. We may learn what this Doctrine was from Philo the Few, who 
ſpeaks of it in more Places than one. I will tranſlate one Paſſage he has much to my Pur- 
poſe, in his Treatiſe De Somniis, p. 586. © There are other Souls that are moſt pure and good, 
+ who have a greater, and more divine Judgment and Underſtandiug, and deſire nothing at all 
© that is earthly ; theſe are theiPreſidents or Princes of the Almighty, like the Eyes, and Ears 
of ſome Great King, beholding, and hearing all Things; theſe the Philoſophers call De- 
. mons, but the Holy Scriptures uſe to call them, and that moſt properly, Angels; for they. 
© carry the Father's Commands to his Children, and the Childrens Wants to the Father; and 
© therefore the Scripture repreſents them as aſcending, and deſcending, Not that he needs 
© ſuch Intelligencers, who before-hand knows all Things; but becauſe it is expedient for 
© us Mortals to make uſe of ſuch Mediators and Arbiters, that we may the more admire and. 
© reverence the ſupreme Governor, and the great Power, of his Government. [N. B. How. 
exactly does this agree with the pretended Humility, which St. Paul joins with the Worſhip- 
ping of Angels? ] . From a Senſe hereof we ſometime deſired a Mediator, Speak thou to 
* us, but let not God ſpeak to us, left we die; for we can't bear, not only his Chaſtiſements, 
© but even his exceeding great and pure Favours, if he ſhould immediately himſelf beftow- 
them upon us, without the Intervention of ſuch Minifters.', . FY 
If we 3 the Old Teſtament, we find by many Hiſtories recorded therein, that the 
Angels are employed by God in miniſtring to his People ; and the ſame is, confirmed by 
ſeveral Paſſages in the New Teſtament allo. The Prophet Zachary, Chap. iv. 10. informs 
us, that there are ſever of them that are the Eyes of. the Lord, that run to and fro thro' the: 
evbole Earth; with which we may compare, Rev, i. 4 iv. 5.,—v. 6. This Doctrine was 
carried faither by the Fews, who looked upon theſe Angels. as Mediators between God and- 
his People, in carrying their Prayers to him. This appears by the Paſſage juſt now cited 
from Philo, who perhaps in comparing them to the Eyes and Ear, of a Great King, alludes. 
to what Zachary ſays. The ſame may be confirmed by the Book of Tobit, Chap. xii. 12 
where the Angel Raphael is brought in as ſaying: I did bring the Remembrance of your Prayers 
before the boly Ono. And.v.15, I am Raphael, one of the ſeuen holy Angels, which preſent the, 
Prayers of the Saints, and which go in and out before the Glory of the holy One. Mr. Foſ. Mede, 
' Diſcourſe x. p. 41. obſerves, that neither St. Hierom, who tranſlated Tobit out of the Chaldee, 
nor the ancient Hebrew Copy, ſet forth by Paulus Fagius (and in Likelihood tranſlated out 
of the ſame Chaldee Original) read the 15th Verſe, as do the Lxx, the Tranſlation of which 
1 have given.; but only Ay. I am Raphael, one of the ſeven Angels, which ſtand, and. miniſter 
before the Holy Bleſſed One. This is true, but it ought farther. to be remarked, that, what they, 
have not expreſſed at v. 15. they ſeem both to have done at v. 12. Hierom s Tranſlation has: 
I] offered thy Prayer to the Lord, Fagius's Edition: I introduced your Tears before tbe. Holy Bleſſed 
One, It was a natural Conſequence of this Doctrine, that if the Angels were ſuch Media- 
tors, a Worſhip was due to them, viz. that the Saints. ſhould offer up their Prayers to God. 
by them, offering them up to them, that they might preſent them to God. This carried, 
in it a Shew of Reverence and Humility, which is Philos Plea for it, and confirms the 
Accuunt 
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Account given of the Apoſtle's Meaning in this Place. I think the ſame is confirmed by 
what is added in the next Verſe, concerning thoſe who maintained this Worſhip of Angels, 
that they did not hold the Head; that is, by appointing and making Uſe of other Mediator, 
the: Angels, they virtually difowned Chriſt as the one and only Med iat. 

This gives Light to the two firſt Chapters of the Epiftle to the Zebrewvs, for as that is di- 

_ refted'to fer ge we from hence learn the Reafon why the Author ſo laborioufly 
proves, that Chriſt is fo vaſtly ſaperior to Angels, viz. that he might take them off from 
r Paper Yee. to the Angels, which they were very much inclined to, and 
fix them in their Regard to Chrift as the only Mediator; nor can I doubt, that in the 

Bpiſtles to the Epheſians, and Philippians, written about the ſame Time, he had this in 

View (tho' he does not there expreſſy mention it) in aſſerting; and that very often in 

_the-former of them, the Advancement of Chrift above all the Angels; which might be al- 

ſo the Deſign of St. Peter in ſpeaking of the ſame Thing, 1 Per. iii. 22, | 


„ 


What I have hitherto ſaid relates to the Fews in general, I mean all but the Sadduces, 


_ - who denied there were any Angels, Act, xxiii. 8. I would now add, that St. Paul ſerms 


to me to have here à more eſpecial Regard to one particular Sect of them, the Eſent. As 
What he mention, v. 23. of the Neple#ing of the Body, will be ſhown preſently to ſuit them; 
ſo they had ſome hat peculiarly among them relating to the Angels: For thus Jaſephus, 
De bello Fudaic. Lib. ii. c. 7. ſive 12. alldes us, that when they received any into their Num- 
ber, they made them moſt ſolemnly ſwear, That they would keep or obſerve the Books of 
their dect, and the Names of the Angels with like Care.“ If any one ſhould enquire why St. 
Pal makes ſuch expreſs Mention of this Cuſtom only in his Epiſtle to the Coloſians, 1 
- queſtion whether a better Anſwer can be given than this, that he underſtood ſome were then 
buſy to introduce this Practice, and foreſaw that it would afterwards prevail in thoſe Parts; 


and therefore he thought it the more neceſſary to caution them againſt it. It is a remarkable 


Nate that Teodorit has upon this Place:“ They, ſays be, who defended the Law, taught 
Men to worſhip Angels, ſaying, the Law was given by them. This Miſchief continued 
long in Phrigia; and Piſidia. Hence the Council that met at Laodicea in Phrygia, made a 
© Law againft praying to Angels; and to this very Day are to be ſeen among them, and in 
© the neghbouring Parts, the Oratories [Houſes of Prayer] of St. Michael.” It may not be 
amiſs here to ſet down the 35th Canon of that Council, which probably was held about 
the Middle of the 4th Century. Thus then runs the Canon: Chtiſtians ought not to leave 
the Church of God, and go, and name Angels, [Compare this with the baſſage juſt cited 
from Joſephus, and with Philip. ii. 9. Eph. i. 2 1. Heb. i. 4. ] or gather Aſſemblies; if there- 
* fore any one is found to pratiſe this ſecret Idolatry, let him be Anathema, becauſe he 
has left our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Son of God, and has turned to Idolatry. I can't but 
here take notice, that it may ſeem probable, that it is for the ſame Reaſon our Saviour in 
the Epiſtle to the Laodiceans, Rev. iii. 14. (peaks of himſelf to the fame Putpoſe, as St. 
Paul does here to the Coloſfant, and ſti les himſelf the. Beginning of the Creation of God, an- 
-ſwering to Col. i. 15. the Firfi-born of every Creature. And as St. Paul reprefents them as de- 
_ ..ceving themſelves auth a vain Shew, and as vainly puft up by their feſhly Mind, Col. ii. 18, 23. So 
"Chriſt in like Manner ſpeaks of them as miſtaking their Caſe, Rev, iii. 17. Thou ſayeſt, I am rich, 
and increaſed with Goods, and have need of nothing ; and knocveſt not that thou art wretched, and 
.miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, St. Paul taxes them for not holding the Head, Chap. 
ii. 19. repreſents all Bleſings, as in Chriſt, v. 3, 9. and therefore preſſes their Adherence to, 
bim, v.-6. So Chrift, «. 18. I counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, &c. of me, and 
not of ſuch as they were by that Time prevailed upon to have Rexourſe to; and who can 
they more pre bably be than the Angels ? 7 | omg 


N. B. After I had finiſhed this Note, and indeed all my Papers, I had the Curioſity to 
conſult Dr. Hudſon's Edition of Foſephas ; where upon the Paſſage T have cited, I was agree- 
.ably ſurprized with this Note of Dr. Aldrich : Diffcile dictu eſt, cur Eſſeni Angelorum nomina 
. euſtodierint , an quod iis ad marborum remedia in carmiuibus ſuis uterentur? An quod angelis cul- 

t e an 
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chings which b = Temper, which puffs him up with a vain Con- 
12 And not beit, that he knows, and is fit to judge of every 
* holding the head, from Thing (4). But while he pays Worſhip to 19. 
. "Arigels he does not adhere to Chriſt, who is 


joints and bands, having ll 
— n the Head from whom all Chriſtians, which are 


knit together, increafeth his Body, derive Supplies of Influence, (juſt as 

with the increaſe of Goc. de a at Body 7 eu and Baud has 

WMWMMouriſhment miniſtred from the Head, and is 
died to it) (3), and ſo increaſe with the In- 
[7 GG ET e 


„ oT 


aum aliquem exhiberent, quem * dantnat Ajofolus, in Col. ii. 18 Certe reliqua que ibidens-- 
damnantur, Efſenorum ſunt, & Eſſenis conveniunt preter caterer. *© *Tis hard to ſay why the 
© Eſſexs took ſuch Care of the Names of Angels. Was it that they made uſe of them in 
© their Charms to cure Difeaſes? Or did they pay them any ſuch Worſhip, as the Apoſtle 
_ © condemns, Col. ii. 18 The other Things there condemn'd, are certainly theirs, and 
agree to the Eſſem above all others,” A: . = 
(a) Tuc prod ulp©- vid M od; & card v7. Vainly puffed up by his flefvly Mind.]! 1 
think I have truly expreſſed. the Apoſtles Senſe in the Pataphraſe, nor will this, I believe, 
be much queſtioned by thoſe who conſider how he often uſes the Terms oags and c 
4x85, particularly in the following Texts, Gal. iii. 3. 2 Cor. xi, 18. (Upon both which ſee 
Mr. Locke.) Philip. iii. 3, 4. Heb. vii. 16.—ix. 10. The F-wiſo Temper might well be called 
a fleſply Mind; becauſe they prided themſelves ſo exceedingly in fleſbly Matters, as in their + 
fleſhly Extraction, their Deſcent from Abrabam, Iſaac, and Facob, and in the ir fleſhly - 
Law and Obſervances, in the Mark they had in their Fieſh by Circumciſion, in 
their Waſhings and Sacrifices; which only purified the Fleſh, and were only 
move# by the fleſhly, that is, preſent temporal Rewards and. Puniſhments, ſpoken of 
in their Law. Their Minds were fleſhly, while they magnified themſelves upon the 
Account of ſuch Things as thefe ; and where Men are thus fwelFd with a great Conceit of 
themſelves, it is natural to them to pretend to great Things, and to be dogmatical and 
domineering, Farther, by what he here ſays, that they were vainly puffed up, it appears, 
that the Humility he mentions was not true and real, but only affected and pretended. Up- 
on the whole, the Thing he cautions againſt is the Worſhipping of Angels ; the Pretence 
by which this was endeavoured to be uſher'd in, was, that this was moſt agreeable to - 
Humility ; what St. Paul ſays of their intrading into Things they had not ſeen, their being 
puffed up by a fleſbly Mind, and nod holding the Head, is his Senſure upon their Conduct; and 
when he ſays: Let no Man judge or condemn you in this Reſpe&, he means, that the Coloſ- 
fans ſhould not be moved with, or at all regard any ſach Judgment. Compare v. 16. 
19.{b) Compare Eph, iv. 16. | . 


& 


\ N x * EY 3G + ; N "I * ; 
y RW. | 5 4 
* 2 4 A 9 . . 4 
a ; A. ov * „ 


\ 


Chap 


20. 


* 4 * 8 4 * | Ss. a. 
"WH * LA \ 


* S 42 
. . 
. 0 * i _ x „ WL | 4 14 7 
; = ; BY 15 p 
i #34133 Her denen a4) 
> 1 . U. | | | n . ” 
© i J * 
V19V9-10.97 0 20m) TY nean ei e: 
| . 8 - 555 44 FE.) & : , NY 
_— k - * 1 
* ”, # .7 * * * * ! " % F 
>» 439 ; 4. een 24 
il Ae 45 
— 4 F* : 1 
. * X n 
5 „ ** of 1 ? _— 6 
G3 WIL: rt 238; 


\T. Paul had: hitherto directed his Diſcourſe 3 to the 
Gentile Converts to Chriſtianity, who were at Chia; but in 
this Section, he applies himſelf to the-Converts from Judaiſin, re- 
proving, and arguing with them. His great Deſign is to convince 


them of the Unreaſonableneſs of 1 their impoſing upon the Gentiles 


the Obſervation of the Moſaick Law ; and of the Obligation they 
were under to mind much higher and more important Matters: 'The 
former he argues from the Character of Chriſtians, that they are 


dead with Chriſt, from . 20. to the End of the Chapter. the lat - 


ter from their being riſen with Chriſt, which was another Part of 


the Character of all Chriſtians, in the four. firſt Verſes of the third 


Chapter. 'The not obſerving this change of Addreſs, in his Diſ- 
courſe, has made the laſt Verſes of the ſecond Chapter — 
difficult, not to ſay unintelligible, to Expoſitors. [Lian 


PARAPHRASE "TEXT. 
ND as to you Jewiſh Converts, Wh YN THerefore, if ye be 20 
invade the Liberty of the Gentiles, let” pooh gs 10 


me expoſtulate the Matter with you; if you 
-own Chriſt as the Head of the Body, and 


your ſelves to belong to his Body, you muſt 


own your ſelves to be both dead, and riſen to- 
gether with him; if then, you are dead with 


Chriſt from the Rudiments or Shadows of the 


MOM (©), why as tho' you were not dead 
With 


NOTES. 
20 (c) Ie will doubtleſs be thought by many, at the firſt Sight, that too great a Liberty 


is taken in making St. Paul here entirely change the Perſons to whom he directs his Dit- 


courſe; hut I. hope to ſatisfy all confiderate and attentive Readers, who will weigh the 


Reaſons 1 ſhall alledge for my Suppoſition. 
Now 
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the world ; why) 88 peel with him, but were ſtill out of his Kingdom, 

| ye vjet 5 and living in the World (4), do ye ſtill dog- 
maatize, that is, require ſuch a Compliance as 
you do with the Injunctions, and ritual Precepts 


NOTES. 


Now here I deſire it may be obſerved, that this is not the only Inſtance, in St. Paul's 


Fpiſtles, of ſuch a Change. We have juſt ſuch another, Rom. vii. 1. He had all along thro' 


the latter End of Chap. vi. from v. 11, to the End, addreſſed himſelf to the Gentile Con- 


verts in the Roman Church, in the ſecond Perſon: Likeawiſe reckon ye your ſelves to be dead, &c. 
and then in the firſt Verſe of Chap. vii. continuing ſtill to uſe the ſecond Perſon, he dire&s 


his Diſcourſe to the Converts from Fudaiſm in that Church: Know ye not, &c. Concerning 


which Mr. Locke ſays thus: That his Diſcouiſe here, [Rom. vii.] is addreſſed to thoſe Con- 
© verts of this Church, who were of the Fewiſh Nation, is ſo evident from the whole 
Tenor of this Chapter; that there needs no more but to read it, with a little Attention, to 
© be convinced of it, eſpecially ver. 1, 4, 6. wy 5 . 

It will be here objected, that St. Paul does in that Place give warning of his changing 
his Addreſs, by the Clauſe which he adds: Know ye not Brethren (for I ſpeak to them that know 


the Law) bow that the Law, &c, I anſwer, that there are two Things occur in the Place 


before us, which plainly require us to allow the like Change. 1. That this renders his Diſ- 
courſe conſiſtent, which otherwiſe I can't ſee how it can be. He had all along before com- 
mended the Coloſſians for their Stedfaſtneſs, in maintaining and defending their Liberty; ſee 
Chap. i. 4,6, 7,23. Chap. ii. 5,6, 7, 10. nor does he, in any one Place I have obſerved, paſs the leaſt 
Cenſure upon them in this Reſpe& ; it is not therefore to be eaſily ſuppoſed, that, quite con- 
trary to the Commendations before beſtowed on them, he would here blame them for being 
ſubje& to Fewviſh Ordinances 3 as yet he really does, if he here ſpeaks to the Gentile Con- 
verts, and the Soywealiceds is uled in a paſhve Senſe concerning them, according to the 
Mind of our Tranſlators, rendering it: Why are ye ſubject to Ordinances? This Difficulty in 
the common Interpretation offered it ſelf at firſt Sight to me, before I obſerved the Change 
| of Addreſs; and it put me upon examining whether there were no Copies, that read it in the 

Subjunctive Poynelit nde, why ſhould you be ſubject to Ordinances ? but I don't now wonder 


that I could find nothing to countenance ſuch a Reading. 2. St. Paul gives in this Place as 


plain a Hint that he ſpeaks to the Fewiſh Converts, as he does in the other to the Romans ; 


nor will what he here ſays ſuit any other Perſons, The Expreſſion, I now inſiſt on, is that 


which ſtands, as it ought, in the very Beginning of the new Addreſs: And if ye are dead 
with Chrift, from the Rudiments [or Shadows] of the World. Where does he ever uſe ſuch an 


Expreſſion concerning the Gentile Converts, who were never under thoſe Rudiments, and 
ſo could have no Occaſion to die to them? This wholly belongs to the Fewiſh Converts, 


concerning whom he uſes much the like, Rom. vii. 4. Gal. ii. 19. 
(d) For the Underſtanding theſe metaphorical Expreſſions, a Regard is to be had to St. 


Paul's Stile, in which the Rudiments or Shadows of the World are the ſame Thing as the 


Ceremonial Law; and to be dead to the Law, ſignifies to be diſcharged from the Law: Com- 
pare Rom. vi. 14, — vii. 4. He ſuppoſes that the Law had Power over Men only till Death, 
Rom. vii. I. and that Death freed Men from all Obligation to it ; and conſequently, if the 
Fewiſh Chriſtians were dead with Chriſt, as their Baptiſm declared them to be, their Ob- 
ligation to the Law ceaſed, and it was an entirely new Life they were thenceforth to live ; 
which he expreſſes thus, Rom. vii. 6. Now ave are delivered from the Law, that being dead 
wherein we were held, that we ſhould ſerve 8 s of Spirit, and not in the Oldnefs of the 
4 1 8 
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of the Law (e)? The Precepts I mean, are (Touch not, tafte not, han- 21 


Rs 1 dle not; which all are to 22 
ſuch as theſe: Eat not (f), taſte not, nor ſo periſ wich the a 


much as touch with a Finger ſuch or ſuch ter the commandments and 
Meats ; which were yet all made by God, to doctrines of men? Which 23 


be conſumed by our Uſe of them (g): And W 
why do you require thoſe Things, which are 
only according to the Doctrines and Com 


mandments of Men (+) Which Things 


having 
Tetter. Now, ſays he, if this be the Caſe, why do you act inconſiſtently with this your 
Profeſſion, and as tho* you continued juſt. as you were before your Converſion ; and ſtill 


lived in the World, under a Difpenſation that is of a worldly Nature, Heb. ix. 1. as tho' you. 
were ſtill in the World, not called out of it, and brought into the Kingdom of God, which 


is the Kingdom of Heaven, and not of this World. Compare John xv. 19. —xvii, 14, 16. 


1 fay, why do ye dogmatize ? 

(e Acyuadliteds. Are ye ſubject to Ordinances?) This ſeems not to be true concerning 
the converted Gentiles at Coloſs, as I obſerved before; nor would our Tranſlators perhaps 
have render'd this paſhvely, as they have done, had they perceived that he is beſpeaking 
now the Jewiſh Converts. Ac)‘ g is explained by Diogenes Laertius, Lib. iii. c. 51. 
to ſignify to deliver an Opinion as a certain Maxim or Axiom. T2 di C e Se. Soype, 
7 K, ws To vouole]ev, vouss Tivvar. To dogmatize is to enjoin Opinions, as vH 
is to enjoin Laws, If Joy ed be uſed paſſively, it may be predicated of the Opinion, 
but properly it cannot, I believe, of the Perſon who is ſubjected to it. I own the Apoſtle 
takes a great deal of Liberty in his Uſe of Greek Words, not tying himſelf up to ſtricteſt 


 Bropriety. in the Uſe of them; and fo the harſh Uſe of the Word, in which our Tran- 


ir, and it could not conveniently 


flators have taken it, might perhaps be juſtified, if there were an abſolute Neceſſity for 
e taken in any other; but it is far otherwiſe here, when 

the proper Senſe of it beſt ſaits the Deſign of the Writer. fog 
21 (f) Mn Au. Touch not.] It is render'd, in the Paraphraſe, Eat not; which Senſe 
of the Word is to be met with in Lexicographers, and beſt ſuits this Place, where there is 
a Gradation : Don't eat, no nor yet taſte ; nay, nor ſo much as touch ſuch and ſuch Things, Theſe 
Things relate wholly to Meats, See Lev. xi. 8, 11, &c. 15 8 
22 (2) A 821 ad) eis p Foggy Th amoxenoe Which all are to periſh with the Uſing.) The 


Ex preſſion, which ever Way underſtood, determines. that St. Paul in the Words before 


only ſpeaks of Meats and Drinks, and that they are miſtaken, who would interpret 3 
n from 1 Cor. vii. 1. The Senſe, ſet down in the Paraphraſe, ſeems to me to be the beſt. 
Compare herewith 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4, 5. | : 

(b) After the Commandments and Doctrines of Men.] Theſe Words are commonly joined- 
in Conſtruction to the End of v. 20. thus: Why are ye ſubje& to Ordinances, after the Com- 
mandments and Doctrines of Men? But I muſt own that that. Conſtruction ſeems very pre- 
carious to me. I can hardly think that the Apoſtle would fay, that theſe Ordinances were 
impoſed or ſubmitted to as the Commandments and Doctrines of Men; when it is plain, 
they were once the Commandments and Doctrines of God; and whoever impoſed or ſubmitted to 


them, did it under that Notion, If we cumpare [/z. xxix. 13, Matth, xv. 9. Mar. vii. 7. we 


Mall find, that the Expreſſion is uſed of ſuch Things as were never preſcribed by God, but 


were 


CO L o SSTAN AA 


PREY PARAPHRASE. Nas 


of wittom in vill-wor (*) having indeed a Shew of Wiſdom (i), in 
neglecting of che body, WAll-worſhip (||), and Humility, and negle&- 
not in any honour to the ing of the Body (fs ſerve to the diſhonourably 

| rs gratifying 


NOTES. 


were only deviſed by Men. And therefore I chooſe to refer this entirely to the Worſpipping 

of Angels, and ſuch other deviſed Methods of Worſhip, which were truly after the Com- 

mandments and Do&rines of Men, God having never given any Rule at all for them; and 

ſo I would underſtand him to ſay : Why do ye dogmatize about the Worſhip of Angels, &c. after 
the Commandments and Doctrines of Men; which Ti hings having indeed a Shew of V/iſdom, &c. 
See the laſt Note upon Chap. iii. 4. | 


23 (*) This Verſe has always been eſteemed very obſcure and difficult, For my own | 


Part, I could never meet with any Explication of it that ſeemed tolerable. The Ethiopick 
Tranſlators tranſlated only the Beginning of it, which Things have a Shew of Wiſdon ; but 
left out all the reſt, as Dr. Mills ſays, becauſe they did not underftand it. That which per- 
haps cauſed the He Obſcarity in it was, that it was not obſerved that ae; anouorls 
cen at the End of the Verſe, was to be joined in Conſtruction with & Ty S in the 
Beginning, which ſeems to make all eaſy. What he aſſerts therefore, is, that theſe Things, 
evhile they carry in them ſome Appearance of Wiſdom, do ſerve only for the pleaſing a carnal Mind. 
What made me firſt look the more carefully for a different Conſtruction of the Words, 
from that which our Tranſlators followed, was the odd Poſition of the , as it appeared 


to me, there being no 5 that follows it. I thought it ſtood too remote from the Beginning 
of the Sentence, in Caſe it was to be underſtood according to our Tranſlation, and that it 


ſhould have been & , wh ber, whereas it now ſtands exactly in its proper Place, in caſe 
we join together aTi4 hei we mAnowmorbs , gaps ; for it is then put after the firft Word 
of the intermediate Explicatory Clauſe, avyor wi Etyople Mol & SND Enge, x) Ta- 
T&vopesowy, Y dged⁰ν cwud| S. This being obſerved, the Conſtruction of the Verſe 
may ſeem ealy and plain. | 29, 1 

(i) Ab EN copies. Have a Shew of Wiſdom.) T think the ancient Commentators, 
and our own Fa did not miſtake in the Senſe of 257 here ; but as I underſtand 
the Place to have a Relation more peculiarly to the Eſent, it will appear from what I ſhall 
preſently ſay of them, that nothing could more ſuit them, than what is here ſaid; ſince 
they made great Pretences to Wiſdom, and to Philoſophy, and imployed much of their 
Time in the Study thereof. | | 5 5 
( Ev E Sead ne j, In Will-worſhip.] This anſwers to what he had ſaid, v. 18. S 
I» venoxds. os ay y*xov, Voluntary in the Worſhipping of Angels, and certainly ſigniſies a 
Worſhip of their own deviſing, and which owed its Riſe to their own Wills, and not to 
the Will of God ; as the Worſvipping of Angels was doubtleſs of that Nature. 

(4) Kei Terevoperruwn, x, apadid wud]. And in Humility, and neglecting of the Body.] 
The Humility, conſidered as diſtinct from the Neglecting of the Body, has been explained al- 
ready See Notes on v. 18. The Neglecting of the Body is therefore what I ſhall now give 
an Account of. And as I obſerved before, that St. Paul ſeems here in his Diſcourſe to 
have a more particular Regard to that Se& of the Fewws, that was called Eſens; I ſhall 
now give ſome Deſcription of them, that the Reader may fee how exactly their Character 
agrees with what is here ſaid. Toſephus gives a brief Account of them, Antiquit. Lib. xviii. 
c. 2. but a much more diſtinct and large one, De Bell. Fudaic. Lib. ii, c. J. ſive 12, where be 


tells us, they ſhun Pleaſures as. Wickedneſs; they eſteem Continence, and the not yielding 
to their AﬀeCtions to be Virtue ; they IE Ra and Riches, and have a Commu- 
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1. Poſition ||. Again, if according to your Bap- 
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tiſm, 


NOTES 


nity of Goods, and count the Uſe of Oyl to be Filthineſs; ia ſo much, that if any one 
againſt his Will is anointed with it, his Body is cleanſed from it. When they travel they 
take nothing with them, only they go armed for fear of Robbers, and repair in every City 
to thoſe of their own Se&, who always entertain them with whatever they have; they 


don t change their Garments or Shoes till quite worn out and fpoiled ; they are ſingularly 


religious toward God, and ſpeak nothing vain before the Sun is up, but offer their ac- 
cuſtomed Prayers to him, praying that he may riſe; from his riſing till Eleven a Clock, 
they work diligently in thoſe Arts they underſtand, then they come and waſh their Bodies 
with cold Water, and then dine moderately, and repair to their Work again till Evening ; 


they diligently ſtudy the Writings of the Ancients, collecting out of them ſuch Things 


eſpecially as are profitable for the Soul, and Body; whence they, in order to cure Diſeaſes, 
enquire after medicinal Roots, and the Properties of Stones; they are ſtricter than any of 
the Jeus about the Sabbath, for they not only prepare their Meat the Day before, but will 
not ſuffer any Veſſel to be removed on that Day; they deſpiſe Adverſity, and conquer Tor- 


ments, Sc. Beſides theſe Things, Foſephus, Antiq. Lib. xvii, c. 2. tells us, that tho? 


they ſent Gifts to the Temple, yet they offer d no Sacrifices; with whom alſo Philo agrees, 
Lib. Quod omnis probus liber, p. $76, If the next Book of Philo, De vita contemplativa, is to 
be underſtood to treat of the Eſſens, or rather of another ſort of them, as Jaſepbus teſtiſies 
they were of two Sorts; it would thence appear, that they uſed little for Food, beſide 


Bread, and Water; and that they were great Pretenders to Philoſophy, and Wiſdom, which 


may give the Reaſon, why St. Paul warns. the Coloſſans againſt being beguiled by enticing 
Words, v. 4. by Philoſophy and vain Deceit, v. $. and that he ſpeaks of a Shew of Wiſdom, 
v. 23. I can't but take notice of one Expreſſion of Foſephus concerning them; where, 
after he had ſet forth their Opinions to the beſt Advantage, he adds: © Thus they ſet an 


_ © unavoidable Bait for thoſe who have once had a Taſte of their Wiſdom.“ I avoid men- 


tioning any thing from that Treatiſe of Philo, De vita contemplat. becauſe Valeſius is very 
poſitive in aſſerting it relates not to the Eſens, tho' Euſebius, Foſ. Scaliger, and Petavius 
thought it did. 1 think I have produced enough to clear the Reafon of ſeveral of St. 
Paul's Expreſſions, and particulary that of neglefting of the Body. Euſebius has-preſerved a 
Fragment of Philos Apology which is loft, relating to the Eſſens, which the Reader may, 
meet with, Præpar. Evang. Lib. viii. c. 11. For a more large and particular Acconnt of them, 
the Engliſþ Reader is referred to Dean Prideaux's Connection, Part II. Book V. p. 343 — 361. 
of the Od avo Edition. | | | | | 

(11) *Oux &y Twi TW Fes manoporln A g. Not in any Honour to the ſatisfying of 
the Fteſp.] By the Fleſh, I underſtand the fleſhly Diſpoſition of theſe Feawiſh Dogmatizers ; 


who valued themſelves for theſe carnal Ordinances, but had no reliſh or taſte of Things 
of a more noble and ſpiritual Nature. And ſo the Fleſh here will be the ſame as the fleſh- 


ly Mind, v. 18. and the Expreſſion there, vainly puſt up by his fleſbly Mind, does well ſuit 
what we have here gs TAnouey'y + cages, for the ſatiating, ſurſeiting, or glutting of the 
Feb; for fo that Word ſignifies, as in that Expreſſion of U/ocrates ad Demon. arAnaport 


„ 


vd emav|ev. And it ſeems but reaſonable, that we ſhould compare theſe two Expreſſions, 


as well as the reft of the two Verſes, which are manifeſtly concerning the ſame Thing, and 
throw conſiderable Light upon one another. The other Expreſſion render'd not in any Ho- 


#047, Carries in it a. Reflection upon thele Zudaizers, while it declares what kind of Gratifi- 
ö | | cation 
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2 


Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things tiſm, you are riſen with Chriſt, ſeek the 
which are above, where 


Chriſt teh on the right Things that are above, where Chriſt ſitteth 


2 hand of God. Set your af- On the Right Hand of God; mind, I ſay, 


fections on things above i : 
267 6a things os the earth; thoſe excellent and glorious Things that are 


3 For ye are dead, and your in Heaven, and not ſuch poor Matters as Meats 
life is hid with Chriſt in and Drinks, which are upon the Earth (E); 
for you are dead to them, and ſo freed from 


an Obligation to mind them; and your Life 
(/) is hid or laid up (not with Angels, but 
with him with whom you are riſen, even) with 


Chriſt in God (i): But it ſhall not always 


be 


NOTES. 


cation thoſe Things gave them. And as 7} admits of two Senſes, either of which: 


will ſuit St. Paul's Deſign, this is to be explained, according to which of them we chooſe. 


It ſometimes ſignifies, as it is here tranſlated, Honour; and fo the Meaning would be, that thoſe 
Things, whatever they might think of them themſelves, ſerve for no honourable ſatisfying 


the Fleſh ; and thus the Expreſſion amounts to the ſame with that, v. 18. Vainly puft up of 
his fleſply Mind; or is equivalent to that uſed of ſuch kind of Perſons, Fhilip. iii. 19. Whoſe 
Glory. is in their Shame, vho mind earthly things. Again, the Word ſometimes ſignifies: 
the Price, Worth, or Value of a Thing; and taking it ſo here, the Meaning is, that theſe 
Things ſerve for no profitable ſatisfying of the Fleſh; and for a Comment we may apply 


that Paſſage, Zeb. xiii, 9. It is a good Thing for the Heart to be eſtabliſhed with Grace, not with- 


Meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. 

2 (k) Not on Things on the Earth.) The Subje& St. Paul is upon, naturally leads to the In- 
terpretation given in the Paraphraſe. And by giving this Account of them, he caſts a Con- 
tempt upon the Things they ſo highly valued. Compare Rem. xiv. 17. Heb. xiii. 9. 


3 (1) Your Life.] It may be thought that his ſpeaking thus, and ſa again in the next 


Verſe, Ye ſhall. appear with him in Glory, are inconſiſtent with the Reckoning that he ſpeaks 
here to the Fewiſh, and not the Gentile Converts; but I think this is a Miſtake, becauſe he 
all along goes upon the Suppoſition of their being Chriftians, and their being dead, and 


riſen with Chriſt; and tho' he elſewhere ſpeaks very ſeverely of the Gentiles, who ſubmitted 
to the Moſaick Law, and repreſents them as fallen from Grace, Gal. v. 4. yet I remember not 


that he does, with the ſame Severity, ſpeak of the State of the Fewiſh Converts, who conti- 


nued to obſerve the Law themſelves; nay. he ſeems to ſpeak in a contrary Manner, 1 Cor; 
iii. 1215. 7 8 


(m) Your Life is hid with Chriſt in God.]. Chriſt is repreſented as ſitting at the Right Hand of- 
God, v. 1, and ſince he was there and out of Sight, and was their Life, as he ſays, v. 4. their 


Life as well as, and together with Chriſt, muſt be hid from them. The ſpeaking of Chriſt 


as our Life, is agreeable to other Places of Scripture, particularly John xiv, 6. -i. 253. 
1 Fires v. 11, 12. I would add, that St. Paul ſeems to me, in this Place, not barely to ſpeak 
of their Life as hid, that is, out of Sight; but as hid, that is, ſafely laid np as Perſons Jewels 
and Treaſure are hid; and when he ſays your Life is hid with Chriſt in God, he ſeems to refer 


to.the double Security they had for it; it was hid with Chriſt, the immediate Beſtower of it, 


and in God the higheſt Security of all. The Words therefore of St. Paul may be — 
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4. be hid, for when Chriſt, who is our Life, God. When Chriſt who4 


ny _ 


N — 


————— 


* F< _ . — 
1 ꝶ⁊—̃ 22 ůÄ ů ů ů Ä ů ꝰBͥ·˙ 2 —ů „ 
” 


vr © 4 {ISI 
eee, N 3 
FRE _ —_ does > ES TS 
= — : \ : — _ \ 8 
„ r et eco wt Torts bk ah Libs W — 
- ai] was "ug ** $a 2 — 


ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him 3 2 Tie: 
in Glory (2). 1 9 Þ 121 with him in glory, 
e NOTES. 


by thoſe of Chrift himſelf, Jobn x. 28—30. I give unto them [my Sheep] eternal Life, and 
they ſball never periſb, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand. My Father <vhich gave them 


me, is greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's Hand, I and my 
Father are one. | | 


4 (n) Being now come to the End of the argumentative Part of the Epiſtle, I can't but 
requeſt the Reader to look back upon the unuſual Order and Method of St. Paul's Diſcourſe, 
the carefal obſerving and following which led me into ſome of the Explications I have 
given, and may perhaps ſatisfy others of the Juſtice of them. 

The great Deſign he had in View, was the eſtabliſhing the Coloſſians in their Adherence 
to Chriſt; which he declares in general, Chap. ii. 4— 7. In order to this, he thought it 

neceſſary to caution them againſt two particular Dangers, he apprehended them expoſed 
to; which are, 1. The being drawn in to ſubje& themſelves to the Fewiſh Rites and Cere- 
monies. 2. The being led away to worſhip Angels. By either of theſe, they in Effect for- 

ſook Chriſt, In cautioning them againft theſe, he does not firſt treat ſingly of one, and 
having fully diſpatched it, proceed to the other; but he jointly purſues both together. 
And thro' the whole of this interchangeable Diſcourſe, the ſeveral Parts belonging to each 
Argument are to be joined together, juſt as tho' nothing had come between them. He goes 
over theſe no leſs than five ſeveral Times, and it is worth while to obſerve how he treats 
of both, in each of thefe ſeveral Times, to the ſame P I | 

1. In order to prevent their being deceived and drawn away from Chrift, in either Reſpe&, 
he lays down his two Poſitions, which he undertakes to prove, and by which he would 
eſtabliſh his Caution, 1. That all Bleſſings, wherewith Chriftians are to be filled, dwell in 

Chriſt, and are not derived to us by the Fewiſh Ceremonies, v. 8, 9. 2. That they received 
all from Chrift, who is the Head of all the Angels, v. 10. | 34 þ 5 

2. He next proves each of his Poſitions. 1. That we are filled by Chriſt, and receive all 
Bleſſings from him without the Law, v. 11-14. 2. That Chriſt is the Head of all the An- 
gels, becauſe they are all by God willingly ſubjected to him, v. 15. 

3. He draws his Inference or Concluſion of each Kind, that the Gentile Coloſians were not 
ito be moved by the Cenſures and Sentences of Men er them, for neglecting the Fewiſh 
Ordinances, and for not worſhipping Angels; and one ſingle gy, or therefore is here prefixed, 
but muſt be underſtood to belong to each Inference, and joined with its foregoing reſpeQive 
Argument. And it is likewiſe to be obſerved, that in theſe References he runs Lack to his 
| firſt Poſitions. Theſe Inferences are, 1. With Reference to the Law, v. 16,17. 2. With 
Reference to Angels, v. 18, 19, _ ORE ak a 2 

4. Having drawn his Inferènces concerning the Gentile Coloſſians, he next proceeds to in- 

fer the Abſurdity of the ZFudaizers, who would impoſe upon the Gentiles in either of theſe 
Caſes. And he argues from their being dead with Chrift, and one 8% or wherefore, ſerves 
again to connect each Inference to its reſpective Argument. 1. It was abſurd for them to 
impoſe the Jeruiſb Ceremonies, v. 20, 2 1. and former Part of 22. 2. It was abſard for them 
to impoſe upon them ſuch Things as never were the Laws or Doctrines of God, but only 
of Men, as in the Worſhipping of Angels, latter Part of v. 22, 23. 

5. He infers, in like Manner, with a ſingle 55, or then, the Duty of theſe Judaixers, from 
their being riſen with Chriſt, and that in both Cafes. 1. As to the Law, that they had 
greater Things to mind than thoſe Ceremonies, Chap. iii. 1, 2. and former Part of the Third. 
2. As to Angels, he implies, that ſince they were riſen with Chiiſt, and ſo their Life was 
Bid in him, and not in Angels; they were not to worſhip them, latter Part of v. 3, 4: Sa 

| | L thin 
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I think it can't be amiſs to give the Reader an entire View of the Apoſtle's Management, 


thro' the ſeveral Parts of this alternate Diſcourſe, putting the reſpective Parts of each by. - 


themſelves, without mixing them with each other. 


Thus then he purſues the firſt Subject, Chap. ii. 8. Bewvare left any Man ſpoil you thro Phi- 
 Toſophy and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after the Shadows of the World, and not af 
ter Chrit—— 9. For in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead Bodily—— 11. In whom alſo 


ye are circumciſed with the Circumciſion made without Hands, in putting off the Body of the Sins of 


the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſk—— 12. Buried with him in Baptiſm, wherein alſo you are 
_ #iſen with him, thro' a Belief of the Power of God, who hath raiſed him from the Dead——13, And 


you being dead in your Sins, and the Uncircumciſion of yaur Fleſh, hath be quickned together with 
bim, having forgiven you all Treſpaſſes—— 14. Blotting out the Hand-<priting of Ordinances, that 
was againſt us, which was contrary to us, and took it aut of the Wap, nailing it to his Croſs ——16: 


Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in Drink, or in Reſpect of an Holy-Day, ov of the 


New Moon, or of the Sabbath: Days——17. Which. are a Shadow of Things to come, but the 


Body is of Chrift, — 20 If therefore ye be dead with Chriſt from the Shadocus of the World, . 
evby, as tho" living in the World, do ye dogmatize——21. Handle not, taſte not, touch not — 22. 


Which all are to periſh with the Uſng — — Chap. iii. 1. If therefore ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek 


. thoſe Things which are above, where Chriſt 22 on the Right Hand of God — — 2. Set your Af- 
2 RY 


fections on Things above, not on Things o Earth——3, For ye are dead. 


The other Subject, relating to the Worſhipping of Angels, the ſeveral Parts of it being. 


brought together, will ſtand thus, Chap. ii. 10, You are filled by Chriſt, æuho is the Head of all 


Principalities and Powers — 15. God bas diveſted Principalities and Powers, and openly propoſed. 


_ them [as an Example of Subjection to Chriſt] cauſng them: to triumph in Chriſt——18. There» 


fore let no Man condemn you, being voluntary in bis Humility and Worſbipping of Angels, intru- 


ding into thoſe Things wkioh he hath not ſeen, vainly puft up by his fleſhly Mind—— 19. And not 
holding the Head, from which all the Body, by Foints and Bands, having Nounſhment miniſtred and 


knit together, increaſeth <avith the Increaſe of God ——22. Why therefore, if ye are riſen with 
Chritt, do ye dogmatize A the Commandments and Doctrines of Men 
having indeed a Shew of Wiſdom in Mill. worſbib, and Humility, and neglecting of the Body, are 

for the ſatisfying of the Fleſh, without any Honour Chap. iii. 3. If therefore ye are riſen 


with Chriſt, your Life is hid [not with Angels, but] with Chriſt in God—— 4. [And] when 


Cbriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear <vith him in Glory [there can 
be no Reaſon, why you ſhould forſake Chriſt to worſhip Angels] The purſuing two ſuch 
Subjects alternately, may well be allowed ta leave Room for taking in under the latter 


ſome few Things, Sao xorg from the former and larger, I can't think this a Blemiſh in 
St. Paul Diſcourſe, for however he has interwoven theſe Things one with another, yet he 


bas done it very handſomely, and there is a good Reſemblance between the two, in the 
feveral Steps he takes. Somewhat of this Nature Mr. Locke has obſerved, in the Epiſtle to 


the Romans, See his Note on Rom. vii. 4. And others have thought the like may be diſcerned, 


min 1 Theſ. iv, 3-8. whether juſtly or no, I ſhall nor now-enquire. In the Diſcourſe under 
| Conſideration, I can't ſee any Reaſon to doubt, that he does not leſs. than five ſeveral Times 
go over the two Points I mentioned together; perhaps ſome may think that I ought to 
have made them fix inſtead of five, dividing the ſecond into two, the former contained in 
v. II, 12. and the latter in v. 13, 14, 15. 4 own J am not averſe to this, tho' it does not 


ſeem ſo clear and eaſy as the reſt, Lrefer the. whole. to the careful and attentive Reader 


of St. Paul. 
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NT. Paul having diſpatched the principal Deſign of his Writing, 
10 comes now, according to his uſual Manner, to give the C- 
loffians ſome Rules and Directions for their Chriſtian Behaviour 
and Converſation, Theſe Rules are of four Kinds. 1. Such as 
concerned themſelves perſonally, and their own Purity, in abſtain- 
ing from ſenſual Luſts, Chap. iii. 5----7. 2. Such as concerned 
them as Chriſtians in Society, and were to be obſerved by them 
with Regard to, and in converſing with one another, b. 8---17. 
3- The Duties reſulting from the ſeveral Relations Men ſtand in 
to one another, ©. 18--25. —iv. 1. 4. Such as had a Reſpect 
to their Enemies, among whom they lived, Chap. iv. 2--6. 'Thro' 
all theſe he is to be conſider'd as applying himſelf to the whole 
Church at Co/oſs, both Jewiſh, and Gentile Converts. In the 
Firſt of . theſe, taken into this Section, he recommends Purity, 
and an Abſtaining from ſenſual and more groſly fleſhly Luſts, 
inferring his Advice from what he had before deliver'd. 


PARAPHRASE TEXT. 


| ND ſince you are all dead and riſen with \ 0 RTIFY, were.) : 
_ Chriſt, as I obſerved before | Chap. ii. my Ou TNT 


; | . H. which are upon the earth; 
12. ] mind to mortify thoſe Luſts which pro- fornication, uncleanneſs, 


ceed from your carthly Members, ſuch as For- inerdinste affecticn, evil 


icati . : . 17 Concupiſcence, and cove- 
nication, Uncleanneſs, inordinate Affection, e- touſneſs, which 


; f ; toulneſs, which is idolatry, 
vil Concupiſcence, and exorbitant Deſires in ; 10 505 


venereal Matters (2), which are Idolatry. 


„ 
NOTES. 


5 {n) Tun @MoveEiay. Covetouſneſs,] Mr. Locke has, after Dr. Hammond, fully explained 
St. Laul's Meaning, in uſing this Word, whoſe Note I ſhall therefore here tranſcribe. Cove- 


toi ſneſs, ſays he upon Eph. iv. 19. in the common Acceptation of the Word, is tbe 


* leuting looſe our Deſires to that which by the Law of Juſtice we have no right to. Ay 77 
| SSt. Paul, 


oO O LOSSTIAN & 
TEXT. PARAPHRASE. 


r yan jo "Theſe are Things highly offenſive to God, 
8 N [for which he will bring the Heathen World, 
who will not come in and ſubmit to the Law 
of Chriſt (o), to Judgment (); among which 


NOTE S. 


© St, Paul, in ſome of his Epiſtles, uſes it fur intemperate and exorbitant Deſires of car- 
© nal Pleaſures, not confined within the Bounds of Nature. He that will compare with 
this Verſe here, Ch. v. 3. Col. iii. 5. 1 Wel. iv. 5. 1 Cor. v. 10, 11. and well conſider 


it will be very hard to undeiſtand theſe Texts of Scripture. In the ſame Senſe the 
learned Dr. Hammond underſtands De ie, Rom. i. 29. which, tho perhaps the Greek 
Idiom will ſcarce juſtify, yet the Apoſtle's Stile will, who often uſes Greek Terms in 
the full Latitude of the Hebrew Words, which they are uſually put for in tranſlating, 
tho' in the Greek uſe of them they have nothing at all of that Signification ; particu- 
larly, the Hebrew Word yr which fignifies Covetonſneſi, the Septuagint tranſlate pace, 
Exek. xxxiii. 3 1. in whica Senſe the Apoſtle uſes TAzorsZia here. And again, in his 
Note upon Eph. v. 3. he ſays; The Word in the Greek is Ne ie, which properly 
ſignifies Covetoulſneſs, or an intemperate ungoverned Love of Riches ; but the chaſte 
Stile of rhe Scriptures makes uſe of it to expreſs the letting looſe of the Deſires 
to irregular venereal Pleaſures, beyond what was fit and right. This one can hard- 
ly avoid being convinced of, if one conſiders how it ftands joined with this ſort of 
Sins, in thoſe many Places which Dr. Hammond mentions, in his Notes on Rom. i. 


ſarisfy one what i, Covetouſneſs means here. But if that ſhould fail, theſe 
Words : Let it not be once named amongſt you, as becometb Saints, which are ſubjoined to 
Covetouſneſs, put it paſt doubt; for what Indecency or Misbecomingneſs is it amongſt 


that are not fit ro be named amongſt Chriſtians. That Fornication, or all 
Sorts of Uncleanneſs were the Conſequence, and Concomitants of Idolatry, we ſee, 
Rom. i. 29. and tis known were favoured by the Heathen Worſhip ; and therefore, 
© the Practice of thoſe Sins is every where ſet down as the charafteriſtical Heathen 
Mark of the idolatrous Gentiles ; from which Abominations the Jews, bath by their 
Law, Profeſſion, and general Practice, were Strangers: And this was one of thoſe 
Things, wherein chiefly God ſevered his People from the idolatrous Nations, as 


centious Intemperance in unlawful and unnatural Luſts, is in the New Teſtament 


S 6a 0:a'n r oad6 os « 


as being the ſure and undoubted Mark of an Heathen and Idolater.” 


6 (o) The Children of Diſobedience.] Theſe, in this Place, and Eph. ii. 2.—v. 6. are plainly 


the Gentiles, who refuſed to come in and ſubmit themſelves to the Goſpel ; as will ap- 
pear to any one who will read theſe Places, and the Contexts with Attention. 

(p) The Reaſon why he ſo particularly inculcates the Danger of theſe Vices, was the 
Fnormity of them, and the Commonneſs of them among the Gentiles, who thought light 
of them. Beſides, the Celofians had been themſelves formerly guilty of them, and they 
are ſome of them Vices to which the Temptations are ſtrongeſt, and from which ſuch as 
have been once guilty, are hardly and ſeldom teclaimed. | 


H Children 


the Context, will find Reaſon to take it here in the Senſe I have given it, or elſe 


An. Cb C62. 


Neronis 9. 


6. 
2 


29. and Eph, iv. 19.—v. 5. compared. with this here [Epb. v. 3.] they are enough to 


Chriſtians to name Covetouſneſs ? IIx Eo I therefore muſt ſignify the Title of Sins, 


may be ſeen, Lev. xviii. 20. And hence, I think, that Se Fla, uſed for li- 


called Idolatry, and Azorex7ns an Idolater ; See 1 Cor. v. 11. Col. iii. 5. Eph. v. 5. 


\ 
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2 TEXT. 


7. Children of Diſobedience, you alſo ſometime ence. In the which ye al- 7 
had your Converſation, when being uncon- 1 goon hats time;yhen. | 
verted you lived in the Commiſſion of thoſe h 
Zins (0. e FITS 


NOTES. 


3 09 The Paraphraſe ſhows how IT ſhould chooſe to render the Verſe, and avoid the 
Tautology, which our Tranſlation ſeems to carry in it; for what Difference is there be- 
tween walking in thoſe Vices, and Tiving in them? 5 


S E C T. VIII. 
| C HAP. III. 8—1 7. 
CONTENTS 


FN this Section he directs them how as Chriſtians they ought 
A to converſe with, and to be diſpoſed towards one another. 


PAR AY HR AS E TEXT. 


) U'T ſince God has called you from a- PUT, now ou at puts. 
mong them, do you put away not on- 12 of II theſe; anger, 

mong t m. you put F 'wrath, 'malice, ' blaſphe- 
Iy thoſe earthly Members or Vices I have al- my, filthy communica- 
ready mentioned, but in general all of: them (7): — 
And therefore put away theſe that follow ;. 
| | | | : | Anger, 


8. 


NOTES. 


8 (7) Ta. . AN tbeſe.] Our Tranſfators ſeem to have taken this, as tho he had 

faid 2d advle r , all theſe Things that folloavu; but however it makes no Difference 

zs to the main Senſe, his Words ſeem to me to refer to what: he had ſaid before, Ta pine 

rd em © vis, v. 5, your Menibers ' which are upon” Earth, Compare Matth. v. 29, 
30. Mar. ix. 43-48. | | | — — 3 | 


(5) *Arvyegaoyiay 


- COLOSSTANS 5 
1 | 3 3 ere 
TEXT. P ARAPHRASE. PIR) 
tion out of your nee Anger, Wrath, Malice, evil Speaking, and fil- 
. wy Macy r thy Communication out of your Mouth (s). 
off the old man with his Lie not one to another, ſeeing you have aban- 9. 
10 deeds: And have put on doned your old Converſation and Practices (t) 
the new man, which is , 3 | | 
renewed in knowledge,af- And are as it were new Men, not living in your 10. 


rer the image of him that former Ignorance, but being well informed and 
II created him. Where there 


3s neither Greek nor Jew, inſtructed, you are become like him who formed 

_ circumciſion nor uncir- YOU to this, and who cannot lie or deceive. 
cumciſion, barbarian, lehr In which new Creation it makes no Difference x x, 

Chritt is Ill, and is all with him whether a Man is a Gentile or a 

12 Put on therefore (as the em, circumciſed or uncircumciſed, a Barba- 

| Cle} of God, hojy and be-" ian, Or a Scythian, a Slave or a Freeman (2); 

| kindneſs, humbleneſs of but the whole turns upon Mens belonging to 
mind, meckneſs, long-fut- Chriſt, whoever they are (w). And ſince God 12. 


equally 


NOTES. 


(s) *Arogegnoy ial Ou Fs Shud] Cr . Filthy Communication ont of your Mouth.] Dr. Whitby 
ſays : © This is uſually referred ro obſcene and impure Words. But Heſychius, Phavorinus, 
and Fulius Pollux, l. 2. c. 4. have informed us, that the Word ſignifies reproachfu! Words, 
* ſuch as tend to put a Man to ſhame ; and to this Senſe the Words preceding, make it moſt 

proper to refer it; Wrath, Anger, and Malice, or evil Machinations of the Heart, being 
© the inward Diſpoſitions which render us diſaffe cted to, and prone to do evil to others; 
'© railing and opprobrious Speeches, which tend to render our Brother infamous to others, 
being the uſual Effects of theſe evil Diſpoutions.” But as the Apoſtle here gives Rules 
for our Speech, the other Senſe may not be diſagreeable; and the rather, fince in the 

parallel Epiſtle to the Epbeſians, he exprefly forbids ſach filthy Communication, and would 
not have it proceed out of their Mouth, or be once named among them. See Eph. iv. 29. 
2 37 4. Ke ννuννj,etthmaerefore here may be the ſame as d er, and 90 g . 
9 (i) See the Note on Chap. ii. 11. 1 7 | by 3 
II () St. Pauls main Deſign, in this Epiſtle, was to eſtabliſh the Coloſſians in their ad- 
hering to the Goſpel Myſtery of the Calling of the Gentiles, and their Maintaining their 
Freedom againſt the Fecuiſb Dogmatizers : and tho' he had already concluded that Matter, 
yet having it very much upon his Heart, he takes an Occaſion here, in the midſt of quite 
other Things, to drop a Word with relation to it. : PALE. 

(ww) *AMAZ T4 Te&VTH, Y νν,ts. But Chriſt is all and in all.] The Senſe is, that 

in the Point of obtaining Acceptance with God, our Regard muſt be paid ſolely to Chriſt, 
upon him alone we muſt depend, and not upon the Maſaick Law; that Faith in, and Obe- 
dience to Cbriſt, are all the Terms God inſiſts upon; and that this is the Caſe in all, or 
among all Men, let them be Fews, or let them be Gentiles, of whatever Nation, or what- 
ever Condition, it matters not; upon theſe Terms, alone they ſhould be received, wich- 
out ſubmitting to the Ordinances, which the Fud1izers would gladly obtrude upon them. 
The Reader by this eaſily perceives in how vaſtly different a Senſe it is, that the fame Ex- 
preſſion is uſed concerning God the Father, 1 Cor. xy, 28, 3 


H 2 13 (x) 
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13. 


14. 
15. 


which is the Bond of Perfectneſs (2). An 
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equally accepts all Men upon the ſame Terms, fering ; — one 4- 13 
do you, as the peculiar People of God, holy another, if any marchave 
and beloved, imitate him, and put on Bowels a quarrel againſt any; e- 
of Compaſſion, Kindneſs, Humility, Meekneſs, tene Chrift forgave you, 
ef . F I ? ſo alſo do ye. And above 14 
Long: ſuffering; bearing with one another, and all theſe things, put on 
forgiving one another, 'if any of you have a „ 
Matter of Complaint againſt another; as Chriſt“ ferteskne s. Aud ferry 
hath forgiven you (x), do ye alſo forgive one 
another. And upon all theſe put on Love 0), 
in 

order 


NOTES. 


13 (x) Chrift hath forgiven you.) In the parallel Epiſtle, Zþb. iv. 32. he expreſſes him 


| ſelf thus: God by *. hath forgiven you : But this neceſſarily implies what he here ſays, 


for it God forgives 
thority. 


y Chriſt, then Chriſt muſt forgive in his Name, and by his Au- 
14 (y) 'Emi 401 Tee dſanku, Above all theſe Things, put on Charity.) Our Tranſlators 


have very well inſerted put on, fetching it from v. 12. but it is doubrful how the other 
Expreſſion is to be taken. The Syriac renders it with all theſe, the French beſide all theſe, the 


ſtalian for all theſe, the Dutch and our Engliſh above all theſe; which is what St. Peter ex- 


preſſes by ac; ,, 1 Pet. iv. 8. The Vulg. Latin, Beza, and Caſtellio rendering it ſuper bæc 


e7nia, have left the Senſe as ambiguous, as it is in the Greek. In the Paraphraſe the ren- 


dering pon all theſe is preferr'd, becauſe the Verb uſed by the Apoſtle carries in it an Allu- 


ſion to a Garment ; and the Chriſtian Virtues are repreſented as clothing and adorning Per- 
ſons, 1 Pet. iii. 3— 5. — v. 5. 1 Tim. ii. 9. and fo he may be underſtood to direct them 
here to put on Charity over or upon all the other Virtues, before mentioned. 2 
() The Bond of Perfetineſs.] This may ſignify either, 1. That Love is the moſt perſec 
Bond, which will be an Hebraiſm not uncommon 1n the New Teſtament. Or, 2. That Love 


is ſuch a Bond as ties together all thoſe Virtues, which are the Perfection of Chriſtians ; 


and therefore was very proper to be put over them all. Compare 1 Job. iv. 12, 18. Or, 3. 


Very agreeably to the Subject of his Diſcourſe, and particularly to what he mentions in the 


next Verſe of Chriſtians being one Body; he may here call Love that Bond, which ſo 


unites and faſtens them all together, as that they become as it were one Body, and are pertect. 


To this purpoſe we may obſerve how he ſpeaks of the whole Charch. Eph, iv. 11, 12, 13. 
He gave ſome Apoſtles — for the Perſecting of the Saints — for the Ediſying of the Body of Cbriſt, 
zill we all come to the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 


[Tireor] Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Cbriſt. And how we attain this 


Perfection he declares, v. 15. But being true in Love, we may grow up into him in all Things, 
abo is the Head, even Chriſt; from whom the whole Body maketh increaſe of the Body, to the 
.edifying it ſelf in Love. And what he here calls the Bond of Perfe#neſs, he there calls the 
Bond of Peace, Eph. iv. 3. That he was deſirous of this Perfection among the xr” apr 


appears from what he ſays, Chap. ii. 2. That they might be knit together in Love. I prefer this 


latter Senſe, and ſo conclude this to be his Meaning: Put on Love, which is the Bond 


of that perfect Union there ought to be in the Body of Chriſt ; and whereby the whole 


Church becomes perfect. 


15 (a) 


COLOSSIANS 33 


TEXT.  PARAPHRASE. Noon 9. 


| the peace of God rule in order to your Exerciſing ſuch Love, let the 
N called in one Peace of God (a) influence your Hearts, into 


body; and be ye thank- the which alſo ye are called in one Body; and 
16 ful. Let the word of Chriſt 


rc of Chu be ye thankful, Farther, it would be of good 16. 
— — e GS: to prevent the Sins from which | have 
diſſuaded you, and to promote the Love I have 
recommended, if in your converſing together, 
you would take care that your Diſcourſe and 
Talk ſhould be much of Chriſt in all Wiſdom (5) F 
” | 5 | ald 


NOTES. 
15 (a) The Peace of God.] This Fhraſe is only to be found here, and Philip. iv. 7. and ſince 
theſe two Epiſtles were written about the ſame time, we may well imagine that the ſame 
Peace is meant in both; and eſpecially conſidering how alike it is ſpoken of in both Places. I 
thall therefore endeavour to clear the Meaning of this Place by comparing it with the 
other, which runs thus: The Peace of God which paſſeth all Underſtanding, ſhall keep your Hearts 
and Minds thro Chriſt Feſus. There can be no Queſtion, I think, that the Peace of God may 
as properly ſignify that Peace we have with God, Rom. v. 1. as that Peace which God en- 
joins us to cultivate with one another. And tho' there is a great Satisfaction which ac- 
companies a peaceable Temper and Behaviour, yet ir ſeems moſt likely to me, that ſuch an 
 ligh Expreſſion, at that of paſſing all Underſtanding, ſhould be uſed concerning the Peace 
we have with God; which appears the more aſtoniſhing and anfathomable, the more we 
ſet our ſelves to conſider of it. Farther, when it is ſaid, this Peace of God ſhall keep our- 
| Hearrs and Minds thro' or by Jeſus Chriſt, it ſeems to be a farther Confirmation of this Inter- 
pietation; for as the Peace we have with God is thro' Chriſt, ſo the Apoſtle may well be 
underſtood to ſpeak of it, as having its Effect upon us thro? him; ſince all Bleſſings ate de- 
rived to us thro' him. Beſides, in that Place to the Philippians, I ſee nothing that ſhould in- 
cline us io underſtand him to ſpeak of any other, than this Peace of God with us, and our 
Senſe of that great Bleſſing. Nor do I ſee any Difficulty there is in applying this Senſe to 
the Place under Conſideration, but this rather confirms our Interpretation of the other in 
this Manner; for we may without ary Violence thus explain it: Let a Senſe of that Peace, 
* which you have with God, always affect and influence your Hearts, ſo that you may find your 
* (elves conſtrained by it to an Imitation of him, and to be at Peace with others, as he 
has been pleaſed to be at Peace with you; and the rather, becauſe you were called in- 
* to this State of Reconciliation in one Body or Society, with all thoſe with whom I now 
* urge youto live in Peace and Love ; for which you ought to be very thankful: And when - 
you are truly thankful for the Peace you have with God, you can't be backward to be at 
peace with your Fellow Chriſtians, who muſt needs have far leſs offended you, than you + 
© have him.“ I am not peremptory in determining this to be the Senſe of the Place, but 
it ſeems the moſt eaſy and natural to me; tho' I own a plauſible Account may be given of 
the Text, according to the other Interpretation. | et | 
It may be here again obſerved, that as this one Body relates to the u and Gentiles being 
made one Church and People by che Goſpel ; ſo it appears St. Paul was ftill mindful of the 
great Subject of his Epiſtle, when he thus gives a Hint of it. | 
16 (b) 'O avy@ 78 refs evortciro oy -ujuiv aAuoios, Let the Word of Chriſt dwell riebly 
in you.] Whether the true Meaning of this Verſe be given in the Pataphraſe, muſt be left 


to 


„ COLOSSIANS. 
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and that you entertain one another in conver- —— os 2 in 
ſing together in a Chriſtian Manner, teaching FfAmezand hymns, ane Fr. 
(6) and admonifhing one another in Pſalms, and 

ee Hymns, 


NOTES. 


to the Judgment of the Reader, when he has heard the Reafons for it. It is taken for 
granted, becauſe I believe no one would doubt of it, that the Phraſe 6 A- 92 yer, may as 
well be rendered, The Diſcourſe of, or concerning Chrift, as any other way; and that ir ought 
to be fo, and we ſhould underſtand him as ſaying, Let the Diſcourſe concerning Chrift dwell 
ricbly among you, in all Miſdom, may appear. 1. From the Place where this Rule ſtands 3 and that 
is among other Rules given to Chriſtians to obſerve in their converſing together. 2. From what 
St. Paul joins with this, teaching and admoniſhing one another, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spi- 
ritual Songs; which thows he is directing them how they ſhould converſe together; the 
Singing here preſcribed being not for their publick Aſſemblies, but their private Converſation, 
3. This is much confirmed by the parallel Place, Eb. v. 18—20. And be not drunk with Wine, 
<oberein is Exceſs; but be filled with the Spirit, ſpeaking to one another [ſo it ſhould be render'd] in 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging and making Melody in your Heart to the Lord, giving 
- thanks always for all Things unto God and the Father, in the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Who 
ever compares the 19th and 2oth Verſes of that Chapter, with the Verſes under Conſidera- 
tion, together with that which follows, will ſee they agree exactly in Matter, and very 
much in Words alſo; and therefore will not doubt of their relating to the fame Duty. 
Now his bringing in the Duty there in Oppoſition to their being drunk with Wine, leads us 
to undeiſtand the Duty as reſating to Chriſtians converſing together. To which purpoſe, 
Iwill tranſcribe Mr. Locke's Paraphraſe of v. 18, 19. which gives a very eaſy and natural 
Account of the Words: And be not drunken» with Wine, wherein there is exceſs, ſeek 
not Diverſion in the noiſy and intemperate Jollity of Drinking; but when you are diſpoſed 
to a chearful Entertainment of one another, let it be with the Gifts of the holy Spirit, 
© that ye are filled with, ſinging Hymns, and Pſalms, and ſpiritual Songs, among your ſelves; 
this makes real and folid Mirth in the Heart, and is Melody well- pleaſing to God himſelf. 
Leet it be added here, that this is moſt agreeable to that Rule of St. Fames, Chap. v. 13. Is 
any merry? let bim ſing Pſalms. 4. This Verſe being thus underſtood, that which follows 
| will excellently well agree with it; for as he here recommends to them the diſcourſing 
concerning Chriſt, he there enlarges his Exhortation : And whatſoever ye do in Word (that is, 
in Diſcourſe, & Ab, and the And in the Beginning of that Verſe ſhows that it is thus to 
be connected] or Deed, do all in the Name 7 the Lord Feſus, &c. q. d. I would not that 
you ſhould pay a Regard to Chriſt only in your Diſcourſe, no, but refer every Action in 
like Manner to him, and do all in his Name.“ 5 g . 
(c) Ey vpir, dd A,νναοανiνe.] Concerning the Solœciſm in theſe Words, ſee Mr. Gataker, in 
his Notes upon Mar. Antonin. Lib. iii. Set. iv. The Solœciſm might be avoided, by beginning 
a new Sentence with JS4ozo]:z5, and leaving out the xe in the Beginning of the next 
Verſe (as it is left out by the Vulgate Latin, the Clermont, and St. Germain's Copies, and b 
two old Latin Commentators) and by ſupplying what muſt. otherwiſe be here ſupplied, 
lere. Or it may. much eaſier be avoided by beginning a new Sentence at the latter End 
of v. 1. H yaeou lyse, joining thereto in Conftruftion, SS doroy]es Y vu & ass, 
| Ke. and. including the intermediate Sentence in a Parentheſis: And then, in this Paſſage, the 
Apoſtle firſt directs to a Duty, then mentions the Means neceſſary for the right Performance 
of it, in the Words contained by the Parentheſis; and laſtly, preſcribes the Manner of ex- 
erciſing it. And the Words & N eleig, Xe & U yaerirres ſeem to favour this Con- 


6-1 nection, 


COLOSSIANS us 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE Young. 


—_—_— 


— 


rirual ſongs, ſinging with Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs (4), ſinging with- 
Oo « 
17 che Lord. And whatfo- Grace (e), fincerely and heartily to the Lord (F). 


ever ye do in word or And whatſoever you do, whether in Diſcourſe, 17. 


deed, do all in the name i | "PINE 3 
of the Le ee en een e other Actions, do all in the Name 


thanks to God and the and Authority of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks 

Father by him, to God the Father by him; and as long as you. 
keep to this, you can never break in upon thoſe 
Rules I have given you for Chriſtian Converſa- 
tion. 5 OE „ 


NOTES. 


nedtion, as they may refer to the ſame Subject, and are capable of the Senſes here given 
them. The firſt and laſt are the ſame with our common veiben, and xdeisc is deſcribed by 
Heſychius, e&polCn ud]e Jigytotar, that is, Gratitude or Thankfulneſ;. But, perhaps, there is 
no Neceſſity of avoiding a Thing that may be obſerved in other Authors; eſpecially, ſince 
St. Paul pretended not to Wiſdom of Words, 1 Cor. i. 17. Eo: - > 
) I am doubtful about the exact DiſtinRtion that is to be made between'P/alms, and 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. I know nothing better than what Dr. Whitby has ſaid upon the © 
_ Matter, who may be conſulted on Eph. v. 19. To which it may be added, that theſe three 
Words may ſeem to anſwer to three Hebrew ones «2xud; to e P/al. ii i. tit. Uh 
to. Nin tho! I do not find it ſo rendered, Pſalm, cxlv. tit. yet it is in other Places, and 
ad to My. Pſal. cxx. 1. but what the Difference of theſe was I pretend not to gueſs. Nor 
have I any thing to ſay, conceming the Manner in which Chriſtians uſed to ſing at home, 
or in their Aſſemblies in the Apoſtle's Times. Perhaps, ſome Light might be given to it, 
if we could diſcover what the Cuſtom. was in the Ages that were neareſt to them; but that 
ſeems hitherto to be as dark and uncertain as the other; and 'tis-great. Pity, that ſome able 
| Hand has not hitherto undertaken to give ſome clear Account of a Thing, which we are fo - 
much concerned to know. | WES | EL ST ES 
(e) EY xdelli q does. Singing ith Grace,] The Senſe is doubtſul, and therefore I have leſt 
the rendering of our Tranſlation in the Paraphraſe; only I have avoided what our Tranſla- 
tion ſeems to ſuggeſt, that this Grace is to be in the Heart; whereas, if we would render it 
ſtrictly, it ſhould be ſinging with Grace, with the Heart. Compare Eph. v. 19. where he has 
not with Grace, The Expreſhon may ſignify with Tbankfulneſs, which is very ſuitable to 
ſach an Action; or elſe it may ſignify with Gracefulneſs or Decency. I moſt incline to this latter 
Senſe, in which the Phraſe is uſed, Chap. iv. 6. Let your Speech be always with Grace, i. e. with 
Gracefulneſs. Thus he ſeems to mean the ſame Thing, Eph. iv. 29. Let no corrupt Commus 
nication proceed out of your Mouth, but that hich is good to the Uſe of ediſying, that it may miniſter 
Grace unto the Hearers; iva, $6. ydew, ſuch, ſays Mr. Locke, * as may have a becoming 
© Gracefulneſs in the Ears of the Hearers.” > +2317 
J T6 Kveiy. To the Lord.] Who this Lord is, the Apoſtle declares in the next Ve £2, even 
God the Father: Compare Epb. v. 19, 20. where the lame is very eaſy to be obſerved. 


SE © I. 
1 a N 0 5 —_— 


18. 


19. 


21. 


COLOSSITANS. 
. 
CHAP. Hl. 18-IV. 1. 
CONTENTS. 


FN this Section he gives Rules concerning the Duties ariſing from 


the ſeveral particular Relations which Chriſtians ſtand in to 
one another. Thoſe which he inſiſts on are theſe three, Husbands 
and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and Slaves ; in treat- 


PARAPHRASE. 


. IVEs, ſubmit your ſelves unto your 


own Husbands, as it is fit for Chri- 
ſtians to do. And on the other hand, ye 


Husbands, love your Wives, and be not ſe- 
vere and churliſh toward them. | 

| 20. 1 
Things to which the parental Authority reach- 


Children, obey your Parents in all thoſe 


eth (“); for this is well pleaſing to the Lord. 
And on your Part, ye Fathers, do not by the 


Auſterity of your Carriage, the Rigour of your 


Commands, and the Severity of your Diſci- 


22. 


pline, provoke them; leſt they be diſcouraged in 


ſervice, as men pleaſers, 


their Endeavours to obey and pleaſe you. 


Ve that are Servants and Slaves, obey thoſe 

who are your Maſters, according to the Laws 
of Men, in all Things wherein they have a 
Right to command you; and in ſerving them 
dont only mind to do ſuch Things as will come 


NOTES. 


ing of all which he delivers the Duties of the inferior Relation 
before thoſe of the Superior. 85 


- TEXF. 


WII ſubmit your 18 
| ſelves unto your 
own husbands, as it is fit 
in the Lord. Husbands, 19 
love your Wives, and be 
not bitter againſt them, 
Children, obey your pa- 20 
rents in all things; for 
this is well-pleaſing unto. 


the Lord. Fathers, pro- 21 


voke not your children to 
anger, leſt they be diſ- 
couraged, 3 - 
Servants,obey in all things 22 
your maſtets, according to 
the fleſh, not with eye- 


but in lingleneſs of heart, 


20 (*) This muſt be underſtood ads ſome ſuch Limitation, and there can be no Hurt 
in ſupplying the Senſe from v. 18, with e Kueip, and fo it is exprefled, Epb. vi. I. i. e. as the 


Loid requires you, and as far as is conſiſtent with your Duty to him. 


under 


TEXT. 


23 fearing God: And hat- 
ſoe ver ye do, do it hear- 
tily, as to the Lord, and 
24 not unto men; Knowing 
that of the Lord ye ſhall 
receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye ſerve 
25 the Lord Chriſt. But he 


that doth wrong, ſhall re- 


ceive for the wrong which 


he hath done: and there 
is no reſpe& of perſons. 


1 Maſters, give unto your ſer- 


vants, that which is uſt: 


and equal, knowing that 
ye allo have a maſter in 
heaven, 33 | 
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PARA HR ASE. 


under their Obſervation, as tho' you were only 
or chiefly ſeeking to pleaſe Men; but act here- 
in with that Simplicity of Heart, that becomes 
Men fearing God. And whatſoever you do in 
their Service, do it from your very Hearts, in 


obedience to Chriſt, and not to Men only; 
- Knowing that from him you ſhall receive the 


Reward of his heavenly Kingdom, which is 
the Inheritance of his Servants, : For tho” you 


who will not fail to recompenſe the Obedience 


any profeſſing themſelves his Servants, ſhall in- 


jure and wrong others, they ſhall ſuffer for it; 


and that without Reſpect of Perſons, whether 


they are Bond or Free; and therefore, if you 
Servants wrong your Maſters, you muſt expect 
he will puniſh'you for it; and if they wrong 


you, you may depend upon his recompenſing 
you, and puniſhing them. On the other ſide, you, 
who are Maſters, give to your Servants that 


Neronis 9. 


23. 


24. 


are Servants to Men, yet you are alſo, upon 
your becoming Chriſtians, the Servants of Chriſt, 


and Faithfulneſs of them that ſerve him. But if 25. 


<4 


| 1 | 


- Which is juſt and equal, as to Food, Clothing, Gc. 


Rewards they deſerve, nor puniſh them with a 
Severity beyond the Deſert of their Faults : 


ſelves a great Maſter in Heaven, who will puniſh 


Pour Servants, 


your Injuſtice and Cruelty, and will deal the 
fame Meaſure to you, which you now do to 
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Exact not more Work of them than they are 
able to perform, nor with-hold from them the 


And this do, as Men who know you have your 


re 


COLOSSIANS. 


CHAP. IV. 26, 
CONTENTS. 


IN this Section he ſets before the Oiſfams the Duties which were 
RK incumbent on them, with R to ſuch as were not Chriſtians, 
and among whom they lived. The Duties urged are three. 1. Per- 
ſeverance in Prayer, and here he commends himſelf particularly to 
their Prayers. 2. Prudence and Inoffenfiveneſs in their Conduct. 

3- The due ordering of their Words and Diſcourſe with them, 


 PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 
; Quaizne in prayer, 2 

and watch in the 
ſame with thankſgiving; 


ND as you have ſo many Enemies, who 
Will do all that lies in their Power to 
drive you from your Religion, and to hinder 
the Spreading of the Goſpel (g), you had need 

5 be 


NOTES. 


2 (g) If any one thinks, that too great a Liberty is taken in making this Rule to relate 
fo peculiarly to the Circumſtances of Chriſtians and Chriſtanity at that Time, by reaſon of 
the unconverted Enemies thereof; let him conſider the following Reaſons for it. 1. It is 
mavifeR, that the two other Duties may well be underſtood in the ſame Manner; at leaſt, 


kr is neceſſaty the former of them muſt be ſo, becauſe he expreſly declares it: Walk in 
Miſdom towvard them that are without ; and ſince he had before given Directions for the 


Speech and Diſcourſe of Chriſtians with one another, it is but reaſonable to think, that the 


| Hatter of thoſe two had a Regard to their Diſcoarſe with ſuch as were not Chriſtians, to 


fuch'as were without, juſt mentioned before. Now if this be ſuppoſed, that the other two 
Duties are of this ſort, it will look very likely that this is ſo too; or otherwiſe, we muſt 


take this for a Duty placed by it ſelf, not reducible to any one of the forementioned Heads 


of his Diſcourſe ; and ſo à great deal of the Oider and Concinnity of this Part of his Epi- 
Ale would be loſt. 2. The ſubject Matter of the Praying, which he recommends to them, 


fo far as does appear from any Thing here expreſſed, was publick. It is manifeſt, that he 
mentions not their praying for himſelf upon any other, than a publick Account, v. 3, 4. 
It is uſual with him, to de 


xv. 30, 31. 2 Tbeſſ. iii. 1. and it might ſeem not unlikely, that with that Deſign chiefly he 


Ire the Prayers of Chriſtians upon this Account. Compare Rom. 


ight here mention that Duty. 3. That which confirms this more eſpecially, is the fuller 
and larger Expreſſion, which we have of this ſame Thing in the parallel Epiſtle, Eph, vi. 
18, 19, 20. Where let it be obſerved, that the Direction is given with * to the 
very ſame Caſe that I ſuppoſe in the Place before us. This appears from Epb. vi. 11, 12, 13. 
Put on the whole Armour of God, that ye may be able to ftand againſt the Miles of the Devil. For 


3 Vithah, praying allo far be frequent and inſtant in Prayer, attendin 
un chat oe race, and watching therein with 'Thankſgiving (5. 


to ſpeak the myſtery of And when. your. own. Caſe, and that of Chri- 


\, Chriſt, for which 1 am ſtianity, engages you in this Duty, I deſire 
make it manifeſt, as I you would particularly pray for me, that 


9 Walk in God would give me an Opportunity to preach 
ue Wichont, redeemine and declare the Myſtery of Chriſt, (the Calling 


are without, redeeming 


6 the time. Ler your ſpeech the GCentiles into his Church, without ſubject- 
&e always with racer ſea jng them to the Law of Moſes) for which I 
a2 qm alſo at this Time in Bonds, That I may 
deelare it as plainly and fully, as it becomes 


me to do, who have been ſo peculiarly intruſted 


with the Revelation of it, and a Commiſſion 


to preach it. Behave your ſelves with Wiſdom 
and Prudence toward fuch as are not Chriſtians, 
that giving them as little Offence as poffible, 
Fou may gain the more Time of Reſpite from 


Perſecution, and for the Spreading of the Goſ- 


pel (). Let your Speech be always grace 


NOTES. 


we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood (that is, Men are not the only Perſecuters with whom 


we contend) but againſt Prinrigalities, againſt Powars, agAinſt thy Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World, againſt ſpiritual Wickednefs in 1195 Places. ' — 4 unto you the whole Armour of 


| God, that ye may be able to withſtand in ths evil Day (the Time of Perſecution) and having 
done all to ſtand. This is exactly what I ſuppoſe he canfider'd, as calling the Coloſians to 
ſuch diligence in Prayer. Now obſerve how he brings in there the ſame Exhortation, with 
reference to that Caſe, He commends to them, upon the Account of the Circumſtances, 
the Danger and Oppoſition of that Time, that they would take to themſelves the whole 
Armour of God, and concludes thus: Praying always with. all Prayer and Supplication in the 


Spirit, and watching thereunto, with all Perſeverance, and Supplication for all Saints; and for 


me, that Uiterauce may be given unto me, that I may open my Mouth boldly, to make known the 


Myſtery of the Goſyel ; for which I am an Ambaſſados in Bund; tbat therein | may e. 1 N bh 
1 ought to ſpe all. low exactiy do theſe three Verſes anſwer. to Cl, iv. 2, 3, 4, only the firlf of 
chem is here more ſhortly expreſſed, And who then will doubt, whether St. Pa had nor 


exactly the ſame Deſign in both nl? | OTE Lt 

(H) With Thankſgiving.) I am inclined to think: the Apoſtle the xather mentians this, be- 
cauſe as he refers in the Words before to their perilous State, he was not willing they fhould 
be diſcouraged, or fink under the Thoughts of ir; and therefore to raiſe their Spirits, he 


here puts them in Mind of the great Occaſion they had for Thankſgiving. Compare Philip. 


5 (i) Ti nated! SerynenTiutuor, Redeeming the Time.) i. e. Gaining as much as you can, 
_ prolonging your own Tranquility, and the 1 of ſpreading the Goſpel. The Co- 
4 


toſjans, 


* 
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Chap. IV. 


8 PARAPHRASE. TEXT. 


and modeſt (, and temper'd with Wiſdom _— with ſol that ye 
and Diſcretion (J), that ſo it may appear you to autyer every TOTO 
underſtand how to anſwer ſuch as would queſtion e 


you concerning your Religion (n). ; 
NOTES. 


Toſſans,, by their Chriſtian Converſation, would reprove and ſhame thoſe among whom they- 
lived for their enormous Crimes: This was likely to bring upon them their Rage and Fury, 
and ſo to deprive the Minifters of the Goſpel-of an Opportunity of freely preaching it: For 
this Reaſon, the Apoſtle recommends a prudent Behaviour toward the unconverted Gentiles, 
that they might be as little exaſperated as poſſible. This Phraſe is taken from the LXX. who, 
Dan. ii. 8. thus exactly render the Chaldee. Ex c. Anbei ud\a.tys T1 xaregy vuas fray 
eadele. 1 know of a Certainty that you are buying, or redeeming the Time; that is, you endea- 
vour to ward off the Danger by Delays. And that this is St. Paul's Meaning, appears by 


the Reaſon he gives to preſs the ſame Rule, b. v. 15, 16. See then that ye walk exactly, not 


as Fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the Time, becauſe the Days are evil. 
6 (k) With Grace.] See the Note on Chap. iii. 16. - 

(Y) Salt is put for Wiſdom, both in ſacred and profane Authors. 5 | | 
m) St. Paul has here a ReſpeC to Heathen Magiſtrates, who had it in their Power to call 
them in Queſtion for their Religion: and ſo this is much to the ſame Purpoſe, with what 
St. Peter ſays, 1 Pet. iii. 15. Be ready always to anſcuer every. Man that asketh you a Reaſon of 
be Hope that is in you (i. e. of your Religion) with Meekneſs and Fear. 5 


e CHA p. IV. 7-18. ro 
UNA TENTSE 
IM this Seftion, the Concluſion of his Epiſtle, he refers the 


| Coloſſians to Tychicus and Oneſimus, for a particular Account 
G his Affairs; and ſending his own and others Salutations, con- 


eludes with his uſual Benediction, 


Hycbicus 


TEXT. 


LL my ſtate ſhall Ty- 
chicus declare unto 
you, who is a beloved bro- 
ther, and a faithful mini- 
ſer, and fellow ſervant in 

$ the Lord: Whom I have 
ſent: unto you for the ſame 
urpoſe, that he might 
know your eſtate, and com- 

9 fort your hearts: With 
Oneſimus a faithful and 
beloved brother, who is 
one of you. They ſhall 
make known unto you all 
things which are done 
1ohere. Ariſtarchus my fel- 
low priſoner ſaluteth you, 
and Marcus ſiſters ſon to 
Barnabas (touching whom 
ye received command- 
ments; if he come unto you 
11 receive him.) And Jeſus, 


7 


COLOSSIANS. 


Zeſus who is allo called 7y//nus. Theſe are of 
the Jeeviſb Nation, and the only Perſons there- 


NOTES: 


| 3 (n) Inthe Lord.] This ſeems to me to relate to each of the three Characters given of 
| Ty-hicus ; and therefore, rendering it Chriſtian, I have prefixed it to them all, to intimate 


as much. 


8 (o) The Alexandrian, and many other good MSS. read this Verſe exactly as Eph, vi. 
22, Whom I have ſent unto you for the ſame Purpoſe, that ye might know our Af airs, and that 


he might comfort. your Hearts. 
wherein the Difference of the two Readings lies, is expreſſed, v. 9. 


This may be the true Reading ; but fince the Thing 
I have choſen to fol- 


low the (ame Copy our Tranſlators did, which declares his Deſire, both that he might know 
their Affairs, and that they might know his. 8 | | 


10 () Ariftarchus was a Macedonian of Theſſalonica, Acts xix. 29. —xx. 4. but, as we are 
here told, a Few by Deſcent. He went with St. Paul into Aa, and was ſeized by the 


Mob at 


Epheſus ; and afterwards accompanied him to Rome, Acts xxvii. 2. and was his Fel- 


tow Labourer, Philem. 24. and his Companion in Bonds, as it is faid here, 
(* ENdCHEHe words. Te have received Commandments.] The Word ſeems uſed, not in the 


i. 
* 4s 


| | An. Ch. G2. 
P AR AP HR ASE. 2 
F "2chicus,a Chriſtian (2) beloved Brother, 7. 
faithful Miniſter, and Fellow Servant, 
ſhall give you a full Account how Matters 
ſtand with me: Whom I have ſent unto you with 8. 
this Deſign, that he might know how Things 
are with you (0), and that he might comfort 
your Hearts: I have ſent him together with g. 
Oneſimus, a faithful and beloved Brother, wo 
is of your City. They ſhall acquaint you with 
all Things that are done here. Ariftarchus (p), 10. 
my Companion in Bonds, ſalutes you; and fo 
does Mark, Nephew to Barnabas (concerning 
whom you have already received a Meſſage (“)) 
if he come unto you, receive him kindly) And 11. 


no Authority to command. Thus he writes to Appius Pulcber, Epiſt. Fam. Lib. iii. Epiſt. 10. 
Tullius, cui mandata ad me dediſti, non convenerat me. Tully, by whom you ſent a Meſſage 


moſt common Senſe of it; but in that wherein Cicero often uſes mandata, where Perſons had 


© to me, had not come to me.” To this Purpoſe is the Word uſed, 4#s xvii. 15, They 


that conducted Paul, brought him to Athens, and receiving a Commandment to Silas and Timo- 
theus, for to come to him with all Speed, they departed. Where the Syriac bas tranſlated it re- 
ceiving a Letter, NT WIN. So the Italian, Receiving a Commiſſion, Civility teaches us to 
eſteem the reaſunable Deſires of Friends, as carrying in them the Force of Commands, 


tho' they pretend not to uſe any Authority; and hence the ſame Manner of Speech is fa- 
miliar in the Modern Languages. 4 2 ns | 


12. 


13. 


„ 


15. 


that he hath a warm Affection and hearty 


Y ARAPHRASE. 


of (0, who joined with me to ſpread the 
Kingdom of God ; and they have been a Com- 
fort to me. Epaphras alſo ſalutes you, who 


is one of your City, a Servant of Chriſt, and 


who is always very earneſt in his Pra that 
e may ſtand perfect and complete in the whole 
Wil of God (r). For I can witnefs for him, 
Con- 
cern for you, and the Chriſtians of Laodicea, 
and Hierapolis. Luke, the beloved Phyſician, 
and Demas falute you. Salute the Chriſtian 
Brethren that are in .Eaodicea, and Nymphas, 


and the Church which uſes to meet in his 


16, 


17. 


Puus, Take heed to the Miniſtry which thou 
1 haſt 


loſſi ans, was deſirous it ſho 


Houſe. And when this Epiſtle has been read 


among you, take care that it be read alſo in the 
Church of the Laodiceans, and that you read 
that from Laodicea (s). And fay to Archip- 


NOTES. 


COLOSSIANS. 


TEXT. 


which is called Juftus, who 
are of the circumciſion. 
Theſe only are my fellow- 
workers unto the king- 
dom of God, which have 
been a comfort unto me. 
Epaphras, who is one of 12 
ou, a ſervant of Chriſt, 

lateth you, always la- 
bouring fervently for you 
in prayers, that 


ſtand perfet id co 


lete in all the will of 
od, For I bear him re- 13 
cord, that he hath a great 
zeal for you, and them 
that are in Laodicea, and 
them in Hierapolis. Luke 14 
the beloved phyfician, and 
Demas greet you. Salute 15 
the brethren, which are 
in Laodicea, and Nym- 
phas, and the church which 
is in his houſe. And when 16 
this epiſtle is read amongſt 
you, cauſe that it be read 
alſo in the church of the 
Laodiceans; and that ye 


likewiſe read the _ 
y 17 


from Laodicea. An 
to Archippus, Take heed 


to the miniſtry which 


thou haſt received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfil it. 


11 (% Theſe only are my Felloeu- cor eri. ] That is, the only ones of the Circumciſion 3 for 


Luke and Demas were with him. 


12 (7) In all the Mail of God.) He has here a Reſpe& more eſpecially to that Part of the 
Will of God, which was ſo much upon his Heart, their maintaining their Chriſtian Liberty, 


and not ſubmitting to the Fewiſh Ordinances. 


, 


16. () The Epiſtle from Laodicea could: not be written by St. Paul from thence, ſince he 
had never been there, Chap. ii. 1. It ſeems probable, it was ſume Epiſtle written to him 
by ſome of the Laodiceans, giving an Account of their on Caſe, and that of their Neigh- 


bouts at Coloſs ;, and he Jadging it to contain ſomewhat worthy to be eonſidered by the Co- 


genious and learned Friend, he m 


dicea; of which, when the Gloſians ſent a Copy of theix Letter, the ſame Meſſengers me” 


d be read amang them. Or elſe, as is the Conjecture of an in- 
ay hene mean ſome Letter he had written to. thoſe of Lao- 
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18 The ſalutation by the band haſt received in the Lord, that thou ma 
of me paul. Remember in by 


my bonds. Grace be with 


you. Amen, aul write with my own Han 


NOTES. 


An.Ch.62. 


Neronis 9. 


yl ful- 
diſcharge it. 'The concludin 0 Salutation, I 

Remember 
my Bonds. Grace be with you. Amen. 


to wing a copy? &% AaoduHeig from Laodicea. Whatever the Letter was, it is loſt; that 


which 
the writing of St. Paul, by Perſons of the leaſt degree 2. Senſe and * 


as appeared in the World, being too comemptible a Forgery ever to be taken fos 
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Eph. iv. 8. and Pſal, xvii. 17, 18. 


HAT is here offered, was deſigned to have been 
added at the End of the Note upon Cl. ii. 15. till it 
-ran out to ſo great a Length, as to be like to prove 
an Interruption to Perſons in ſtudying that Epiſtle ; 
-whence, it has been thought more adviſeable to place it in an 
Appendix by it ſelf. Nor can there be a fitter Occaſion to treat 
of this Matter; Mr. Lecke's admirable Paraphraſe and Notes upon 
the Epiſtle to the Epheſians having rendered it needleſs, at leaſt 
for me, to think of ever writing upon it; and it being only pro- 
poſed to ſupply what is perhaps a Defect in him, who has ſaid no- 
thing to fix the Senſe of the Expreſſion here conſider d. Beſides, the 
Subject is ſo near akin to what has been treated of upon the foreſaid 
Text in the Colofſians, that there can hardly be expected a more 
proper Place, wherein the following Explication ſhould appear. 
Ihe Words to be conſider'd, are Eph. iv. 8. Wherefore, be ſaith, 
When he aſcended up on high, he led Captivity captive. Several 
- Commentators obſerving the great Reſemblance between the two 
Epiſtles to the Epheſians and Coloſſians, have thought that St. 
Paul had his Eye to the fame Thing in this Paſſage, and in that 
of Col. ii. 15. which has been commonly underſtood in the Senſe ex- 


preſſed by our Tranſlators : Having ſpoiled Principalities and 
Powers, he made a Shew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it. 5 


The Reſemblance between the two Epiſtles is moſt certain; 
and it does not ſeem improbable, that theſe two Paſſages, as they 


have 
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have imagined, deſerve to be compared; and relating both to the 


fame Subject, may give light to one another. Whether they, who 


have thought theſe two Texts to be parallel, have not univerſally 
miſtaken the Senſe of one of them; 1s referred to the Judgment 
of the Reader, who has in part conſider d what has been 
ſaid upon that in the Coloſſians. His Patience is now requeſted 
in attending a modeſt Enquiry, whether there be not equal Evi- 


degfce, or at leaſt great Probability, that the common 9 


of the other Text in the Epheſians is a Miſtake alſo; and that it 
really treats of the ſame Thing with CY]. ii. 15. according as that 
has been before explained. CE. 


The common Explication of the Words, is that when Chriſt aſ- 


cended into Heaven, he led captive the Devil and his Angels, 


Death, Sin, the Law, the Curſe, Oc. that theſe are to be con- 
| ſidered as Enemies, whom he conquered at his Death, and who 
then became his Captives; and that, when he aſcended up on high, 


he carried them as it were bound, along with him, in a pompous 


and triumphant Shew of his Victory; ſo that his Aſcenſion and En- 


try into Heaven, was like a Reman General's going up in Tri- 
umph to the Capitol, with his Captives in their Chains attend- 


ing him. 


There are few among our modern Expoſitors, who leave out 


the Devil and his Angels in accounting for this Captivity; a Friend 


of Mr. Le Clerc's, mentioned by him in his Supplement to Dr. Ham- 
mond, is the only one I have obſerved ; and he underſtands it of the 


dead Saints, who arofe at the Time of our Lord's Reſurrection. 
Among the Ancients there are more. St. Auſtin, a Commentator on 


the Pſalms falſly ſuppoſed to be St. Ferom, Beda, Oecumenius, 


and perhaps ſome others underſtand it of Men; wherein Jaſtin Mar- 


zyr went before them, who ſays: Dial. cum Tryph. p. m. 57. That 


© it was foretold, that after Chriſt's Return to Heaven, he ſhould 

© lead us captive | i. e. free us] from our Miſtakes, and beſtow 
© Gifts upon us: * And then he cites the Words of the Prophecy 

_ juſt as St. Paul does, except that he reads evi&n for evecz5, and 


leaves out the Copulative x, before Me. 


Little need be ſaid to ſhow how improperly Sin, the Law, and 


the Curſe are brought into the Number of the Captives. The Pro- 


ſopopœia may be elegant enough, upon other Occaſions ; but ſuch | 


feigned Perſons ſeem very unſuitable for the adorning a real and 


ſtately Triumph. Beſides, there being nothing ſaid of them in either 
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of the parallel Texts, or their Contexts, the introducing them ma 
be judged wholly arbitrary, and a mere Imagination which needs 
no formal Confutation. | 
The other Enemies may ſeem in this latter Reſpect to be much 
upon the ſame Foot, there being nothing expreſly ſaid of them in 
the Texts or Contexts ; but, in the other Reſpect, as they are not 
ſuch feigned and merely figurative Perſons, they may ſeem much 
more likely to be intended. Nevertheleſs this Interpretation, ſo 
far as it relates to the evil Angels, ſeems to overthrow it ſelf ; or at 
leaſt it does not look very probable. The Reaſon is, becauſe it 
repreſents our Saviour as carrying the Devil and his Angels with him 
into Heaven; which has not the leaft Countenance from any other 
Place of Seripture, and does it ſelf look fo unlikely, that no one 
would care to affert it from one ſingle and very obſcure Expreſ- 
fon. Nor can this I think be avoided by having Recourſe to the 
Roman 'Triumphs, in which the Captives were no farther led in 
Triumph than to the Forum, from whence, without aſcending to 
the Capitol, they were order d to Prifon, or to Execution (See Cicer.. 
Lib. v. in Verr. Num. 77.) for befide that there is nothing in the 
Courſe of our Saviour's 'Triumph to anſwer to the Forum, the Ex- 
ception ſeems to be precluded by the Apoſtle's Expreſſion ; and his 
leading Captivity Captive is determined to be zwhen he aſcended 
ap ON HIGH. - "4 
It will probably be objected, that Chriſt's Aſcenſion. here imports. 
more than is commonly ſignified. by that Term; and that it takes in 
the whole Time from his Reſurrection: to his compleated Aſcenſion, 
as may. be judged from v. 9, 10. and that d? being an 2 
does not denote any fixed and certain 'Time ; and that therefore 
his leading the evil Angels in Triumph, might be preſently after 


his Reſurrection, without ſuppoſing them to attend him into Heaven 


at his proper Aſcenſion „„ 
But it may be anſwer'd, 1. That this ſeems wholly to ſpoil the 
Alluſion, and the ſuppoſed Beauty of the Interpretation; for then 
Chriſt's aſcending into Heaven will be without the Attendance of his 
Captives, or the having them led aſter him in his Retinue. 2. Tho 
his aſcending up on high ſhould be allowed to comprehend: the 
whole of his Exaltation, from his Reſurrection to his proper Aſ- 
cenſion; yet it muſt chiefly denote the latter, as St. Paul's Words, 
2. 10. ſhow : He that deſcended, is the {ome alſo that aſcended up 
far above all Heavens, that he might. full all Ibiugs. So _— ac- 

cording 


* 
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cording to his own Interpretation, Chriſt's Aſcenſion was that 
which was far above all Heavens, And indeed however he draws an 
Argument from ſomewhat implied in the Words, upon which he deſcants; 
yet the Words themſelves relate only to our Saviour's proper Aſcen- 
fion: Wherefore he ſaith, when he aſcended up on high, he let 
Captivity captive. This aſcending up on high, however it implies | 
his coming out of the Grave, as he firſt deſcended into it, and that 
might be called an Aſcenſion in ſome Senſe; yet the coming thence 
to the Surface of the Earth, would not be called an afcending up 
on high, This therefore muſt fignify his aſcending up far above all 
Heavens, as St. Paul explains it ; and it truly relates to that only. 
3. Tho' avacas does not expreſs any definite Time, yet it ſeems 
_ reaſonable to ſuppoſe it relates only to one Time, whatever that be; 
and conſequently as two Things are ſaid to be done by him aſcend- 
ing, they ought both to be done when he was about to aſcend, or 
both to be done in his Aſcenſion; but the former cannot be, be- 
cauſe tho' he ſhould be ſuppoſed to lead Captivity captive when 
he was about to aſcend, yet his receiving or giving Gifts to Men 
is certainly in his Aſcenſion, as Generals uſed not to beſtow their 
Donatives before they triumphed, —=—& = 

It may perhaps be farther alledged, that tho' the Paſſage may 
not ſo well ſuit the leading the Devil and his Angels captive, in his 
triumphant Aſcenſion; yet it may well enough fuit the other Ene- 
my, Death, in as much as it is certain that h Graves were opencd, 
and many Bodies of the Saints which /lept, aroſe, and came out of 
the Graves after his Reſurrection, and went into the holy City, and 
appeared unto many, Matth. xxvii. 52, 53. Now theſe, who had 
been before Captives of Death and the Grave, may be thought to 


= have been taken up by Chriſt into Heaven, at his Aſcenſion; and 


ſo he may be ſaid, with reference to them thus reſcued, to have led 
Captivity captive. EE, Uf e 
But tho” this, at firſt Sight, may ſeem plauſible; yet upon far- 
ther Enquiry it hardly will fatisfy. For, 1. This is wholly a 
Conjecture, nor have we in any Place of the New Teſtament that 
I know of, the leaſt Hint that thefe Saints then aſcended; and yet 
one would expect ſome Hint of it, if that had been the Thing fo 
expreſly foretold by the Pſalmiſt. 2. Nor does the Thing ſeem to 
anſwer the Greatneſs of the Expreſfion, or the vaſt Solemnity of the 
Occaſion ;. that is, theſe Saints appear not to have been numerous 
enough, to make up ſuch an auguſt Retinue, as would ſuit the glo- 
ce 3 | ridus 
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© rjous Triumph of our aſcending Lord. It is ſaid indeed: Many 


Bodies of the Saints aroſe: But many is a very equivocal Term, and 
often denotes no more than ſevera/; and to look no farther than 
that Text, we have there perhaps an Inſtance of this Uſe of it, 
when it is ſaid of theſe Saints, that they went into the holy City, 
and appeared unto many. Here the many, as is probable, were 
comparatively but few]; it being not likely, that theſe raiſed Saints 
appeared to the unbelieving Zews, to whom our Lord would not 
vouchſafe to ſhow himſelf after his Reſurrection: And if they ap- 
peared only to Chriſt's Diſciples, they were then but about an hundred 
and twenty, Acts i. 1 5. nor does there any conſiderable Addition ap- 

pear to have been made to their Number, till after our Saviour's Aſ- 
cenſion, and the pouring out the Holy Ghoſt. Nor need we think. 
this was a Favour granted to the eminent and extraordinary Saints, 
who had lived under the old Diſpenſation, as a ſingular Reward of 
their diſtinguiſhed Virtue and Piety. David, who uſes to be 
ranked among thoſe Saints, was certainly not of the Number of 
thoſe who were raiſed, and are ſuppoſed to have aſcended with 
_ Chriſt, Acts ii. 34. And indeed it ſeems probable, that had this 
been the Caſe, ſome of their Names wauld have been expreſly 
mentioned, that we might the more take notice of the Regard 
God pays to the extraordinary Holineſs of his Saints; as we find 
Moſes and Elias are named as appearing with Chriſt at his Tranſ- 
figuration. Beſides, even thus the Train of his Attendants would 
have been too few to grace his triumphant Entry into Heaven. 
But indeed as the Thing was probably deſigned for the fuller aſſuring 
our Lord's deſponding Diſciples of the Truth of his Reſurrection, 

it is likely they were ſome of the Saints who died but a little before, 
and fo were well known to thoſe to whom they appeared; and 
therefore, if we underſtand the many Saints that aroſe in the ſame 
Manner, as we do the many to whom they appeared, they in like- 


lihood. were but few, too few to be the only ones taken notice of 


in the Account of our Lord's Retinue in. his triumphant Aſcenſion, 
3. This ſeems not well to agree with the Apoſtle's Aceount, v. 10. 
that he aſcended up far above all Heavens, that he might fill all 
Things. Theſe all Things ſeem not to relate to the wicked Angels, 
whom I remember not that he is ever ſaid to fill; but only to Men, 
and good Angels; Men, for whom he received Gifts; and good An- 
gels, who all of them belonged to, and moſt of them frequently were 
in thoſe Heavens, above which he aſcended, in order to the fillin g 
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all Things. So that upon the whole, we cannot perhaps ſo com- | 
modiouſly underſtand the Expreſſion concerning any other but the 
good Angels; and they truly ſeem to be the Captivity which he then 


led ca Pi 7 2e. bo 


To confirm this Interpretation, the Reader is. defired to confult.. 
carefully the Place whence the Apoſtle takes his Citation; where 


he will find the good Angels are juſt before ſpoken. of; but not the 


leaſt Notice is taken of the evil Angels, that ſhould incline us to 
underſtand the Expreſſion of his leading Captivity captive concern- 
ing them. I will ſet down the two Verſes as they are in our Tranſ- 
lation, Pſal. Ixviii. 17, 18. and make. ſome Remarks upon them. 
The Chariots of God are twenty thouſand, even thouſands of Angels; 


the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy Place, thou haſt 


aſcended on high, thou. haft led Captivity captive, thou haſt received 

Gifts for Men. There is nothing here to make us think of the evil. 
Angels, nor will the ſtricteſt Examination of the Words at all in- 

courage the explaining the Captivity concerning them. But let us 


diſtinctly view the Expreſſions, „FF 
The Chariots of God are twenty thouſand.] Or the Chariot, it be- 


ing ſingular in the Hebrew. As the Pſalmiſt is foretelling the aſcend- 
ing of Chriſt into Heaven in Triumph; ſo in theſe Words he de- 
ſcribes the triumphant Chariot in which he aſcended. This always 
uſed to be as ſtately and grand, as it could poſſibly be made; but: 
the fineſt Chariot made with Hands, could. have no Glory in- 
compariſon of that which was conſtituted of the moſt excellent- 
Order of Beings, the Angels themſelves ;.. and without all doubt 
theſe Angels, of which the Chariot of God. conſiſted, were 
the good Angels, and not the bad ones, or a Mixture of both. 
No one doubts that the good. Angels only were the Chariot of 


Fire, and the Horſes of Fire, wherewith Elijah went up to Hea- 
ven, 2 Kings ii. 11. And from the Account given of his being ta- 


ken up to Heaven, we may well learn the Deſign of what is here 


mentioned of the Chariot of God, at the Time of our Lord's AG 


cenſion. It may give ſome Light to this Paſſage, and the Sub- 
ʒject under Conſideration, if we compare ſome other Texts herewith, 

Pſal. civ. 3, 4. Who maketh the Clouds his Chariot, wwho wal- 
eth upon the. Wings of the Wind. Who maketh bis Angels Winds 


[ſee this rendering fully juſtified by the learned Dr. Hammond, in 


his Notes on the Pſalm, and on Heb. i. 7. | bis Miniſters a Flame © 
of Fire. Why ſhould we not take all this to be ſpoken with a = | 
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culiar Regard to the Angels, wo are compared to the Clouds 
and Winds; not barely for their Swiftneſs, but likewiſe as they 

exert their Power in the Winds and Clouds ſwiftly moving theme 
Hence, when Elijah was taken up to Heaven with a Chariot 
of Fire, and Horſes of Fire (i. e. by the Miniſtry of Angels) yet 
it is expreſly ſaid that he went up by a Whirlwind into Heaven. 
2 Kings ii. 11. And the making the Clouds bis Chariot, and walk- 
ing upon the Wings of the Wind, are thus expreſſed, Pſal. xviii. 10. He 
rode upon a Cherub, and did fly ; yea, be did fly upon the Wings of 
the Wind. And again, Ja. xix. 1. The Lord rideth upon a ſwift 
Cloud. Now theſe Angels who are God's Charict, can be only 
the good ones, beeaufe the Apoſtle having cited that Paſſage, 
_ Pal. eiv. 4. ſoon after adds: Are they not all miniftring Spirits, p10. : 

forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation? Heb. i. 
7, 14. God frequently ufed their Miniſtry, imploying them in ſuch 
a ſenſible Manner, 2 Kings vi. 17. Nor is it unlikely, that they, as 
God's Chariots and Horſes, caufed the Syrians to hear the Noſe of 
_ Chariots and Horſes, even the Noiſe if a great Hoſt, 2 Kings vii. 
6. It does not ſeem likely that the Syriang were deceived, and 

that they heard nothing at all, and that all was their own pure 
Imagination. It is more reaſonably thought they actually heard the 

Noiſe of God's Chariots, God then going forth with his Angels to ſave 
his People; compare 2 Sam. v. 24. Leeb. i. 24. By what has been ſaid, 

I hope it appears plain, that the good Angels are repreſented by the 
Pfalmiſt as attending and miniſtring to our Lord, in his triumphant 
Aſeenſion. Nor does it ſeem abſurd to fuppoſe the Prophet Daniel 
ſpeaks of the ſame Thing, in thoſe ſomewhat like Terms, Dan. vii. 

13. 1 ſaw in the Night Vifwns, and behold, one like the Sn of 
Man came with the Cluds of Heaven (i. e. according to Pſal.civ. 3. 
with the Angels) and came to the Ancient of Days (i. e. aſcended 
to God) and they (i. e. the Clouds, or the Angels) brought him 
near before him. That this belongs to his Aſcenſion, the next Words 
ſeem to ſhow, as they fpeak of that which was certainly then done: 
And there was given him Dominion, and Glory, and a Kingdom, 
that all People, Nations, and Languages ſhould ſerve him. His 
Dominion is an everlaſtins Dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 
and his Kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. From ſuch 
- Paſſages of the Old "Teſtament, we learn the Manner of our Lord's 

Afcenſion, which is more obſcurely hinted in the New. For I think 
it is no where exprefly ſaid in the New Teſtament, that the Angels 

* attended 
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attended our Lord at his Aſcenſion; but hints of it, I believe, we 
may find there, as Luke xxiv. 51. And it tame to paſs, while. be © 


bleſſed them, he was A from them, and carried into Heaven. 
The Expreſſion parted from them is like that of Elijab, and the 


Thing may well be thought owing to the ſame Agents: Bebold, 
there appeared a Chariot of Fire, and Horſes of Fire, and parted 


them both aſunder. And if he was carried into Heaven, by whom 


ſhould it be but by the holy Angels? Is it likely that Elijah 


ſhould be thus attended, and that our Lord ſhould aſcend ſolitary, 
and without any Attendants? No doubt he was able to aſcend by 
his own Power, without their Aſſiſtance, or miniſtring to him; but 
was this agreeable to the Solemnity of a Triumph? The Generals 
who triumphed, were able to go a Foot themfelves ; but for the 
greater State and Pomp were they always carried. The Term car- 


ried ſeems to ſpeak our Saviour to be paſſive, and if he was car- 
fried by an external Power, it is moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe it was 
buy the Angels, whom God uſes to imploy for ſuch Purpoſes. So 


again, Mark xvi. 19. and 4s i. 2, 11. He is faid to be received or 


zaken up. And Act, i. 9. When he had ſpoken theſe Things, while 


they beheld, he was taken up, and a Cloud received him out of 
their Sight. This Cloud may be underſtood of a Cloud of Angels, 


who might alſo uſe and manage a material Cloud for ſuch a Purpoſe. 


St. Chry/oſtom therefore ſeems to be miſtaken, when he thus com- 
ments upon thoſe Words, Pſal. xlvii. 5. God is gone up with a 
Shout: © He does not ſay 


„ he was carried up, but he 1s gone up, 
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that he might ſhow that he went up this way himſelf, without any 


© one to conduct him. Elijah indeed, tho' he went not ſo far as 


_ © Chriſt, was conducted by another Power; for the human Nature 
< was not able to travel that ſtrange Path; but the only Begotten 
© aſcended by his own Power. Hence Luke ſpeaks thus: And they 

© looked up ftedfaſtly, as he went (wow pins durs) to Heaven, He 

| © does not ſay when he was received or carried up (8 unw dva- 


© Azpoar pus dure, g's bagaoptys) for what was done was his own 
© proper Act. This may ſeem ſtrange, ſince St. Luke twice, and 


St. Mark once uſes the former of theſe Words in the Places juſt | 


now referred to; and it is {aid Acts i. 9. He was taken or carried 
up (Ems, This gives us a fuller Account of thoſe Words of the 


two Angels, As i. 11. 7+ Men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up 


into Heaven” this ſame Jeſus which is taken up from you into Hea- 
ven, ſhall ſo come in like Manner as ye have ſeen him go into Hea- 


zen, Now nothing can be more expreſs, than that he will, at his 
ry | ſecond 
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feeond coming, be thus attended with the holy An gels, Mattb. 


XVI. 27. — XXV. 31. 2 Theſſ. i. 7. Fude 14. And in all Probability, 
it is the ſame Thing that is meant, when he is ſaid to come in a 
Cloud, or in the Clouds, Matth. xxiv. 30. ---xxvi. 64. Mark xiii. 


26. —Xiv. 62. Like xxi. 27. 1Thefſ. iv. 17. Rev: i. 7. xiv. 14. 


And as the Clouds ſignify the . ſo it is remarkable, that they 
are not in any of the foregoing P 


aces, or in — other I remember, 


mentioned both together, which is ſome Confirmation of this In- 
terpretation: To which let it be farther added, that as the Shechj- 
nab, or Glory of God that uſed to appear, is commonly called a 
Cloud; ſo this was reckon'd to conſiſt of an Hoſt of Angels. And 
-agreeably to the foreſaid Account, the Prophet Ezekiel gives us a 
- lofty Deſcription of God's Chariot, as a Whirſwind, a great Cloud, 


hath 


a Fire, and Brightneſs, Chap. i. 4. the living Creatures are repre- 


ſented with Minges, v. 9. the Chariot with heels, v. 15, 16. whoſe 
Straſes were of a vaſt Circumference, o. 18. their Noiſe as the 
Noiſe of a great Hoſt, 2. 24. And it is ſaid, 2. 28. This was the 
Appearance of the Likeneſs of the Glory of the Lord. And that they were 


1 « 
— 


Angels ſeems plain from Chap. x. 20. Theſe Scriptures being well 
contider'd, there can hardly any doubt remain, that this Chariot of 


God belongs wholly to the good Angels, and that the bad have no- 
thing to do with it. I go on with the Words of the Pſalmiſt : 


7 


. Even thiuſands of Angels.] This Paſſage muſt be owned to be 


very obſcure, by reaſon of the Word 383 which is render'd An- 


gels, but is not to be found in any other Place of the Bible, I will 


4 


briefly mention all the Senſes put upon the Words, and it will - 
pear that which ever is choſen, it relates not to the evil Angels. 


1. If we underſtand it as our Tranſlators, and the Targum do, it 


is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe they are ſuch Angels as were referred 


to before, in thoſe Words: The Chariot of God is twenty thouſand, 


2. If we take the Word, with others, to ſignify falcatos currus, 
or Chariots with ſharp Hooks or Scythes ; this will beſt ſuit the 


Power and Terror of good Angels, as conſtituting a formidable 
Army; which can't be ſuppoſed, according to the common Inter- 
pretation, of diſarmed and captive Devils, led in Chains after the 


triumphant Conqueror. 3. If we follow the LXX in their ordinary 
Reading πνννν e, iE, and render it thouſands of 8 


ones, or the Reading of other Copies, mentioned by Kircher in 


huis Concordance, x ν, es whupewlav, with which the Fulg. Latin 


agrees, millia lætamtium, together with the Æthiopic, thouſands of 
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fage. I think then, that by Verſe 18, where he ſpeaks to Chriſt 


in c. 17. in the Yocative, rather than the Nominative Caſe ; and 


 bigh, thou haſt led Captivity captive, &c. Nothing looks more 
of their being made uſe of as ſuch ; nor is it eaſy to imagine for 


the Pfalmiſt's Diſcourſe. It will not be needful to ſay much, toſhow 
that what this Interpretation goes upon is Matter of Fact; and that 


9 


who have no Cauſe of Joy, and eſpecially had none at our Lord's . 


a. 


Aſcenſion. 4. If with the Syriac we render it, The Lord rode with © 
Myriads, and thouſands of (his) Hoſt, or Army; the evil Angels 
are no Part thereof, 5. If we underſtand the Word to ſignify 
doubled, reiterated, or repeated, i, e. many; Or, 6. If we render 


the whole thus, which perhaps is e wag as any of the reſt, 


The Chariot of God is twenty thouſand Times a Thouſand doubled, 


can be nothing ſaid of the Devil and his Angels; but, according to 


the latter rendering, they muſt all be ſuppoſed of a Sorr. 


The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the holy Place.) The 
Expreſſion of the Lord's being among them, is perhaps a Demon- 


ſtration, that he ſpeaks only of good Angels; and that conſequently 
ve have nothing hitherto to lead us to think the evil ones are at all 


referred to in the Context. But it muſt be owned that the Con- | 


ciſeneſs of the Hebrew, renders the Senſe in other Reſpects obſcure. 
The Lord's being among them may ſeem fully enough expreſſed ; 
but after that we have nothing in the Hebrew, but Sinai in Holi- 

_ neſs. Now tho' my Argument does not neceſlarily oblige me to 
it, and what is clear and expreſs in the Original, is fuffjcient for 


my Purpoſe; yet, that I may explain the Pfalmiſt, or excite others 
to attempt it, I will offer my. own Conjecture, and a better Title I 
pretend not to give to what I can ſay concerning ſo obſcure a Paſ- 


in the ſecond Perſon : Thou haft aſcended, we are led to take »y9x 


fo I would render the Place thus: Ob Lord, in them [was thy 
Chariot] Sinai being in Holineſs | i. e. when Sinai was a holy 
Place, by reaſon of the Shechinab | in them as thy Chariot (which 
J underſtand to be repeated «79 x28) thou haſt aſcended up on 


natural, than that as the Pfalmiſt had repreſented the Angels as 
the Chariot of God, he ſhould preſently add two famous Inftances 


what other Purpoſe they are ſpoken of as a Chariot, or how we 
can any other way diſcover a Connection in the ſeveral Parts of 


Fl 


the Angels were at Mount S nal at the giving of the Law. See 
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or, ſeveral Times repeated (as indeed they muſt be often repeated, 
to reach the Number expreſſed by the Prophet, Dan. vii. 10.) there 
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it, and the Particle ſometimes ſignifies] Sinai, and reſe up from 
Seir unto them; he ſhined forth from Mount Paran, and he came 
with ten "Thouſands of his Saints, or his holy ones, 2. e. his Angels. 
I think every Thing hitherto makes for this Interpretation. All 
that remains is to ſhow that both the Hebrew and Creek Expreſ- 
ſions will bear the Senſe put upon them. It is agreed on all 
hands, that the Abſtract is here uſed for the Concrete; and that by 
Captivity we are to underſtand Captives ; nor would it be ſtrange, if 
this Captivity ſhould ſtand for ſuch an entire Subjection, as is the 
ordinary Conſequence of Captivity ; and then we ſhall have the 
ſame Senſe expreſſed, 1 Pet. iii. 22. Who is gone into Heaven, and is 


on the Right Hand of God, Angels, and Authorities, and Powers 
being mad 


9-11. And if St. Auguſtine's Gloſs will juſtify the Uſe of the Ex- 


e ſubject unto him. Compare Eph. i. 20--22. Philip. ii. 


preſſion when explained of Men, it will do it as well when it is un- 
derſtood of Angels. His Words are remarkable, and deſerve tran- 


ſcribing : © Tpſos itaque homines qui captivi tenebantur, appellat 


< captivitatem. —— Cur enim non fit captivitas felix, fi & ad bomm 
© bomines poſſunt capi? Unde & Petro dictum eff; Ex hoc jam ho- 


mines eris capiens. Caprivatt ergo quia capti, & capri quia ſub- 
< zugati, ſub lene illud jugum miſſi. It is true, if we were entirely 
to be guided by the Etymology, the Words e&:ypareslwear, ary pas 
Auſlideu, aN PANT, qi , &c. would relate to Perſons taken 


captive in Var; but nothing is more common, than for Words to 
come to be taken in a much laxer Senſe than their Etymology will 
account for; and this I think is evidently true of theſe Greet Words. 
It may not be diſagreeable to the Reader to obſerve how Alian, Var. 


Hiſt. Lib. xii. c. 38. uſes the Word a:yuanuwl&., Again St. Paul, 


three ſeveral Times, uſes the Compound owarypears!s., for a Fel- 


low-Captive, tho' the Capticity was not at all the Efiect of Mar. 
The Places are Rom. xvi. 7. Col. iv. 10. Philem. 23. Thus he 


ſays the Law in his Members brought him into Captivity to the 
.Law of Sin, Rom. vii. 23. where «a:xwanrvulilorle muſt import a 


captivating, . not by abſolute Force, but with his own Conſent. 


In like Manger he, uſes the ſame Word, 2 Chr. x. 5. Bringing into 
_ Captivity, aiymanwligarls, every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt. 
But if his alluding in theſe Places to Var thould be thought to 


render theſe Examples leſs proper; yet that in Judith xvi. 9. is 


full to my Purpoſe: Her Sandals raviſhed his Eyes, her Beauty 
captivated His Soul, iymarurite Juylw aurs, And thus St. Paul, 
2 Tim. iii. 6. Of this Sort are they who creep into Hyuſes, and 


EXE A: lead 


lead captive, aixua dufte, filly Women, not by Conſtraint, but 


by Perſwaſion and their own Conſent. And in like Manner, Juſtin 
Martyr, in the Place referred to before, muſt uſe this Word for 
ſuch a caprivating as is with the Conſent of thoſe who are made 
Captives; when he ſays: © It was propheſied, that Chriſt ſhould lead 


© us captive from our Errors, 4:ypanwlwaz dury ic; an0 Thc Az. 


As to the Hebrew, I obſerve that the Chaldee Paraphraſt thought 


the Expreſſion would bear ſuch a Senſe. as I put upon it; for he; 
ſuppoling , very ſtrangely, that Moſes was the Perſon ſpoken of in 


the Pſalm, gives this for the Senſe : T hou haſt led Captivity captive, 


thou haſt taught the Words of the Law ; where he muſt make the 


Iſfaelites the Captivity led captize ; and certainly the Phraſe may, 
with as little Harſhneſs, be uſed concerning the good Angels. But 
I would farther obſerve, that the Hebrew naw the Syriac Rav and 


the Arabic 52D have all the ſame Signification ; and accordingly is 
the Hebrew rendered in both thoſe Tranſlations, and fo is the Greek 
in Fph. iv. 8. We may therefore judge from the Senſe of theſe 


Words in thoſe "Tranſlations, in what Latitude the Hebrew may be 


uſed. Now, both the Syyiac and the Arabic, thus render St. Paul's 
1 e, 2 Tim. iii. 6. Leading captive ſilly Nomen; as they 
do likewife both of them, Rom. vii. 23, To the ſame Purpoſe the 
Syriac renders his owaiy ps wl in all the three Places referr'd to 
above. Finally, As the Evangeliſt uſes the Word 21yuzawlG., Luke 


iv. 18. To preach Delicerance to the Captives, where the Captives 
muſt be willing Captives; fo the Syriac and Arabic render it by 


the ſame Term, as that is alfo uſed in the Hebrew, Iſa. Ixi. 1. And 


Dr. Caſtel, in his Lexic nu, gives two Significations of the Arabic 
Verb much to the Purpoſe, 1. It ſignifies to enamour ; Rapuit a 
more, ſc. femina cor vii (uſt in the Senſe in which iypancrile is 


uſed in Judith in the Place before cited) whence one of the Deri- 


vatives F202 (Masbiyaton) is render d by him captivans corda, 


ſe. puella. 2. To remove or carry any Thing from one Region 
or City to another. Ex regtone in regionem, five ex urbe in urbem 
tranſuexit, ſc. vinum; which ſhows in how great a Latitude this 
Word was uſed, and ſuits well enough the foregoing Account. So 


that I think, both the Hebrew and Greek will allow this Interpretation. 


Give me leave to illuſtrate the whole by an eaſy Example, When 
any great Emperor, or General, was ſpreading his Conqueſts, and 


enlarging his Dominion, it was uſual for him to have many Captives 


who were taken in Battle, actually oppoſing him, and making Re- 
ſiſtance; while others either from Diſcontent under their old Govern- 
ment, or from a Love to, or the Terror of the Arms of the Inva- 
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e willingly yielded themſelves to be bis Subjects, without making | 
=. the leaſt Oppoſition againſt him. Now, tho theſe were ordinarily n 
treated in a different Manner, and more Favour was eſpecially ſhown $7; 
=:  _ -to ſuch as appeared to have been moſt free and hearty in their Sub- TY 
maiſſion; yet both ſorts were in a State of Servitude and Subjection, 4 

and might be conſider d as Captives. Thus, tho the Romans di- 1 

ſtinguiſhed the captivi and the dedititii, yet the latter were as truy 

_ Slaves as the former, ſuppoſing the Surrender was abſolute, and not up- WE 

on Terms ſtipulated between them. And this appears from the Form in 

which the 4247770, or Surrender was made. See Lic, Lib. i. c. 38. vii. 

31. and Plaut. in Amphitr. Act. i. v. 69-571, 102, 103. Ihey who were 
imployed to make the Surrender, gave up to thoſe to w hom they made it, 
themſelves, their People, City, Lands, Water, Borders, Lemples, Al- 

tars, Houſes, Utenſils, Children, and every Thing they had, whether 

divine or humane. And thus among the 1/rael/ites, the Gibeonites, 

who were dledlititii, were Servants, and made FHezwers of Mood, 

and Drawers of Water, Foſh. ix. 23. Compare Deut. xx. 10-14. 

It is thus we ſhould conſider the Caſe here before us. Our Saviour 

being raiſed from the Dead, was appointed by God to be the univer- 

Al King, and claiming this his juſt Authority, was oppoſed by ſome, 

as by the Jer, many of the Gentiles, and by all the evil Angels; but 

there were many others, who being convinced of his Greatneſs, Merit, 

and Right, willingly ſubmitted themſelves to him, and triumphed 

in their becoming his Subjects; among theſe were thoſe good An- 

gels, who formerly had been his Fe/lows, eb. i. 9. being Viceroys 

in their reſpe&ive Provinces, as Chriſt was in 1/-acl. Theſe quit- 

ting all their Power, and reſigning it to the raiſed and exalted Me{- 

ſiah, now conſtituted King of the World, willingly put themſelves 
into the State of Captives under him, to be polietled, uſed, ruled, 1 
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and diſpoſed of by him, as he pleaſed; and theſe not as conquered, I 
forced, and conſtrained, but as his willing Captives, he led with Wl © 
him in his triumphant Aſcenſion into Heaven, a moſt glorious and 
honourable Train, fit for the Region to which they were led, and 
every way qualified to adorn the Triumphs of his ſtately Entry. 

And as they ſo cheerfully ſubmitted to him, and became his At- I, 
tendants and Miniſters, God propoſed them as an illuſtrious Pattern : 8 
of that Subjection and Obedience, that ſhould be paid by us to 
Chriſt. Let the impartial Reader upon the whole weigh the 
Reaſons here candidly alledged, without pretending to impoſe an 
Opinion upon him. Nor may it be amiſs for him, as he reads ſome 
other Places of Scripture, to conſider whether the ſame Thing may 
rot be intended in them, as particularly, Pal. xlvii. 2. g% 
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